FEBRUARY GENERAL
MEETING

FESTIVE EVENING
WITH BALLET
FOLKLORICO!

Date: Thursday, February 7
Time: 7:00 pm
Place : JFK Learning Center
Elementary School

Vickery Place Neighborhood
Association will host a colorful
evening of traditional Mexican
dance performed by students
of the JFK Learning Center s
Ballet Folklorico at the Thursday, February 7th general meeting. The
POT LUCK DINNER
presentation will be held in the auditorium of John F. Kennedy Learning
Center, 1802 Moser, near the corner of Henderson and Ross. (Parking &
school entrance are located on Moser.)
JFK teacher Maggie Leal will introduce various dance ensembles of students from grades
2 though 5. They will perform traditional Ballet Folkloric dances wearing regional
costumes, celebrating the diverse history and people of Mexico.
Afterwards we will have our business meeting in the cafeteria over cookies and punch.
Central Division s Chief Vincent Golbeck and our ENP liaison Officer Keith Allen will
update us on crime related issues in our area.
Thank you JFK principal Carolina Leon for this opportunity to enjoy the wonderfully
diverse culture of East Dallas and to visit one of DISD s facilities. Admission is free.
Mark your calendar for Thursday, February 7th, 7:00 PM. (Note: This month meeting is held on the 1st
Thursday of the month rather than the regular 2nd Thursday of the month, due to Valentine s Day.)
ST. PATRICK S DAY CELEBRATION ON LOWER GREENVILLE:
Saturday, March 15, 2008 is the date for this year s annual Lower Greenville St. Patrick s Day
Celebration, with a parade in the morning on Upper Greenville followed by a street party on Lower
Greenville sponsored by the Greenville Avenue Merchants' Association. 15,000-20,000 partygoers
are expected to come to Lower Greenville (and parts of Vickery Place). The resulting impact to
the neighborhood is high traffic, parking congestion, litter, and noise, so get ready!
As in past years, VPNA will distribute the City s official map of the event with the March VPNA
newsletter, sighting block closures, prohibited parking, intended traffic flow, along with Do s &
Don ts for the street party. The Dallas Police Central Division is planning on high police presence
along with parking, traffic and unlawful behavior enforcement. They have asked area residents to complete a
questionaire to help them determine neighborhood priorities in an effort to
Bulky Trash/Basura Abultado allocate resources based on the results of
Don t Set Out Trash Before:
that survey. See survey on page 7.

Recycling Pick-up

Thursday, February 7

Pick Up Week:

