***NO GENERAL MEETING
IN DECEMBER***

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Next VPNA General Meeting will
be Thursday, January 12, 7:00
pm, at Vickery Towers.

In 2011 we celebrated 100 years of
Vickery Place! As the year draws to a
close, I chose to reflect on some of my
favorite highlights of this past year.

Vickery Place resident and architect Daron Tapscott’s presentation of the first years
of Vickery Place history was so engaging, educational and interesting. I want to
thank Daron again for the many hours of research he dedicated to gathering all the intricate and interesting facts about
how our neighborhood started here in 1911. It was a wonderful peek into the past. We can’t wait for more!
The Wine Walk last spring was a great way to get together with neighbors, stroll through our streets and enjoy some
wine on a few front porches. I hope we’ve started a tradition that will continue for many years to come. Let’s do it
again soon! (Hot wassail, anyone?)
Our Vickery Place Centennial Home Tour was also a resounding success! Much thanks again to our hard-working
Home Tour Committee led by resident (and now board-member-elect) Julie Do, as well as to our participating
homeowners! Thanks also to Debbie Simurda who is a marketing dynamo, to Matt Simons for his graphic design
extraordinaire, to the Quadling’s who hosted a vibrant VIP Party the night before the tour and to all our volunteers.
The Home Tour was an excellent showcase of our neighborhood and a very special celebration of our centennial year.
Other highlights of the year for me included the social gatherings at Downing Hill, Mextopia, The Grape and Rohst, a
bubbly time at National Night Out (a shout-out of thanks to Derek Adleta for organizing the raffle!), the “Bee People”
presentation including pictures from our own bee tree on Goodwin, the nostalgic Recipes and Recollections cookbook,
and North Haven Garden’s continued sponsorship of our Yard of the Month.
Warmest wishes to you, my neighbors, for a joyful holiday season and a wonderful New Year in 2012. Cheers!
~ Selena Urquhart, VPNA President
VICKERY PLACE 'SIGN TOPPER' DESIGN CONTEST
Many of you have noticed and commented on the faded Vickery Place street sign toppers. As Vickery Place turns 101
years old in 2012, we’d like to celebrate with new street sign toppers! The next step is designing the signs and we’re
calling on YOU for help! 'Sign Topper' Design Contest con't on page 2.

Bulky Trash
Week of the 2nd Monday
Don’t Set Out Trash Before:

Vickery Place 1911 - 2011

Thursday, December 8

Pick Up Week:

Volume 30, Issue 12

December 12 - 16

December 2011

1-DAY Weekly Trash &
Recycling Pick-up
EVERY MONDAY

VPNA 2012 BOARD
President – Mark Rieves
Vice-President – Selena Urquhart
Treasurer – Henley Quadling
Secretary – Debbie Simurda
Members at Large:
Allan Cano
Beth Bentley
Julie Do
Mary Kay Henley
Will Short

ANNUAL MEETING, POT LUCK AND ARTISAN FAIRE

The November annual meeting is
when the association elects its new
board to serve for the upcoming year.
The VPNA Board of Directors is
made up of four officers and five
members-at-large. At this year's
November 10th meeting, Nominating
Committee chairperson Daron
Tapscott presented the proposed slate
for the 2012 Board. There were no
nominations presented from the floor. A motion was made to accept the proposed slate and
seconded, the motion passed unanimously. Congratulations and welcome 2012 Vickery Place
Neighborhood Association Board of Directors! Thank you 2011 Board for your time,
dedication, and service to protect and maintain the quality of life in our neighborhood.
After the association business was concluded, a delicious feast was
enjoyed by all. Dishes were prepared by the VPNA board and
residents, accompanied by a vast selection of beer and wine
generously donated by Henley & Wendy Quadling. Guests perused
the artists’ tables in search of that something special
holiday gft. This year’s vendors included Candy
Hearne, Carrie Atkinson, Robin Terrell, Maria
Gonzalez, and Debbie Simurda—Debbie still has
VPNA merchandise for sale, just email
DSimurda@mainstreetinc.net. Proceeds from the
sales of VPNA merchandise goes directly back to
Vickery Place. 'Thank you' to all who participated and 'thanks' to Vickery
Towers for hosting our meeting.
VICKERY PLACE 'SIGN TOPPER' DESIGN CONTEST con't from page 1
We have a lot of talent in Vickery Place, from architects to graphic designers and lots of people with a good eye. Time
to put pen to paper (or mouse and keyboard to design program) and create an entry for the sign topper competition!

