
 It’s Back-to-School Time!
Dallas Independent Schools resume classes on Monday 
August 22, so the theme for the Vickery Place August 9th 
meeting is ‘Back To School’. The get together will be 
held on Tuesday, August 9, 6:30–8:30pm, at The Little 
Things children’s boutique, 5207 Bonita Avenue (corner 
of Bonita & Henderson--more info on the store below).

We invited the new principal Bert Hart of Robert E. Lee 
IB Elementary and principal Nancy Bernardino of the 
new choice school Solar Prep Elementary for Girls at 
James B. Bonham, to join us and tell us what exciting 
things are in store for the upcoming school year. 
Pre-Lee, the Robert E. Lee pre-school group, will give 
information about how to meet other parents of future 
Lee students and find out about activities for parents & 
their children. Vickery Place resident & DISD’s Chief of 
Transformation and Innovation, Mike Koprowski, will 
discuss Solar Prep Girls School and the ‘Choice School’ 
process. 

Please join us! There is plenty of parking behind the 
store (enter off Bonita). Come early and shop—they are 
currently having a sale! The store is family friendly with 
a playroom and coloring table. Snacks & refreshments 
will be provided.

The Little Things was started in October 2014 as an 
online shop by Cindy Weed and Amanda Fink—mother 
and daughter. Amanda began looking for baby and 
children’s clothes when she had her son, Nathan (now 
6) and discovered so many stylish, fashion-forward 
brands for kids and wanted to pull them all together in 

one shop. Cindy and Amanda found a cute little house 
on Bonita that would make the perfect kid’s boutique 
and moved into their shop in April 2015. They focus on 
buying all natural fabrics/organic materials with babies 
and little ones sensitive skin in mind. The shop offers 
clothing for newborns up to size 8, as well as baby gifts.  
During the school year they have story times and fun 
events for kids.

July General Meeting Recap
Oak Highlands Brewery – July 23

Approximately 20 neighbors braved the hot summer 
day and joined us at Oak Highlands Brewery (OHB) 
on Saturday, July 23. They were treated to great beers, 
delicious BBQ from Double M, and a brewery tour by 
Derrin Williams, one of the co-founders of the brewery. 
Derrin gave a very educational talk on the beer making 
process and all the steps involved. For the uneducated, 
the bottleneck in the brewing process for any brewery 
is the fermentation phase, which can take up to several 
weeks to complete depending upon the type of beer 
being brewed. OHB is in the process of installing two 
larger fermentation tanks which will greatly increase 
their capacity, in turn making their delicious beer more 
widely available.

OHB is one of the newer beer brewers in the Dallas 
area, having celebrated their one-year anniversary the 
week prior to our visit. They have many varieties of 
beers available, including their Allgood Kolsch, Derelict 
IPA and Freaky Deaky Belgian Tripel Ale. Their beers 
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may be found locally at various restaurants and pubs, 
Lakewood Growler and many other places (www.
oakhighlandsbrewery.com has a complete list).  In 
addition, their taproom is open from 4-8pm Thursdays 
and noon-6pm Saturdays, in case you missed the 
meeting and would like to visit in the future.

TREES FOR NORTH TEXAS WORKSHOP
Saturday, August 27, 2016, 9:00am-11:00am.
Texas A&M AgriLife Research and Extensin Center - 
Building “E”
17360 Coit Road, Dallas, TX 75252

Trees are an important investment to your property. 
They give you energy savings in your home or business, 
water savings in your landscape, and value to the resale 
of your property. Selecting the right tree and planting it 
properly helps improve the sustainability of your home 
or business landscape. This program teaches proper 
watering, pruning, common insect issues and diseases. 
A tree list will be provided.

Daniel Cunningham, a horticulturalist with the Water 
University at Texas A&M AgriLife Research in Dallas 
will be the instructor.

Vickery Place Conservation District 
TEN Years AFTER

On June 28, 2006, the Dallas City Council unanimously 
approved the Vickery Place Conservation District 
making it the 15th such district in Dallas. The intent 
of creating a Conservation District was to ‘preserve the 
neighborhood’s distinctive atmosphere, provide a strong 
‘sense of place’, and protect and enhance its significant 
architectural and cultural attributes’.  

Some opposed to the district passing feared that new 
construction would go elsewhere and that property 
values would plummet. However, quite the contrary has 
happened. New home construction and original home 
renovation is thriving in Vickery Place. In addition, 
property values have continued to increase.  

