
VPNA General Meeting – Crime Watch Reboot
Thursday, September 12th, 7 to 9PM

For our next general meeting and leading up to our October 1st 
Neighborhood Night Out (NNO) Against Crime block party, we 
will refocus our attention on Vickery Place’s crime watch efforts.   
Officer Camacho and Officer Le, members of the Dallas Police 
Department’s Neighborhood Policing Team, will be on hand to 
discuss current crime trends in our neighborhood. They will also 
discuss many of the new tools that the Dallas Police Department 
has implemented, such as the iWatchDallas mobile app for reporting crime, and how you can schedule a 
free home security survey with the Neighborhood Policing Team (which can lower your insurance rates).   
At the end of the session, we encourage you to ask questions and give us your opinion on how Vickery 
Place can improve our Crime Watch effort.

Also – did you know that “VP” Vickery Place window stickers are also available for your car? Placing 
one of these stickers on your rear car window allows our local police officers to quickly identify cars 
that belong in the neighborhood. You may pick up your “VP” sticker at this meeting, at our October 
1st NNO block party, or by emailing info@vpna.org.

Please come join us on Thursday, September 12th to see how you can help yourself and our 
neighborhood’s crime watch efforts! 

National night out Block Party, October 1st
Our annual  neighborhood National Night Out Against Crime Block Party is quickly approaching! 

Join us Tuesday, October 1st from 6pm-8pm on Glencoe between 
Miller and Willis. We are delighted to have our neighbor, Salim 
Nourallah, performing. We’ll also have food trucks, beverages, 
popsicles and a raffle. Come and get to know your neighbors and 
support the neighborhood crime watch efforts. 

We need 14 volunteers to help with the raffle table and the 
neighborhood information table. If you could offer 30 minutes of 
your evening to help us out, please email selena@vickeryplace.
com. We’ll begin set-up at 4pm. Anyone who can stay for a bit 
afterwards to help with the tear-down, would be most welcome!

Bulky Trash
Week of the 2nd Monday
Don’t Set Out Trash Before
Thursday, September 5th

Pick Up Week
Sept 9th to 13th
Weekly Trash 
& Recycling 

Pick-up
Every Monday
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Friends of RE Lee Elementary
If you are considering providing additional support 
to the local schools, but are not sure how to do it, 
the Woodrow Wilson High School Community 
Foundation (www.woodrowfoundation.com) 
provides an easy way to make one time or recurring 
donations that can be used to help fund educational 
goals (including International Baccalaureate 
certification) for schools in the Woodrow Wilson 
feeder pattern. Contributions are tax-deductible 
and are not used to support administrative or 
other costs of the foundation. Donations can be 
designated for use by our local elementary school, 
Robert E Lee Elementary, by targeting them to the 
‘Friends of Robert E Lee Elementary’. 
-Contributed by Luke Rice

Talk about the Past
Dallas Morning News, September 13, 1930
A Real Buy in a Real Home-Owner Leaving City 
Six rooms, breakfast room, front and back porches. 
Lots of built-in features, near school and car, 
paved street. 5514 Vickery Blvd. Price $4250. Can 
arrange terms. Call E. A. Marty. office 2-7747. 
residence 9-1496. Dallas Mortgage & Realty 
Company -Contributed by Kathy Harris

THE LONG RUN
The 2013 ‘Long Run’ will take place on Thursday, 
October 17th with festivities beginning at 5:30pm. 
The race starts and finishes at the front lawn of 
J.L. Long Middle School, located at 6116 Reiger 
Avenue. The 1-mile fun run/walk begins at 6:00pm 
followed by the certified 5K run at 6:30pm. The 
course takes runners through historic, tree-lined 
streets of the Hollywood Heights and Santa Fe 
Trail, offering runners views of picturesque old 
East Dallas. After the races, runners, student 
groups and community members meet for food, 
refreshments and entertainment.  

Early registration ends Friday, September 21.  
The Long Run is J. L. Long’s only fundraiser and 
helps pay for “extras” not supplied by Dallas ISD. 
For more info, go to www.jllong.com.

The Neighborhood Newsletter 
Welcomes Your Contributions

The newsletter is created each month with the 
contribution of articles and community events to 
newsletter@vickeryplace.org. It is also supported 
by the time our neighbors take to hand-deliver it 
each month to every household in Vickery Place.
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St Andrew’s Celebrates 
75 Years in East Dallas

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church will celebrate 
its 75th anniversary with a concert series 
September 7, 8, 14 & 15. The celebration will 
conclude with an outdoor worship service and 
community block party on September 22.  

Vickery Place resident (Miller Ave) Fraser 
Blackwell, Sr. was the architect for the original 
church at Greenville and McCommas (now Unity 
Church) and the current church at Skillman and 
Monticello. The church, founded in September 1938 
with the merger of Riggs Memorial and Abbey 
Presbyterian churches, was named North Dallas 
Presbyterian Church as it was then considered to 
be in North Dallas! It became St. Andrew’s in 1947 
and moved to Skillman in 1949.