• Maximum sign dimensions are 24" wide x 9" high and can be die cut to various shapes
within those dimensions.

• Signage should include the words “Vickery Place” and the year “1911”.
• The design can only be two colors (purple & white).
• You may submit two versions, one including the words “Conservation District” and a
matching version without that verbiage inclusive of the whole neighborhood.
• All Vickery Place residents are eligible to submit entries. Please include your name &
address when you make your submission.
The deadline for entries is February 1. We will start showcasing the entries on
VickeryPlace.com and vote on the entries at the February general meeting. Submit your
designs to signtoppers@vickeryplace.com. We look forward to seeing many creative
ideas from our neighbors!
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FATE OF JAMES B. BONHAM ELEMENTARY ~ submitted by Velouette Zavadil
Our local elementary school, James B. Bonham, is
in peril.
On Thursday, Nov. 17, an ad hoc committee of the
DISD Board of Trustees proposed to close and
consolidate eleven schools by the 2012-2013
school year. Inexplicably, James B. Bonham, one
of the best schools in DISD, and the nation, was
included on that list.
James B. Bonham has been Vickery Place’s
elementary school since 1924. Despite its long-term presence in our neighborhood some may be unaware of what a
great school it is.
In 2003 Bonham achieved exemplary status and has consistently maintained this standard in every subsequent year.
In 2009 the school was one of 10 schools in the nation to be awarded the National Excellence in Urban Education
Award, and the school leadership was invited to present their strategies for success at a national symposium. Bonham
has even received international attention with school leadership from as far away as Australia visiting the school.
You may have driven by and noticed the Blue Ribbon on the wall and not realized what an honor this signifies. Last
year Bonham was one of only 25 schools in the entire state of Texas to be named a 2010 Blue Ribbon school by the
Department of Education. The same year first grade teacher Rogelio Garcia received the 2010 Milken National
Educator award.
That was last year. Today DISD wants to close our school. The proposed redistribution of Bonham’s students is
either to Robert E. Lee or busing to Ben Milam. While Robert E. Lee, which currently serves 4 blocks of Vickery
Place, is exemplary, Milam has not been able to achieve that standard.
Please join us in supporting our award winning neighborhood school. Having such an educational gem in walking
distance to our homes,
strengthens our community and
adds value to our neighborhood.
This decision will reportedly be
finalized by January so take
action NOW. To learn how,
visit savebonham.org.

BLUE RIBBON SHOW OF SUPPORT FOR BLUE RIBBON SCHOOL
You may notice blue ribbons starting to appear on some trees in our neighborhood.
This is a show of support for our Exemplary neighborhood elementary school and Blue
Ribbon School award winner, James B. Bonham Elementary, one of the schools DISD
is considering for closure.
Show your support to keep James B. Bonham our neighborhood school. Contact
info@savebonham.org if you would like a blue ribbon on one of your trees, and we will
place one for you. Or make a ribbon yourself. Help save Bonham! savebonham.org.
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Vickery Place Neighborhood
VICKERY PLACE HELPS THOSE IN NEED
North Texas Food Bank Canned Food
Drive Update (which kicked off at the
VPNA Annual meeting): 208 canned
goods + 28 boxed foods + 16 pasta/
rice/beans + 7 seasoning/dressing/jelly
+ 6 Baby Food + 4 cartons broth + 1
Cracker Jack (sweet!) = 238 pounds of
food delivered to NTBF. Thanks to of
the Vickery Place neighbors who
contributed!!! You have made many
families’ Thanksgiving a little brighter.

