Happy Birthday Vickery Place NA!
This February, as we enter into our 37th year as an
organized neighborhood association, we celebrate
the residents of Vickery Place and its mission which
includes preserving the neighborhood and improving
the quality of life within our neighborhood and our city.
Below is how it all began!

A NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
WAS BORN…1982
~ Excerpt from a series of articles titled ‘A Snapshot of
Vickery Place...1982’, by Linda Mitchell, published in
the 2007 VPNA Newsletters.
On January 28, 1982, nearly 100 Vickery Place
neighbors gathered together in the basement of the
Greenville Avenue Christian Church for a meeting with
representatives of the Dallas Department of Housing
and Neighborhood Services to consider the future of the
neighborhood.
At the meeting the staff presented the results of
an extensive neighborhood study conducted during
December of 1981 and then attendees provided
feedback on those results. The staff also presented an
inventory of needs for public facilities and services and
listed recent accomplishments for the neighborhood.
Marvin Krout (Planning Manager) said that in his
opinion, neighborhoods with neighborhood associations
generally do better than neighborhoods without. During
the meeting, approximately 30 neighbors signed a list

Bulk Trash Pickup is the
Week of the 2nd Monday
Don’t Set Out Trash Before: Thurs, February 8th
Pick Up Week February 12th-16th
Weekly Trash & Recycling Pick-up
Every Monday

indicating that they were interested in participating
in a neighborhood association, and it was from this list
that the North Henderson Neighborhood Association
was born. (Later the name was changed to the Vickery
Place Neighborhood Association.)

Coyotes, Foxes and Racoons, Oh My!
Take a walk on the wild side! Join us Tuesday February 13, 7pm at Desperados, 4818 Greenville Avenue,
to learn ways we can safely and effectively dis¬courage
unwanted and possibly dangerous wild animals from
settling in our neighborhood. Bonnie Bradshaw of
911Wildlife (www.911Wildlife.com), a local Texas company specializing in humane residential and commercial animal removal, will tell us all about the “other”
residents of Vickery Place.
Did you know: Coyotes, foxes and raccoons flourish in
urban neighborhoods like ours and are more likely to
be in greater numbers and in better health than their
cousins living “out in the country?” Trapping and relocating wild animals does not usually work? And what
about the “dangerous” side of foxes and coyotes – should
we worry about the safety of our family and our pets?
Drinks, appetizers & dinners will be available. Happy
Hour prices till 7:30pm, and some Queso Bandido will
be provided just to get things started. So come early,
order some nachos, have a margarita, and learn more
about the wild side.

Next VPNA General Meeting
Join us Tuesday February 13,
7pm at Desperados,
4818 Greenville Avenue,
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ST. PATRICK’S DAY FESTIVITIES
Time to get your green on! St. Patrick’s Day merriments
begin on Saturday, March 17, 2018 with a parade in the
morning on Upper Greenville, followed by the annual
street party on Lower Greenville between Vanderbilt
and Vickery. The popular street party attracts thousands and tens of thousands to private parties in the
surrounding neighborhoods.
Blocks closest to the party zone will be closed to through
traffic and the City will designate “no parking” areas
with signs placed generally on the north side of streets
in Vickery Place. Due to the increased traffic and congestion, plan your day’s activities accordingly.
Maps of the affected area and other pertinent information will be distributed with your March newsletter and
posted on our webpage VickeryPlace.com and the Vickery Place Facebook page.

If I had a Hammer…‘NO PARKING’ SIGN
BUILDING PARTY
All Vickery Place residents are invited to come help
build the ‘No Parking’ signs for the St. Patrick’s Day
street party. With approximately 300+ ‘no parking’
signs to assemble, we will need plenty of extra hands!
Bring your hammer and join your neighbors on Wednesday, March 14, 6:30pm, at 5518 Goodwin Avenue. Pizza, beer & water will be provided.