Concert performances on September 7-8 feature 
cellist Francesco Mastromatteo, pianist Michael 
Schneider, violinist Matt Albert. Tenor John 
Campione performs on September 14, and violinist 
Katrina Kratzer on September 15. Concerts begin 
at 5:00pm, are family-friendly and are free.  

The outdoor worship service will be in the 
courtyard on September 22 at 10:45am. The 
community block party follows with live music, 
food trucks and family activities from noon 
to 2:00pm. The church is at 3204 Skillman at 
Monticello. For more information, 214-821-9989 or  
www.standrewsdallas.org. St. Andrew’s and 
Pastor Rob Leischner extend a warm welcome to 
everyone to join in the celebration.  

CITY OF DALLAS RECYCLING ROUNDUP
Dallas residents are encouraged to bring difficult-
to-recycle items to the Sanitation Department’s Fall 
Recycling Roundup on Saturday, September 21 
from 9am-3pm at Richland College (12800 Abrams 
Road, Parking Lot E).

Bring old medical equipment, electronics, toys, 
documents to be shredded, clothing, cooking oil, 
books, batteries, tires, light bulbs, plastic bags 
and more. For a complete list of items visit www.
DontWasteToday.com. The first 50 cars at each 
location will get two free tickets to Studio Movie 
Grill.

Cookie BuTTER Popsicle
• 1 large TJ’s Banana
• 3/4 cup TJ’s Cookie Butter
• 2 cups TJ’s Milk
• 1/2 tsp TJ’s Sea Salt
• 1/2 cup TJ’s Semi-Sweet Chocolate Chips

You will also need 10 popsicle sticks and 10 small 
paper cups to use as molds.
Break the banana apart and toss it in a blender 
with the cookie butter, milk and salt, blend until 
there are no more chunks of banana and everything 
is the same color. 

Sprinkle the chocolate chips into the bottom of your 
small paper cups, and pour in the cookie butter 
mix until each cup is about 2/3 full. Cover each cup 
with foil and puncture with a popsicle stick down 
the center. Stick the pops in the freezer for about 
six hours. 

Almost as easy as sticking a spoon in the jar ;) Peel 
the paper away and enjoy! Recipe Credit: Trader 
Joe’s Stick It! 2013 HiiP Recipe Contest Featuring 
Food On A Stick Finalist - Amanda Ford. 
-contributed by Kathy Harris

August 8th General Meeting Recap 
Summer Meet and Greet

Vickery Place neighbors and friends filled the 
mezzanine level of the Londoner on Greenville 
Avenue for the August 8th ‘Meet and Greet’. 
District 14 Council Member Philip Kingston made 
opening remarks before visiting with neighbors, 
listening to their comments and concerns for the 
area. Assorted sliders (Grilled Chicken and Brie, 
Guinness Cheese Steak, Jim Beam Pulled Pork, oh 
my!), craft beers accompanied good conversations. 



We want to thank Philip for taking the time out of 
his busy schedule to meet with us. If you did not 
get the opportunity to attend the meet and greet, 
Philip said he always welcomes your calls and 
emails, just contact him through the City web-site, 
www.dallascityhall.com. We would also like to 
thank Londoner General Manager Andrew Hawks 
and his staff for providing the meeting space and 
giving us such excellent service.

Free Water-wise seminars
Plan to attend one or both of the FREE seminars 
on Saturday, September 21, at the Performance 
Hall (Building “E”) at Mountain View College, 
4849 W. Illinois Avenue, Dallas 75211. 

Landscape designer and author Bonnie Reese will 
be the speaker at both sessions. Ms. Reese has more 
than 20 years experience designing, installing and 
maintaining landscapes in North Texas and is the 
owner of her own landscape design and consulting 
company—Beautiful Landscapes. 

Attendees at each session will receive a copy of 
Bonnie’s book, “Common-Sense Landscaping” 
(hard copy or electronic version - limit one per 
household). Attendees can enter a drawing to 
win a bag of Green Sense organic fertilizer from 
Rohde’s Nursery & Nature Store (BeOrganic.com). 
There will be 3 drawings per session. 

Water-Wise Landscape Design 101
9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Whether you have a new landscape or plan to 
update an existing area, it is critical to begin with 
a good design. This program teaches the principles 
of landscape design with an emphasis on how 
to create a beautiful landscape that will save 
resources - natural and financial! 

Fantastic Plants for North Texas
1:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Using colorful photographs, Bonnie demonstrates 
the natural beauty of native and adapted plants 
that thrive in the North Texas region. Learn when, 
where and how to plant each of the recommended 
plants, their size and height at maturity, seasonal 
color, texture and more. This program provides 
information on trees, shrubs, vines, perennials, 
groundcovers and turf grasses. 