PETS OF THE MONTH
This month we have 2 Vickery Place pets to feature!
If you would like to nominate your pet, email
info@vpna.org with photo and details.
MEET COOPER
An adorable eight year young
Beagle who has lived on
Goodwin Avenue for over a
year now with his lab mix
sister, Henley, and parents/
homeowners, Courtney and
Sydney Richardson. Cooper
loves to run and howl in the
back yard, but his favorite
thing to do is go on walks
around Vickery Place
neighborhood with his mom, Sydney, where he has made
lots of new friends.
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GOODNIGHT IRENE
Irene and her friends, Nola
and Liuzza, came to live
with Julie & Huy Do on
Miller Avenue in July.
Many of you know Irene
from her escapades around
the neighborhood and the
scare she gave her owners
when she ran off one night.
After being attacked by
some critters and some negotiation of the pecking
order, the girls are now getting along like three peas in
a pod. They’ve settled in so nicely that they’ve even
decorated for Christmas and are looking forward to
seeing what presents arrive under the tree and in their
stockings. Pictured: Irene (black Americana) and Nola
(Rhode Island Red), while Liuzza is busy elsewhere
supplying some eggs for the Do's holiday baking.

VICKERY PLACE LAUNCHES COOKBOOK
The launch party at
Downing Hill for the
Vickery Place Centennial
Cookbook, Recipes and
Recollections: Vickery
Place Cooking Since 1911,
co-edited by Kathy Harris
and Shelia Huffman was a
tremendous success.
Friends, neighbors and
residents of Vickery Place
and surrounding neighborhoods gathered to sample a variety of dishes
from the Vickery Place cookbook, enjoy wine and Seltzer and shop
Downing Hill’s unique garden studio.
The door prize, a huge gift basket aptly named “Above the City” was
filled with gourmet kitchen gadgets as well as the Vickery Place
Centennial Cookbook and was won by Paula Rutledge. Two other gift
baskets, “Kitty Linn’s Snickerdoodles” and “Granny Mobley’s Southern Grits”
named for recipes from long ago neighbors were won by Kristy Cobb and
Natalie Rachel.
Earlier residents or associates of
Vickery Place who helped celebrate the
launching of the cookbook were Nan
Works Leary, Eva Potter Morgan, Joe
Gilbert, Dr. and Mrs. Henry Mobley,
Dr. Bobby Temple and Mr. and Mrs.
Dan Linn. Having contributed
photographs and recipes to the book it
was a privilege to meet them and
to have them celebrate with us.
A sincere thanks to Tom
Henderson and his daughter Amy for hosting the party at Downing Hill.
Thank you Beth Bentley, Candy Hearne and Linda Mitchell for helping set
up, serve and greet and thank you Jeanine Baisch for preparing pumpkin
bread for sampling.
The cookbook can be purchased at Downing Hill, 3016 Greenville Avenue
from now throughout the Christmas season. Only $11.00 and filled with
history and quips, it makes a wonderful keepsake for family and friends and
it is the prefect teacher and hostess gift for the holidays. ~ Shelia Huffman
Thank You Shelia and Kathy for all your hard work on such an inspiring
project! The cookbook embodies the heart, soul and appetite of Vickery Place throughout the years!
Shelia Huffman is a past President and long time member of the VPNA board, worked on the Conservation District
Committee, Home Tour Committee, and has been co-editor of the Vickery Place News since 2005. Kathy Harris has
served on the VPNA Board, Home Tour Committee and organized the Vickery Place Needle Nerds knitting group.
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DALLAS SYMPHONY CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION SPECIAL
December 2-18, 2011
This year Vickery Place residents and their friends are invited to share a 30%
discount for the Dallas Symphony Orchestra’s Christmas Celebration! (Please note,
the Friday December 2 performance is sold out). On the Contact Line of the ticket
order form, one should place their name, followed by VPNA/DSC Friend (e.g. Sant
A. Claus/VPNA/DSC Friend). For seating chart and pricing, contact Meghan
Sanda, Manager of Direct Sales, M.Sanda@DalSym.com, 214-871-4054 or Vickery
Place resident and DS Chorus baritone Scott Gordon, 214 538-3884.
The DSO’s holiday concert returns with a show that is festive for the entire family. Join conductors Joshua Habermann
and Lawrence Loh for A World of Joy, unforgettable entertainment featuring beloved carols and majestic pageantry
from the Dallas Symphony Chorus, the Christmas Celebration Children’s Choir and the Dallas Symphony Orchestra!
Santa Claus might even pay a visit to this joyous concert celebrating the season of light! www.dallassymphony.com.
POCKET SANDWICH THEATRE PRESENTS EBENEZER SCROOGE
November 25 thru December 23
For the 30th consecutive Holiday Season, the Pocket Sandwich Theater presents its musical
adaptation of Dickens’ classic story, “A Christmas Carol”. This heart-warming Christmas
musical is a tale of love and redemption which everyone should see at least once a year by
young and old alike. Ticket prices range from $10 - $18, evening and matinee show times
available. Reservations are strongly recommended, 214 821-1860 or visit
www.pocketsandwich.com.
HOLIDAY HOME TOUR, BOUTIQUE, & HOLIDAY CAFE