Vickery-Works Tree Planting,
Saturday February 24
VPNA is pleased to announce that there will be a neighborhood Tree Planting on Saturday, February 24, 2018,
sponsored in part by descendants of the Vickery and
Works families, the founders of Vickery Place!
The beautiful, tall, canopied trees that line the streets
of Vickery Place help make our neighborhood a unique
and special place to live. Besides looking pretty, trees

improve our air quality, buffer noise, and naturally cool
our neighborhood. Unfortunately, over the years Vickery Place has lost many of its trees due to storms, disease, new construction or just old age. The trees are
made available through the City of Dallas Urban Reforestation Program.
We need manpower to help plant the trees—if you can
lend a hand (and a shovel), please show up at 5315 Vickery Avenue at 8am on Saturday Feb 24th. (If you ordered a tree, be ready to plant at your address around
8:30am—the trees will be dropped off at your address).
We plan to have this event on a regular yearly basis,
so if you did not get the opportunity to order a tree this
time, please do so the next go around. This will benefit
our neighborhood for many years to come.

LEE ELEMENATARY UPDATES
The 2nd semester is off and running at Lee! We have
some exciting news to announce…the wait is over! The
school received word over the holiday break from the International Baccalaureate headquarters congratulating
the school on their official authorization as an International Baccalaureate campus!
The campus is now a Primary Years Programme (PYP)
school, which engages students ages 3-12 in developing the skills, knowledge & attitudes needed to excel
in their studies and in their personal growth. The IB
curriculum strives to achieve better integration of all
subjects taught.
To become an official PYP school, the school participated in a nearly 3 year process that included a review
of qualifications and achievements, several months of
consultations, trial implementations and verification
visits. As many of you know, JL Long Middle School
and Woodrow Wilson High School are also IB schools.
Students will be able to stay in the program all the way
through!
In addition, on December 14, the DISD School Board
voted unanimously to accept the proposed name of Geneva Heights as the new name for Lee. The board commended our school’s renaming process and we join them
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Thinking of selling your home? Call the expert in Real Estate since 1995...

WAYNE GARCIA
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214.506.3535
wayne@waynegarcia.com

in looking ahead to what the future holds for Geneva
Heights International Baccalaureate World School. The
official name change will occur next school year with signage changes, etc to be replaced over the summer.
Lee is receiving more and more support from parents,
neighbors, and local businesses. As we kick of 2018, we
wanted to thank the various groups that have been instrumental to the continued growth and success of our
neighborhood elementary school:
•
Project Refresh (https://www.facebook.com/projectrefreshrel ) donated over $30,000 to support science
education at Lee through the addition of a new designated science lab along with curriculum-aligned educational kits to assist hands-on learning for grades K-5.
•
The Pre-Lee association (https://www.facebook.
com/groups/PreLee ) has over 80 members, over 250
facebook members and now has signs at what seems like
every other house in the neighborhood. Thanks in part
to their efforts there is a big kinder class at Lee. The
Pre-Lee association held a super-fun Cornhole tournament that generated $1,000 to support the science lab at
Lee.

2016 Vickery Place Home Tour.
•
The Belmont Addition Conservation District
has continued their support of the school through donations of $3,000 towards the science lab and $5,000 to
support dual-language instruction at Lee.
•
A number of teachers collectively raised over
$7,500 using DonorsChoose.org. These donations purchased equipment for Art and Music, a set of Harry Potter books for the after school reading club, headphones
for the K-2 computer lab, iPads for the Gifted and Talented program, and classroom supplies for individual
teachers.
•
Local businesses (Scapes Incorporated, The Exchange Club of East Dallas, Botolino Gelato, Chipotle,
Slaters 50/50, Yucatan Taco Stand, Cici’s Pizza, R Taco,
Chuy’s, Greenville Avenue Pizza Company, Bar and
Garden, BuzzBrews and Halcyon) supported the school
through donations and Spirit Nights.
We thank all of these organizations and the numerous
individuals that have supported the school and wish all
the best in 2018.

•
VPNA has continued their support of the school
through sponsorship and donations to last year’s inaugural Color Run, as well as donating funds from the

Build a Better You
At Baylor Tom Landry Health and
Wellness Center, our inside-out
approach leads to an all-around
healthy lifestyle—and building
a better you.

