Sidewalks Improvement Project
We are kicking off the Sidewalks Improvement
Project with a survey of our sidewalks on
Saturday, June 14th, at 10am. This is in lieu of
the June General Meeting. All hands on deck to
walk our sidewalks, photographing and documenting
the condition, the first step needed to approach the
City, apply for grants and begin fundraising.
We need at least six teams of four people (at
least 24 participants) to join us at the west end of
Vickery Blvd by the Dickey‘s parking lot at 10am.
Please bring cameras, measuring tapes and wear
your walking shoes!
We will divide into teams of at least four participants.
Each team will have an assigned street to survey,
photograph and document the sidewalks from West
to East, meeting at the Londoner to combine findings
and enjoy some social time. In case of rain, our rain
delay date will be June 21st at 10am.
If you can commit to be a team captain, please email
me at selena@vickeryplace.com. Please join us!

vickery towers
Hockaday school to Vickery towers, What’s next?
For over 100 years the property located on the northwest corner of Greenville and Belmont Avenues has
impacted lives of young and old alike.

Next VPNA General Meeting
Sidewalks Improvement Project: Sidewalk
Survey in lieu of the next VPNA General
meeting will be Saturday, June 14th at
10am. See above for details.

The Hockaday School for Girls was founded by Ms.
Ela Hockaday in 1913. She had a vision, a school that
would give young girls knowledge, culture, courage
and high moral standards and made it into a reality.
In 1919, she moved her school just beyond the Dallas
City limits to the corner of Greenville Avenue (then
a dirt road) and Belmont Avenue onto nine acres she
purchased of the Walter Caruth farm. Caruth’s threestoried Queen Ann style farmhouse remained on site
and was used to house older girls. Many of the campus buildings erected were designed by notable Dallas architects Lang & Witchell and Mark Lemmon.
By 1928, the school had acquired a national reputation for their academic achievements, offering a
quality education which guaranteed entrance to the
best universities of the nation. The “Hockaday Girls”
became community leaders in the eras following the
First and Second World Wars. By the 50s, Hockaday had outgrown its East Dallas campus and in
November 1961, the school relocated to a 100 acre
campus on Welch Road, where it stands today carrying on the Hockaday tradition.
In 1963, construction began of a 240 unit semi-luxury apartment complex on the old Hockaday site. The
development was named Hockaday Village Apartments and consisted of four 5-story buildings widely spaced on the heavily wooded 8.7 acre site. Each
apartment boasted wall-to-wall carpeting, draperies,
with floor to ceiling windows; ground units had sliding glass doors leading to individually landscaped patios. Amenities included a pool, fully equipped play

Bulk Trash
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area, tennis court, health club and sauna baths. The
apartments were only a few minutes from downtown
and shopping, recreation and dining facilities were
all close by. Young families and young professionals,
who could not yet afford a house of their own, quickly
filled the complex.

POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS
The primary’s are over; the political campaign
season is about to start in earnest. Here’s six things
to know about posting political signs:
•

By the late-70’s, demographics and development of
the area had changed, and so did the complex. It became Belmont Towers and consisted mainly of retired
or semi-retired individuals. In 1996, Seattle-based
Emeritus Corp. purchased the facility and planned
a $10 million renovation. The 302 unit facility was
renamed Vickery Towers, and catered to seniors
seeking independent or assisted living.

•
•

In April, Emeritus at Vickery Towers announced
that they will be closing their doors, relocating their
residents by July 15, 2014. Over the years neighbors
have gathered here for a variety of meetings as well
as to cast their ballots on Election Day, and chances
are many of you knew someone who resided at Vickery Towers. We would like to thank the staff of Vickery Towers for accommodating us over the years and
always making us feel welcome—we wish you and
the residents the very best in the future. So, what
will be the next incarnation on this corner? At this
point we do not know what is in store for this property or how it will be redeveloped, but we will keep you
posted as we learn more in the upcoming months.