Thursday to Sunday December 8-11, 11:00 am – 4:00 pm
The Alexander Mansion at 4607 Ross, now home to The Dallas Woman’s
Forum, is the last of the grand 19th century mansions that once lined this
avenue. Experience the magic of the season, made more special amid the
nostalgic setting of this turn of the century home at the Dallas Women’s Forum
Holiday Home Tour, Boutique featuring art and handcrafted gift items, and the
Holiday Café which offers a different menu each day. $10 admission for
adults, $5 for children (Holiday cafe meal
costs extra). For tickets and info, 214-8234533, www.alexandermansiondallas.com.

As neighbors travel this holiday season,
keep an eye on their home--pick up daily
newspapers or mail left in the box. Offer
to park your car in their driveway, so
the house appears to be occupied.
Have a Save and Happy Holiday!
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CELEBRATE
LOWER GREENVILLE
Lower Greenville Street
Improvements Are Now
Completed!
Mark Your Calendars For The Lower
Greenville Fest On Saturday,
December 10th!
Over 10 Area Businesses Will Be
Participating In This Event Featuring
Food, Drinks & Live Music!
More Details To Follow!

LOWER GREENVILLE SUP STATUS ~ submitted by Mark Rieves
On November 7th Dallas City Council voted unanimously to support the City Plan
Commission’s recommendation to deny the Special Use Permit (SUP) to the bowling alley on
Lowest Greenville Avenue. Granting the permit would have only allowed the establishment to
stay open after midnight. The bowling alley could have been built and operated without the
special use permit if it closed at midnight.
VPNA participated in the coalition of six neighborhood associations supporting the City Plan Commission’s
recommendation to oppose the SUP application. It is very important to note that VPNA did NOT oppose the bowling
alley concept. VPNA, along with the five other neighborhood associations, only opposed operation after midnight for
many reasons:

• The actual space devoted to bowling was limited to six lanes, only about one-third of the facility’s total 14,000 sq. ft.
capacity. Five bars were planned throughout the location, including a rooftop bar. Therefore, over 9,000 square feet
would have been dedicated to bar space. With the average bar/restaurant on Lowest Greenville around 2,000 square
feet, the bar-portion of this establishment would have been four and a half times larger than the average.

• Maximum occupancy of this establishment would have been 500-600 patrons. With only six bowling lanes, only 36
people (6 per lane) could realistically be bowling in an hour. Therefore, while 36 people bowl, the other 464+ people
are doing…?