Get a FREE 7-day trial membership.
Call 214.820.7872
or visit LandryFitness.com.
©2018 Baylor Scott & White Health. BSWTLFC_13_2018 GD
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THE WHOOPEE WAR
The Friends of the Lakewood Library is proud to present local humorist, Dr. Paul Benson in a special event
at Lakewood Library on Wednesday, February 7th, at
2 pm. His presentation, THE WHOOPEE WAR whimsically deals with the “war” between Dallas and Fort
Worth when Dallas was given the honor of hosting the
1936 Texas Centennial at Fair Park.
However, Fort Worth, led by Dallas-hater Amon Carter,
was not going to let Dallas have all the glory and mounted a rival fair called the Frontier Exposition. To get folks
to bypass Dallas and come to Fort Worth, Carter hired
Broadway producer Billy Rose to stage lavish Ziegfeldinspired productions at the newly built Casa Manana.
Rose also hired famed burlesque dancer Sally Rand to
open Sally Rand’s Nude Ranch where all the girls were
guaranteed buck-naked. In addition Rose brought his
Broadway show JUMBO to Fort Worth and had the
world’s longest bar built (as in saloon).
Everybody has been to Fair Park, but few appreciated
the historical significance of what happened in 1936 and
how this Dallas-Fort Worth rivalry actually helped both
cities in the long run! Included in this presentation will
be a 10 minute 1936 documentary on the Texas Centennial.
Doors open at 1:30 pm. The event is free and open to the
public, refreshments will be served. Carpooling is suggested because of limited parking.

Dallas Bikeway System Recap
Vickery Place neighbors kicked the new year into gear at
the January 9th meeting hosted by People’s Last Stand
in Mockingbird Station. Jared White, Bicycle Transportation Manager with the City of Dallas, gave an informative presentation about the 254 miles of bike paths
in and around Dallas and plans to further connect and
expand these trails. Most notably ‘the loop’, a contiguous
50-mile urban trail network encircling the core of Dallas, which is planned and almost fully funded through
a private/public partnership. Jared also addressed the
bike share program that rolled into town a few months
back. Currently there are 5 bike share companies vying for Dallas riders. After the initial ‘wait & see how it
works’ period, the City Council plans to address guidelines & regulations of some sort in February or March.
Jared did suggest using the 311 app to report abandoned
bike share bicycles (not being used for a few days), so
that this information can be tracked by the City. A big
Thank You to the staff of People’s Last Stand for being
so accommodating, and to Jared White, for taking time
out of his busy schedule to share his love
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Increased traffic Coming
to Vickery Place?
Planned Development 462 (PD462) runs the length of
Henderson Avenue and includes 3 commercial sub-districts & 2 residential sub-districts. Established in 1996,
it was a zoning agreement between landowners, business interests, neighborhood residents and the City. After an extensive land use study, PD462 was carefully
crafted to allow for future development of both commercial and residential properties, and permits a variety
of uses within each sub-district. Its purpose was to accommodate the existing mix of uses in the area, create a
more desirable pedestrian environment, and protect the
internal and adjacent stable residential neighborhoods.
The balance of resident areas between commercial subdistricts remains critical to uphold the appeal, walkability and sustainability of the area.
Open Realty Advisors, the largest single land owner on
Henderson Avenue, are proposing a zoning change to
accommodate a 5.75-acre commercial development on
Henderson between McMillan & Glencoe. The proposed
development intends to convert more than 3 acres of low
density residential properties to high density commercial use, and combine those properties with the remaining commercial lots in this strip. The proposal includes
190,000 s/f of retail, office and restaurant space with
heights up to 48 ft., and a 2 level/750 car below ground
parking garage. The traffic survey provided to the City
shows that this one development alone would increase
traffic on Henderson by 58%, pushing traffic into Vickery Place.
Neighborhood concerns for this proposal include:
•
Dramatically increasing traffic, driving cutthrough traffic onto McMillan and Glencoe. Henderson
is still a 2-lane road with no ability to widen.