Of the 536,949 single family residences in the 
City of Dallas, approximately 17,000 homes are in 
Conservation Districts, that’s about 3.2%. This makes 
our neighborhood quite unique! There are currently 
17 Conservation Districts within Dallas, with Vickery 
Place being the 15th. As more cities are experiencing 
gentrification and redevelopment, they are looking 
for ways to preserve their historic past for future 
generations, and to conserve the look and feel of their 
core neighborhoods by maintaining the architectural 
styles, setbacks, roof slopes and building heights. Other 
cities with similar CDs to Dallas are Ft. Worth TX, 
San Antonio TX, San Jose CA, Phoenix AZ, Milwaukee 
WI, Atlanta GA, and Philadelphia PA to name a few.  
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could be seen squawking and feeding in our Live Oak 
and surrounding trees north to Vanderbilt and south to 
Vickery Blvd. 

Unfortunately, there seems to be only one juvenile left. 
This past Sunday, there were two in our back pecan 
tree watching me do yard work and just an hour after 
they left, I heard three pellet rifle shots. My hope is that 
someone was simply shooting a rouge squirrel, but since 
that time, I’ve only seen the one hawk.

PLEASE – do not shoot these birds or use Rat/Mouse 
poison! First, they are a protected species and killing 
them is illegal. Cooper’s Hawks mostly feed on small to 
medium size birds (they love the white winged doves 
that poop on our cars) and will occasionally feed on a rat 
or mouse. But if they eat a mouse or rat that has been 
poisoned, the hawk will die too.

Please note that these birds will NOT eat your small cat 
or dog! In fact, they cannot handle a full grown squirrel 
(which gets up to about 1.5 pounds). Squirrels routinely 
patrol our yard and in the empty lot across the street 
and the Cooper’s Hawks never go after them.

For more info: http://www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/
coopers-hawk. Be sure to check out “Songs and Calls” 
links in the lower right column of the page. I bet you’ve 
heard these hawks around your house too.

Please help protect our new residents!

2016 vpna home tour
We’ve had a busy few weeks and wanted to catch you 
all up on our Home Tour news. There will be six homes 
on the tour of various architectural styles and heritage.  
 

5545 Vickery – Craftsman built in 1912, extensively 
remodeled in 2014 by Rob Barney of DHLC Investments 
(homeowners Shelly & Rich Blythewood)
5315 Vickery – duplex built in 1922, that has been 
beautifully transformed to a single-family home 
by REDO Construction (homeowners Jenn & Ken 
Dawkins)
5219 Goodwin – classic Tudor built in 1922 with 
major renovations by recent homeowners (homeowners 
Laura & Matt Petka)
5624 Miller – modern Prairie built in 2014 by Tim Clyde 
of Westrup Construction, and Michael Wildemann of 
Double Door Properties (homeowner Steve Jorgensen)
5527 Richard – built in 1920, Craftsman with major 
enhancements inside and out but current and previous 
homeowners (homeowners Jordan August and Natasha)
5523 Richard – modern Prairie built in 2014 by Brian 
Gream Construction (Bill & Sarah Campbell) 
 

Thank you to all our homeowners for graciously 
welcoming us to your beautiful homes!
 
Tour proceeds will be shared with Robert E Lee PTA, 
SPCA of Texas and Vickery Place neighborhood 
improvements. 
 
Our major sponsors to-date are The Advocate 
Lakewood; Westrup Construction; Double Door 
Properties and Brian Gream Construction – 3 of East 
Dallas’ finest builders, all long-term Vickery Place 
residents recognized for giving back to the community.  
 
We’ve setup an event on our Vickery Place Facebook 
page. Please share with your friends and family 



Over the past 10 years, from June 30, 2006 through July 
15, 2016, 407 building permits have been issued by the 
City of Dallas within the boundaries of the Vickery Place 
Conservation District: 

• 111 permits for new home construction
• 92 permits for additions (new garage, 2nd story, 

additional sq ft)
• 204 permits for renovations (remodel, new roof, new 

windows, foundation wk)

Old and new construction now comingled; give our 
neighborhood a cohesive look and feel. Vickery Place still 
remains a charming, vibrant, much desired place to live, 
right in the heart of Dallas! 

DALLAS WINGS
 

Join The New Home Team, the Dallas Wings, for a fun 
filled, basketball packed entertainment experience. The 
Wings are in their first season in DFW, and our Richard 
Ave neighbor, Mary O’Connor, is leading the charge 
as their new President & CEO. She’s put together a 
special offer for $10 off any ticket for the remainder of 
the season. Please come out and support our new WNBA 
team! To purchase tickets, go to dallaswingsbasketball.
com/promo and type in the passcode VICKERYPLACE.  
Go Wings!!