• The parking lot for this establishment was located two blocks away, across Greenville Avenue, in a residential
neighborhood. So at 2am, a potential 464+ patrons (over 90% who had NOT been bowling) are spilling into the street,
walking two blocks into our neighborhood, and driving away through our neighborhood in up to 200-300 cars.
When VPNA analyzed the above facts, it was an easy decision to not support this applicant staying open after
midnight. And in the end, the City Plan Commission and Dallas City Council unanimously agreed with our position.
It is also important to note that VPNA and the neighborhood association coalition have only opposed three other SUP
applications: The Service Bar, Yucatan, and Shade. All were denied on grounds of gross violations of code and crime.
We have supported 16 applications, all of which were approved. So, our recommendations have been 100%
consistent with the City Plan Commission and Dallas City Council to date.
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MEET THE SPECIAL PEOPLE & SPECIAL PETS OF ANIMAL RESCUE OF TEXAS
Shelley Akins and her husband Scott moved to Vickery Place in 2006. They loved the neighborhood for its close
proximity to everything and in fact, they finalized the purchase of their Goodwin home while on their honeymoon.
Baby Hudson was born in 2008 and is looking forward to being a big brother in early summer, 2012.
When the Akins’ first dog, Willy Wonka, needed a companion they
contacted Animal Rescue of Texas (ART). What impressed Shelley was
the thoughtfulness of ART’s adoption process. Their goal was not in
placement numbers but rather making matches for life between families
and a pet. Not only did the Akins soon adopt Dulce but Shelley became
actively involved with ART.
ART does not have any shelters. It is solely foster homes provided by a
network of 50+ volunteers like the Akins devoted to nursing their animals
back to health. Their source of pets is kill shelters and ART takes only the
amount of dogs which they can medically take care of and responsibly
foster – primary focus is dogs that other organizations might deem nonadoptable or those with major medical issues. As you can appreciate ART’s medical costs are significant.
Some of you may remember ART as one of the beneficiaries of our Home Tour – an event which they greatly helped to
promote. ART reaches the community through Meet and Greet events at local businesses, social networking, web site
and networking with organizations such as Vickery Place Neighborhood Association to increase awareness, recruit
volunteers and foster homes as well as fundraising. For more information on ART please visit them at
www.animalrescueoftexas.org or Facebook. Be on the lookout for special ART Angel Trees over the holiday season by
staying in touch on Facebook.
ART Featured Dog Information:
Shelley (named after Shelley Atkins) is an almost 3 year old basenji mix. She is a very active,
playful dog. Her favorite things are her toys, especially if it involves playing keep-away with
her foster siblings.Shelley is very smart and loves to learn new tricks. Her favorite tricks are
“shake” and “high five”. Shelley is perfectly content minding her own business with a toy or
rawhide, and just likes to be near her people. She is very curious about everything going on in
the household. Shelley is active and must get enough exercise so she doesn’t get bored. She
would make a great running buddy except for one thing. If she sees a squirrel on the path, all
else is forgotten. Her hunting instincts kick in and she thinks it is her duty to rid the world of those pesky critters.
Shelley has a great personality and her unique curly tail just adds more character. She is slow to accept a new dog, but
with time, she will warm up to them. Shelley will make an excellent and loyal companion for the right adopter.
BB is a 6 month old border collie mix. This is his bio....I am adorably cute. I have an amazing
personality, not to mention, I am an absolute genius when it comes to learning new things. I am
potty trained, crate trained and I love to ride in the car and meet new people. I have a Clint
Eastwood kinda ease about new situations and things that might frighten other more, faint of heart
type dogs. Basically, I rock. Signed, BB.
Teddy is the baby boy of Tillie, also available for adoption on ART’s
website. They were both rescued from a puppy mill. Teddy is growing
into an adorable puppy. He’s been socialized with all sizes and ages of dogs and is doing
great. He loves to play with his foster sister Tessie (see her bio page on ART’s website,
too). Teddy is doing all the typical puppy behaviors. He’s mouthing everything and chewing
on anything he can find. Even at his tiny size, Teddy is confident, adventurous and loves to
roam around the backyard to find sticks and rocks to chew on. He’s just an all around happy, fun puppy.
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COMPLETE STREETS - Henderson Avenue
Vickery Place, Cochran Heights and Henderson Avenue NAs were well represented at the City’s Complete Street Open
House for the Knox-Henderson/Ross Avenue target segment, on November 14th at the Nasher Sculpture Center.
Peer Chacko, Assistant Director of the City of Dallas’ Sustainable Development Strategic Planning, Luis Tamayo also
with Department of Sustainable Development and Janet Tharp of Kimley-Horn and Associates, walked us thru the
Complete Street initiative. The Complete Streets project is intended to shift the city’s emphasis to building streets that
are safer, more livable, and welcoming to everyone. The citizen input approach will allow for street design to suit the
needs of the neighborhoods through which the target streets pass. Features considered for Henderson Avenue included
medians, wide sidewalks, bike lanes, distinctive crosswalks, pedestrian friendly, lighting, green space, trolleys and
underground utility lines.
Input gathered from each open house will be compiled and culminate at a meeting
planned for the Spring, where neighbors can review the Complete Street Vision and
Design manual as well as the short and long term implementation strategies. To find
out more or to give your input for Henderson Avenue, visit
www.dallascompletestreets.com.

