MESSAGE FROM the INCOMING PRESIDENT
Greetings! I’d like to start by saying I’m looking
forward to serving as President of VPNA!
When my wife and I moved here to the area just
over four years ago I wasn’t quite sure what to expect. I had been fascinated with the neighborhoods
here for many years and always wanted to live
here, but was a little hesitant as I had heard about
the history of things that went on in the Lower
Greenville area. After being in the area a year we
got over those hesitations, ended up in Vickery
Place and I think it’s one of the best decisions I’ve
ever made. We have a great community and many
great neighbors that give a lot of time and energy
to make this neighborhood the wonderful place
that it is. It is my honor and privilege to be President of this historic neighborhood association.
After I decided that I wanted to run for office, I
thought a lot about what I, along with our board,
could do to continue the good work being done here
and add to that. To that end my “mission”, as I see
it, is the following:
Continue to build upon the success stories of our
Wine Walk and National Night Out and to add to
this, I would like to explore the possibility of doing
a home tour again, as I understand the one we did
a few years back was quite a success. Additionally,
it would acquaint people with our historic neigh-

Next VPNA General Meeting
Tuesday January 12th, 7:00 pm
The Grape Restaurant
2808 Greenville Avenue

borhood, which I believe would be useful as so
many new people are moving to Dallas and could
get to know a little more about our neighborhood
and its history.
I thought our Smart Classroom fundraiser was
also a historic success. I would like to augment
this by working more closely with Lee Elementary
to help them continue to grow successfully.
I would also like to continue the work we started
with the sidewalk survey, and take the next step
in working with the city to see what it takes to improve the sidewalks in our neighborhood.
We have also built a great coalition with adjoining neighborhood associations to work together
to promote smart growth in the immediate areas
surrounding the neighborhood. I want to continue
this great effort and stay involved with them.
Finally, I would love to see more of our neighbors
get involved with these efforts. As I mentioned earlier, we have a lot of great neighbors who give a lot
of time and energy to make this neighborhood the
success that it is. If you are not involved, I encourage you to come to meetings, get to know VPNA
and participate as you can. I can speak personally
that it is a rewarding experience that will benefit
both you and the neighborhood.
(continued on page 2)
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I appreciate everyone’s support in nominating and
electing me to this position and I look forward to
working with you in order to continue to make
Vickery Place a great place to live. I also invite
you to tell me your ideas about improvements or
other things you would like to see. Please email me
directly at rob@vickeryplace.com. I wish everyone
the best in 2016.
Yours Truly,
Rob Irvin

Dallas History Conference
January 30th
Calling all of you Dallas history buffs! This year’s
marks the 17th Annual Legacies History Conference, ‘Breaking the Mold’, which will take place
on Saturday, January 30th at the Hall of State in
Fair Park. Sign in & morning refreshments begin
at 8am, conference is 9am–12:30pm.
Registration MUST be received by January 22nd,
2016, in order to qualify for $35 fee; late registra-

tion will be $45 each on a space available basis.
To register for the conference or find out more:
www.dallasheritagevillage.org.
Conference Presentations:
Susanne Starling,
“Armed Dallas Mob Raids Corporate Headquarters: The Hedgcoxe War or the Peters Colony
Rebellion”
Evelyn Montgomery,
“It Seemed Like a Good Idea at the Time:
Planning in Dallas”
John Slate and Willis Winters
“Racial Desegregation of Dallas Parks”
J. Gordon Melton
“Swimming in Other Streams:
Alternative Currents in Dallas’s Religious Tradition”
Special Feature
“Conversation with a History Maker:
Anita Martinez,”
conducted by Mercedes Olivera.
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set goals to improve the safety and quality of life
in and around our neighborhood.

VPNA-sponsored smart
classroom is installed!
We are so proud to announce the Vickery Placesponsored Smart Classroom has been installed at
Lee Elementary! Thank you to all the neighbors
who made this possible with your generous (taxdeductible!) donations.

This will be an open forum to express your top priorities for Vickery Place. Topics may include:
• Community pride/sense of place (home tour,
newsletter/social media).
• Crime prevention initiatives (crime watch, networking, camera installation, private patrols,
National Night Out).
• Beautification/Improvement projects (street
lighting, tree planting).
• Educational programs (City services, zoning,
home repair, gardening, area schools).
• Social activities to foster camaraderie (wine
walks, porch parties, chili cook-off, happy
hours).
We want to hear what is important to YOU. Meet
the 2016 Board, join a committee, and voice your
ideas. The Grape will offer happy hour pricing for
drinks and appetizers throughout the meeting.

A TOAST TO THE NEW YEAR!
VPNA General Meeting

Tuesday, January 12, 7PM to 8:30PM,
The Grape, 2808 Greenville Avenue
Join us for the January VPNA general meeting to
celebrate a new year, meet fellow neighbors and

2016 Board of Directors
President - Rob Irvin
Vice President - Gary Hicks
Secretary - Michael Lugo
Treasurer - Wally Bettes
Members at Large:
Beth Bentley, Tim Clyde, Selena Urquhart,
Debbie Simurda, Dustin Ortmann, Loveleen
Kulkarni, Nora Clark.

Vickery Place’s newsletter is published by
Vickery Place Neighborhood Association.
Editor: alun@vickeryplace.com
For sponsorship rates and information
email info@vickeryplace.org
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