•
•

•

Political Signs are allowed to be placed on private property with permission from the owner
24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and 365 days a
year
There are no restrictions on the timeframe that
political signs can be placed prior to or after an
election
A permit is required if:
- The sign has an effective area greater than
36 square feet (6 ft x 6 ft)
- It is more than 8 feet high
- It is illuminated
- It has moving elements
Signs cannot be placed in the visibility triangle
of a corner lot
Political signs may not be placed on any
public property (i.e. any city-owned facility,
public schools, county buildings, and any other
governmental facility or property) and will be removed if discovered
Political Signs may not be placed in or on the public right of way (i.e. medians, public easements,
etc.) and will be removed if discovered

For more information contact City of Dallas Code
Compliance at 214.670.5708.

Free Custom Note Cards
from OFF AVENUE STUDIO
Vickery Place resident Teresa
Wyatt of OFF AVENUE STUDIO
creates ‘one of a kind’ Monoprint
Note Cards using local botanicals.
For no charge, she will come to
your garden and collect cuttings,
monoprint them and mount the
prints on simple card stock. You
receive 10% of the successful prints
for free! Contact Teresa at info@offavenuestudio.com to schedule a
garden visit…
“Teresas’ prints really captured a
moment in time from our garden”
-Vickery Place Resident

2014 Board of
Directors

President - Selena Urquhart
Vice President - Beth
Bentley
Secretary - Allan Cano
Treasurer - Michael Jones
Members at Large:
Anna Short, Anton Skowronski,
Janet Morris, Pam Thomas,
Salim Nourallah, Will Short
The Vickery Place newsletter
is published by Vickery Place
Neighborhood Association.
Editor: alun@vickeryplace.com
For sponsorship rates and information
email info@vickeryplace.org
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Exercise your
right to be fit.

People who make fitness part of life make Baylor Tom Landry Fitness
Center their go-to fitness resource. The convenient location near
downtown Dallas makes it easy to work out on the way to or from the
office or at lunch. The facility offers an array of amenities, from two pools
to classes, advanced exercise equipment and an outdoor walking trail.
And the professional trainers are at the top of their game. So if you’re
ready to find your fitness, it’s here.
For more information or a FREE
one-week pass, call 214.820.7872
or visit www.LandryFitness.com.
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JUNE Yard of the Month
June’s Yard of the Month award goes to three
neighbors. The featured yards of Vickery
Place Neighborhood were the 2014 Wine Walk
participants. Each is distinctive yet captures
the VPNA spirit in its own right.
5601 Richard has been the home to Christian
and Casey Herr since 2010. Careful planning has assorted perrennials surrounding
the inviting front porch. Waiting to bloom are
Turk’s Cap and lavender.
Completing the beautiful backyard are a cabana and pool, both completed by the Herrs
when they renovated upon purchasing.
Tim and Susan Tomlinson bought 5405 Willis in 2009. Susan tells us that Tim loves the
rosemary planted throughout for its fragrance
and for cooking. Beautiful “May Night” salvia
is int the front yard. This is a drought friendly staple that blooms in June and then after
being cut back and fertilized, will return to bloom
again. Good advice from the Tomlinsons, “stay on top
of your garden even if it is just a little weed pulling
here and there.”
Comanding the corner at 5354 Vickery is the home of
Wendy and Henley Quadling. In 2010 the Quadlings
renovated extensively and created a beautiful home
with many areas for entertaining. There is always
something blooming in this yard. Wendy says one of
her favorites are the peony bushes that remind her
of her grandmother. Wendy’s favorite is not impossible to grow in Texas but can be challenging as there
is no cold dormant season the plant prefers. One tip
is to not to water for about six weeks in September
and October and cut back any growth. By the second
season blooms should appear.
Thank you neighbors for opening your lovely homes
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to Wine Walk and thank you North Haven Gardens
for rewarding the winners as you do every month.
-Beautification Committee: Mary Kay Henley &
Debbie Simurda