Wishing you & yours
A holiday season
Full of wonder & joy!

FISH CITY GRILL DECEMBER SPECIALS
Due to popular demand, Dan Keils and his team are
extending their popular COMFORT MENU for another
month. In addition to their favorite Mesquite Smoked
Fish Fondue and New England Fin & Shell Pie, there’s
Surf & Sky (scallops & quail) and double-stacked
ambrosia of chocolate fudge brownie, infused cream
cheese, raspberry preserves and toasted cashews. Don’t
forget the 1st Tuesday charity fundraiser each month
benefiting a local charity.

2323 N. Henderson Ave., 214 826-3474
www.fishcitygrill.com

9

DECEMBER YARD OF THE
MONTH
5422 Richard - Melody Smith and
Courtney Hulse moved to Vickery
Place in September of 2009 because
of the great location. Melody said
she loves the close
proximity to things and that
walking down the street,
2011 Board of
Directors
“you actually know your
neighbors, which is atypical of Dallas”. They had the yard’s basic design initially
President: Selena Urquhart
created professionally with knockout roses and Japanese myrtles. Since then
Vice
President: Henley Quadling
they have changed out the flowers and maintain the yard themselves. Currently
Secretary: Mary Kay Henley
their landscape features colorful impatiens and
Treasurer: Wally Bettes
seasonal décor. In thanks for their lovely yard and
Members at Large:
garden Melody and Courtney will receive a $50 gift
Derek Adleta
card compliments of North Haven Gardens.
Beth Bentley
~Carrie Camen, Beautification Committee
Mark Rieves
If you have a yard to nominate for 'Yard of the Month', please email Carrie at
info@vpna.org with details.
The City of Dallas Stage 1 watering restrictions will begin
Monday, December 12, which allows landscape watering of any
kind only twice per week. Even house number addresses are
allowed to water on Sundays & Thursdays, odd house number
addresses on Saturdays & Wednesdays. Watering is only
allowed before 10 am or after 6 pm. savedallaswater.com

UR LAWN CARE
Maintenance & Landscaping
Call Uwe Reisch – 214-886-9202

E-mail: uwereisch@yahoo.com
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Debbie Simurda
Will Short
Newsletter Co-Editors:
Beth Bentley
Shelia Huffman
The Vickery Place Neighborhood
News is published by the Vickery
Place Neighborhood Association.
For advertising rates and info,