Volume 27, Issue 2

February 11 - 15

February 2008

Thursday, Feb 7
Thursday, Feb 21

JANUARY GENERAL MEETING RECAP
Assistant Director of Development Services, Peer Chacko, explained the City of Dallas s Forward Dallas plan,
detailing its initiatives, its four main components and how these may affect neighborhoods such as ours. Forward
Dallas is part of the City s Comprehensive plan, the key role being to establish a long term citywide vision for
sustainable grown. He expressed that the neighborhood focus of Forward Dallas is to: promote neighborhood
development compatibility; promote clean and safe neighborhoods; provide infrastructure to support neighborhoods and
promote preservation of historical and cultural assets.
Guest Michael Jung, who is on the Forward Dallas Development Code Amendments Advisory Board, said a few
words about the new zoning tools that are being developed and some areas of concern for neighborhoods: the need to
maintain the Proximity Slope, which has protected residential neighborhoods from physical encroachment of tall
buildings looming over homes (current 3:1 proximity slope requires that, next to single family residences, a building must
be 3 feet away from homes for every 1 foot of height above 26 feet); keep option of Planned Development Districts;
watch for Reduced Parking Requirements; prevent Spot Zoning to small areas.
VP neighbor Ken Dawkins gave an update on the February 9th Vickery Place Tree Planting. 25 trees have been
ordered from the City of Dallas Re-Forestation Program to be planted in the parkways of Vickery Place. These trees
will replace ones that have been lost over the years through disease, new development, disasters or plain old age.
Our ENP Officer Keith Allen along with Central Division Patrol officers Sgt. Ricky Smith, SC Danny Cordero, and SC
Lance Hunter were on hand to talk with residents who had any crime related issues or questions.
County Commissioner for District 1 Maurine Dickey, along with her husband Roland Dickey, spoke with many VP
residents before the meeting. Maurine addressed the audience welcoming anyone with concerns or questions regarding
Dallas County to call her office, she will be glad to assist. The Dickey s, who own the original Dickey s BBQ at
Henderson & Central, provided chopped beef sandwiches and fixings for our meeting. Thank you for your generosity
and thank you Cecile Newberry (and your fiancé) for bringing the food and drinks up to the meeting! And thanks to all
who participated and to Vickery Towers for hosting our meeting!
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HAPPINESS IS A STRONG SENSE OF COMMUNITY! ~ Shelia Huffman
Did you see the television show on the Pursuit of Happiness aired on 20/
20 Friday night January 11? Judging by the comments on the 20/20 website
the following day it was a well watched story sparking interest and
comments among a broad selection of viewers. Some of the data confirmed
notions that we already have about happiness while other provided some
new twists on the age old quest.
Americans are always in pursuit of happiness and this sophisticated and
interesting study tells us why we are happy or not and suggests what we
can do to get happy.
According to the 20/20
presentation 50 percent of our
happiness quotient is pre-determined by genetics and our childhood. 10
percent is determined by current circumstance such as poverty, illness,
etc. That leaves a whopping 40 percent within our control.
Obvious factors such as gratitude, forgiveness, relationships, savoring the
present moment, meditation all contribute to making us a more full-filled
individual. Running to catch up with the Joneses and consuming the
offerings of the mall do not make us happy. Research is showing pretty
convincingly now that happiness is really within us, it s not outside of us,
said Dr. Sonja Lyubomirsky in her new book, The How of Happiness. It s in what we do. It s sort of how we act,
how we think every day of our lives.
Additionally a project known as Blue Zones goes a step farther and finds some of the happiest geographical areas.
According to the survey, Denmark is home to the happiest people in the world. What about America? Where is the
happiest place to live in America? Ashville, North Carolina tops the Blue Zone chart. Why is Ashville so happy? Dan
Buettner, the creator of the global happiness project known as Blue Zones says You ve got mountains, beautiful
mountains all around. You have a tremendous, thriving, artistic community.
You have cafes everywhere, every other shop is a coffee shop or a
bookstore. But more importantly, you have a really strong sense of
community here (in Ashville). And if I ve learned anything from my research,
it s that other people matter. There s no such thing as personal happiness,
your happiness is part and parcel of those around you.
So community is the key? This may help explain why many of us have
chosen to live in our mid-urban neighborhood over other, perhaps newer,
maybe even less expensive areas. Vickery Place and surrounding East
Dallas neighborhoods have a strong sense of community!
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CHOCOLATE LOVERS BROWNIES
2 sticks of unsalted butter
4 ounces of unsweetened chocolate
2 cups sugar
4 large eggs
1 cup all-purpose flour
½ teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon vanilla
1 cup semi-sweet chocolate chips
1 cup chopped walnuts or pecans (optional)
Melt butter and chocolate slowly in a pot large enough to hold all of the ingredients. Cool slightly then add sugar and
then beat in one egg at a time. Add vanilla and all of the rest of the ingredients, mixing enough just to blend the flour.
(You can replace the semi-sweet chocolate chips with either milk chocolate chips, peanut butter chips, raspberry
chips, or mint chips. The latter two can be found in the grocery store around Christmas.) Using a wooden spoon, stir
in the nuts, if desired.
Spread evenly into a greased 9 by 13 pan and bake in a pre-heated 350 degree oven for 25 minutes. Cool several
hours before trying to cut or remove from pan.