•
The canyon effect/out of scale, currently commercial properties on Henderson are 1-story.
•
Spot zoning, not taking into consideration all of
PD462/ the rest of Henderson Avenue.
•
Converting residential properties to commercial, upsetting the critical balance.
•
Eroding away current zoning of PD462, setting
a precedent for further rezoning on Henderson.
This proposed development goes before City Council for
a vote in March. To voice comments, questions, concerns, contact Councilman Adam Medrano, adam.medrano@dallascityhall.com or Councilman Philip Kingston, philip.kingston@dallascityhall.com, and reference
Henderson Zoning Change, case #Z145-300.

½ teaspoon vanilla
1 cup semi-sweet chocolate chips
1 cup chopped walnuts or pecans (optional)
Melt butter and chocolate slowly in a pot large enough
to hold all of the ingredients. Cool slightly then add sugar and then beat in one egg at a time. Add vanilla and
all of the rest of the ingredients, mixing enough just to
blend the flour.
(You can replace the semi-sweet chocolate chips with
either milk chocolate chips, peanut butter chips, raspberry chips, or mint chips. The latter two can be found
in the grocery store around Christmas.) Using a wooden
spoon, stir in the nuts, if desired.
Spread evenly into a greased 9 by 13 pan and bake in a
pre-heated 350 degree oven for 25 minutes. Cool several
hours before trying to cut or remove from pan.

CHOCOLATE LOVERS BROWNIES
2 sticks of unsalted butter
4 ounces of unsweetened chocolate
2 cups sugar
4 large eggs
1 cup all-purpose flour
½ teaspoon salt

SANCHEZ REMODELING
and Handyman Services
WWW.SREMODELING.COM
469.450.5355
Free Estimates

Your renovation.
Our reputation.
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LAKEWOOD LIBRARY OPENING HOURS
Tuesday
Thursday
Saturday

10 - 8		
10 - 8		
10 - 6

Wednesday
Friday		

10 - 8
10 - 6

6121 Worth Street, 75214
214-670-1376 | lakewood@dallaslibrary.org
On bus routes: 19, 76

IMPORTANT TAX INFORMATION

REGARDING EXEMPTIONS
WHAT ARE EXEMPTIONS?

Exemptions are a form of tax relief that can reduce
the taxable value of your property.

DIFFERENT TYPES OF EXEMPTIONS:

Homestead Exemption, Disabled Individual Exemption, Agricultural
Land Exemption, Disabled Veteran Exemption, Over 65 Exemption

UR LAWN CARE

Maintenance & Landscaping

RESIDENTIAL HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION

In order to qualify for the residential homestead exemption, you must
be occupying the property as hour homestead on January 1 of the
tax year in which the exemption is granted. Your application must be
filed no later than April 30 to receive the tax benefit for this year.

Call Uwe Reisch - 214-886-9202

APPLYING FOR EXEMPTIONS

E-mail uwereisch@yahoo.com

You must have a Texas Driver’s License or Texas ID card. The address
on either of these must match the property address on the application,
otherwise the Chief Appraiser is prohibited from approving exemptions.

2018 Board of Directors

APPLY FOR FREE!

It is your responsibility as the homeowner to apply for exemptions.
It is FREE on your county’s central appraisal district website. The central
appraisal district may send you correspondence. Do not be fooled by
imposters trying to get your money by filing on your behalf.

President - Beth Bentley
Vice President - Laura Funderburk
Secretary - Claire Schwarz
Treasurer - Wally Bettes

Down-sizing or pulling equity from your home?
Do you know someone wanting to move to our area?
I help buyers and sellers full time with their real estate needs.

Members at Large:

Andy Van Noord, Debbie Simurda,
Greg Mandgelsdorf, Joe Seremet,
Kathryn Hunteman, Rob Irvin

Call me to work on a plan!

Vickery Place’s newsletter is published by
Vickery Place Neighborhood Association.
Editor: alun@vickeryplace.com
For sponsorship rates and information
email info@vickeryplace.org

Joseph Seremet
REALTOR®

KELLER-WILLIAMS URBAN DALLAS

469.844.8707
jseremet@kw.com
seremetrealty.com
If you have a brokerage relationship with another agency, this is not intended as a solicitation.
All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Call me Today! I’m ready to help!
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