Making a reservation: 
Space is limited, please register online at  
SaveDallasWater.com  or by calling (214) 670-3155. 
Let us know which seminar(s) you would like to 
attend, and how many will be attending in your 
group. 

Seminars sponsored by Dallas Water Utilities 
Conservation, City of Dallas Stormwater 
Management and Mountain View College.

Worcola Witches & Warlocks Walk
Join us for the First Annual “Worcola Witches & 
Warlocks Walk” on Halloween, Thursday October 
31st. More details in the October newsletter.

Volunteers in Patrol
Dallas Police Central Division will be holding a 
Volunteers in Patrol Class on Saturday Sept 28th 
2013. The class will include a tour of the City of 
Dallas 911 Facility. This course will be held at 
Central Patrol Station 334 South Hall St. Space 
is limited so email your Volunteer application and 
Volunteer Waiver early reserve your space. To 
download a copy of the application and waiver you 
can go to www.cepatrolcrimewatch.org.Contact 
214-670-4420 or e-mail daniel.camacho@dpd.
ci.dallas.tx.us
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A Neighbor to Lend a Hand With Your Next Home Purchase 

Michael Jones, NMLS #947445, 972‐989‐0238 

www.texashomeloanpro.com 

M‐Streets/VPNA Resident 
 

Your Mortgage Banker    
for Life! 



Have you seen the signs?

August was a very productive month for the sign 
topper program! Thank you to all of the residents 
and neighborhood business owners who made 
contributions.  

On August 20 we submitted a work order to the City 
of Dallas for 17 additional installs. This brings our 
total for installed toppers to 48, and leaves us with 
35 remaining to install. We have now surpassed 
the 50% mark for installs, and we would love to see 
this pace sustained as we close in on our goal of 
83 sign toppers. Seeing this type of participation 
makes us all excited we chose Vickery Place as our 
neighborhood!

Henderson Avenue made a huge stride this month 
with the receipt of a generous donation from Mark 
Masinter and Open Realty Advisors. There are now 
only two toppers left unfunded on Henderson.  The 

signs on Greenville Avenue are entirely funded, 
thanks to the Greenville Commerce Association, 
some generous neighbors in Vickery Towers, and a 
handful of other Vickery Place neighbors. Vickery 
had one topper contribution this month. Willis, 
Miller, and Goodwin each added two toppers, and 
both Richard and Bonita added three.  

The chart below gives you a street-by-street 
breakdown of our progress.  In several cases only a 
handful of donations will complete an entire street! 

Your donation to sponsor a sign can be made at 
vickeryplace.org. Click on “Neighborhood Store” 
in the left column and scroll down to “Donate to 
the Vickery Place Neighborhood Association Sign 
Topper Fund”.
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Yard of the Month
The blooms start in spring with the lilies, 
followed by masses of hydrangeas that surround 
the Tudor at 5136 Goodwin. Flanking the 
stained glass doorway 
of this charming 
73-year-old house, the 
hydrangeas make it so 
memorable and this 
month’s yard of the 
month for VPNA. It has been home the past six 
years to Lauren and Randall Gannaway; Pearl 
Sue, their white cat; Isabeau (Issy), the Shih 
Tzu and Johnny Bravo, the cockatiel. 

The Tudor was built in 1940 as a duplex. 
The remodel took place not long before the 
Gannaways bought it as the cozy two and 
one-half story single family it is today. It was 
during the remodel that the stunning stained 
glass door and front were brought from  an old 
church in Albany, New York.

Lauren credits Randall with the family’s 
green thumb and the lush pomegranate bush 
that grows on one side bearing a bounty for 
the resident squirrels. She has added her own 
touch with a clever wreath that hangs on one 
side of the house.

Congratulations to the Gannaways who 
will receive a $50 gift certificate from North 
Haven Gardens as September’s Vickery Place 
Neighborhood  Yard of the Month.  

~by Beautification committee: Debbie Simurda 
& Mary Kay Henley

2013 Board of Directors
President - Mark Rieves

Vice President - Selena Urquhart
Treasurer - Greg O’Shea

Secretary - Debbie Simurda

Members at Large:
Allan Cano, Alun Urquhart, Anton Skowronski, 

Beth Bentley, Henley Quadling,  
Laura Gaudet,  

Mary Kay Henley, Will Short

The Vickery Place Neighborhood News is published by  
Vickery Place Neighborhood Association.  

For sponsorship rates and information  
email info@vickeryplace.org
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For newsletter article submissions or questions  

email: newsletter@vickeryplace.com

Like us on Facebook at  
www.facebook.com/VickeryPlace 
 

Find us online at VickeryPlace.org
 

Sign up for  
neighborhood  
crime watch &  
e-newsletter emails  
at VickeryPlace.org