ROSES ARE RED,
VIOLETS ARE BLUE...
Traditionally Valentine's Day is the day when sweethearts exchange cards, candy & flowers to
show their love for one another. Little children look forward to exchanging funny Valentine's
with their classmates and enjoying heart shaped cookies. Have a Happy Valentine's Day!
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STORK VISITS VICKERY PLACE!
Jackson and Katherine Vo welcome Elise Aurora. Born November 15,
2007 and first born of her proud parents, Elise weighed 8 lbs. 4 oz. and was
21 inches long. Katherine says she is developing so quickly and we are
enjoying all her smiles and sounds! Congratulations to this Vickery Place
family.
If you have a new baby announcement and you would like recognition in
the Vickery Place Newsletter, send a photo and birth information to
info@vpna.org. If you do not have digital photography or email, call Shelia
at 214-827-4568 and we will make arrangements for a photo. If you are a new mom and ready to stroll the
neighborhood with other moms, contact Lindsey at info@vpna.org.

FOR PRESIDENTS
DAY! On Tuesday,
February 12, @ 1:30 pm,
at the Lakewood Library,
local author and
raconteur Rose-Mary
Rumbley will review the
Lincoln biography Team
of Rivals by Doris
Kearns Goodwin and will
relay the deadly plot
against the President.
Event is free.
Refreshments will be
provided.

HAPPY
FAT TUESDAY!
Fat Tuesday (Mardi Gras
in French) is the last
celebration before Ash
Wednesday, the beginning of
Lent. Fat Tuesday is also
known as Shrove Tuesday
or Pancake Day .

DALLAS GOES TO WAR: LIFE ON THE HOMEFRONT
The 9th Annual Legacies Dallas History Conference was held at the Hall of State in Fair
Park on Saturday, January 26.
Each presenter focused on various aspects of life in Dallas
during the Civil War, World War I, World War II and the
Vietnam War. Did you know that Love Field was used as a
pilot training facility in 1917 before it was ever an airport
and then again in WWII for ferry flight training? Several
papers stressed how everyone contributed to the war effort
including homemakers during the Civil War, housewives and
club women of WWI, homeowners of WWII and the Boy
Evelyn Montgomery,
Dallas Heritage Village. & Girl Scouts of America during WWII. The last speaker
From Family Showtalked about the political change America was undergoing
place to Teeming
during the Vietnam War.
Apatment House: The
WWII Housing Shortage and the Redefinition of East Dallas
Homes

Presented papers are later published in the quarterly
Legacies history magazine. Each year s History
Conference offers a different look at Dallas history.
Hope to see you next year!
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Melissa Prycer, Dallas Heritage
Village. A Larger Housekeeping: Dallas Women During WWI

CENTRAL DIVISION CRIME SUMMIT 2008
The Dallas Police Department's Central
Division Year End Crime Synopsis Meeting
was held at the Cesar Chavez Learning
Center on January 17, 2008. Deputy Chief
Golbeck opened the meeting by welcoming
everyone and noted that more neighborhood
representatives attended this year that last,
hoping this trend would continue. He then gave a power point
presentation updating the Central Patrol Division s crime
statistics for 2007 vs. 2006. There was a 2% overall decrease
in crime and an 18% drop in violent crime for the year. Adam
McGough, East Dallas Community Prosecutor updated
everyone on his department s mission and their successes
during the year including the demolition of the infamous
Deluxe Inn on Live Oak. He welcomed input from the
citizens and looked forward to the coming year s challenges.
The meeting then broke out into smaller groups with each of
the Area Commanders (Lieutenants), to identify specific
crime/quality of life issues facing citizens living in those areas.
Vickery Place is divided between 2 Area Commanders, with
the area East of McMillan falling under Ltd. Barbara Hobbs
and West of McMillan under Ltd. Ricky Lewis both can be
reached at 214 670-5066. Deputy Chief Golbeck closed the
meeting promising follow up reports to the citizens at the next
meeting to be held in April 2008, date to be determined.
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DECEMBER 2007 CRIME STATS:
CRIME
AG ASSAULT
BURGLARY
BURGLARY
BURGLARY
BURGLARY
BURGLARY
BURGLARY
BURGLARY
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
AUTO THEFT
AUTO THEFT
VANDAL
VANDAL
VANDAL
VANDAL
TEL HARASS
OTHER

DATE
12/05/07
12/04/07
12/05/07
12/10/07
12/14/07
12/16/07
12/25/07
12/28/07
11/30/07
12/06/07
12/06/06
12/06/07
12/09/07
12/10/07
12/12/07
12/12/07
12/19/07
12/23/07
12/21/07
12/27/07
12/07/07
12/15/07
12/16/07
12/20/07
12/03/07
12/05/07

ADDRESS
28XX HENDERSON
55XX MILLER
54XX VICKERY
25XX LANERI
28XX HENDERSON
52XX MILLER
28XX HENDERSON
52XX VICKERY
30XX HENDERSON
51XX WILLIS
52XX BONITA
52XX BONITA
29XX HENDERSON
54XX MILLER
28XX HENDERSON
24XX HOMER
28XX HENDERSON
29XX HENDERSON
28XX HENDERSON
23XX MADERA
22XX MADERA
24XX HENDERSON
24XX MADERA
56XX BELMONT
54XX MILLER
56XX WILLIS

GREENVILLE AVE ST. PATRICK S DAY EVENT SURVEY
Please take the time to complete this survey. The Dallas Police Department will use this data to address concerns and improve the
Greenville Ave Annual St. Patrick s Day Event.
*Please forward responses to Sgt. Zavishlak at kurt.zavishlak@dpd.dallascityhall.com, or fax to 214 670-3192 by February 5th.
(Survey also on-line at www.vpna.org)
1. Please indicate the importance of the problems listed below that is associated with the Greenville Ave St. Patrick s Day Event
from 1 to 5 , where
is most important and
is least important.
__ Parking on residential streets that affects neighborhood residents
__ Public nuisance issues (urinating in public, loud music, littering)
__ Public intoxication
__ Answering Calls for Police Service
__ Crowd control
2. How important is it for the Dallas Police Department to provide police services during the Greenville Ave St. Patrick s Day Event
AT the actual site?
Unimportant

Slightly Important

Moderately Important

Very Important

3. How important is it for the Dallas Police Department to provide police services during the Greenville Ave St. Patrick s Day Event
IN the surrounding neighborhoods?
Unimportant

Slightly Important

Moderately Important

Very Important

4. Please indicate, in order of importance, what the Dallas Police Department can do to improve this year s Greenville Ave St.
Patrick s Day Event (2008) from 1 to 5 , where
is most important and
is least important.
__ More uniformed Police working the event in the surrounding neighborhoods of the event
__More uniformed police working in the event site
__ Encourage the use of BUSES to reduce parking related problems
__ A more proactive approach on all public nuisance issues
__ Increased TABC officers to inspect bars and maintain state law compliance
5. Please indicate below YOUR top three concerns associated with the annual Greenville Ave. St. Patrick s Day Event:
1. _______________________ 2. _______________________ 3. _______________________
6. Please check the box if the statement reflects your opinion: ___ I would NOT want the Greenville Ave St. Patrick s Day event
regardless of improvements.

Reservations accepted
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IN MEMORIAM
Alicia S. Carrizales was
born February 12, 1930 in
Monterrey Mexico and
passed away January 3,
2008 in Dallas Texas.
Mrs. Carrizales lived in
Vickery Place on Bonita
Avenue for over 30 years
and for many years before
that lived near the Good Year store on lowest
Greenville Ave. Many members of her extended
family are also long time residents of Vickery
Place. She has 7 children, 10 grandchildren and
17 great grandchildren. Alicia will be missed by
her loving family and friends.

2008 Board of
Directors
President: Beth Bentley
Vice President: Mark Rieves
Secretary: Mary Kay Henley
Treasurer: Will Short
Members at Large:
Brian Gream
Kathy Harris
Shelia Huffman
Debbie Simurda
Selena Urquhart
Newsletter Co-Editors:
Beth Bentley
Shelia Huffman

VPNA EMAIL LIST - If you would like to be
on the VPNA email list to receive emails about
upcoming meetings and events, please visit
www.vpna.org and follow the promps.
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The Vickery Place Neighborhood
News is published by the Vickery
Place Neighborhood Association.
For advertising rates and
information,
email Vickery Place at
info@vpna.org.