PRE-LEE
There are many exciting developments on the horizon 
for our neighborhood elementary school, Robert E. Lee.  
In addition to the new Principal and improvements to 
the exterior of the campus (new fence and irrigated 
soccer field thanks to Project REfresh), a new group has 
formed for residents in Lee boundaries. 

The Pre-Lee Association was established for Parents 
zoned for Robert E. Lee Elementary, with children 
ages 0-5, to get to know one another and the school. 
The brainchild of Wendy Hatchell (Lakewood Heights) 
came to fruition after a year of grass roots efforts to 
educate neighbors and mobilize families to choose the 
local, public option rather than fleeing to the suburbs 
or private institutions. Pre Lee has an inaugural Board 
of Directors in place and efforts are underway to unveil 
a new website, newsletter, play groups, parent events, 
and special programs in conjunction with the school 
this fall.  

If you are interested in learning more, you can find 
the Pre-Lee Association on Facebook, https://www.
facebook.com/groups/778507488960103/, or by email at 
PreRELee@gmail.com.   Stay tuned for more information 
as Pre Lee grows! 
~by Jami Kalmbach
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 TIM’S BABY TALK
We just welcomed our first child into this world June 
16, 2016, a baby girl, Elliot Ann Clyde, 7 pounds and 
3 ounces.  It was a very happy day, and shockingly, 
they sent her home with us a few days later. As I write 
this, I’m pretty sure, my undershirt is inside out. Sleep 
is now a fight with a one month old, who cant tell you 
what she wants, but can cry really loudly. My mom’s 
advice is, “You are smarter than the baby.” 

I get it, we are smarter than a baby.  It’s a battle, and 
sleeping more than a few hours, although rare, is now 
really awesome. I did try to bribe her with $100 bucks if 
she goes to sleep, but it didn’t work. Let me set the record 
straight. My wife, Lyndie, has done most of the work. 
She gets up with her at night and feeds, and watches 
her during the day.  After working outside for 10 hours, 
I come home to help.  I give her a bath and rock her and 
sometimes myself to sleep. Then, like clockwork, its off 
to bed to do it all again the next day. The flip side, her 
little smile melts my heart and her little coos when she 
sees me always brings a smile to my face. 

So, to sum it all up, I’m so tired my brain doesn’t work 
and I’m not sure what day it is, but I love every minute 
of it.
~Tim Clyde

FLAG ETIQUETTE
Devastating events often 
leave us with a desire to 
express the sadness we are 
feeling.  Even from home, it 
is possible to display your flag 
at half staff if you have a two 
position flag pole mount with 
one receptacle at 45 degrees 
and one at 90.

Simply relocate the flag to its 
second position and displayed 
horizonally, the flag is at half 
staff.

The American Legion also advises that a black streamer 
the length of the flag and width of a stripe can be added 
if there is no way to reposition the flag.

COOPer’s HAWKs in Vickery Place
My neighbors, wife and I have immensely enjoyed the 
Cooper’s Hawks that nested in our large Live Oak tree 
this year on the 5500 block of Goodwin. The proud 
parents had three offspring and for a while, all five 
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 YARD OF THE MONTH
Randy Ferrari knows grass. Professionally, he is 
a commercial landscape consultant. He believes, 
in his words, “turf draws you in”.  So we were 
drawn to 5410 Willis for this month’s Yard of the 
Month.  Randy and Suzanne have lived here for 
two years, moving from Keller. Their daughter 
lives just short blocks away and grand dog Stu 
visits often. They love the walkability of Vickery 
Place and often meet their daughter halfway for 
restaurant dining.

The front yard that draws one in at 5410 Willis 
is a blanket of Emerald  Zoysia seen in 
waves of thin bladed drought and shade 
resistant grass. Once described as hav-
ing a “hedgehog” effect, this amazing 
turf can go without mowing and survives 
Texas heat, well maintained with just 
two days a week of watering. Contrary 
to popular belief, Emerald Zoysia does 
spread, though slowly, and it crowds out 
weeds as it does.

Suzanne’s yard favorite is the Japanese 
maple and she is quick to point out that 
future plans include more trees like 
Japanese yews. This home features 
wonderful windows and an elevation 
spotlighting the the back of the house. 
Japanese yews are another drought 
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hardy choice for Texas gardeners. As the temper-
atures climb, the soft, close-knit foliage creates a 
dense evergreen body that cools down tempera-
tures while still adding privacy.

Congratulations to the Ferraris for their beautiful 
yard. As with all our winners, North Haven Gar-
dens is awarding a $50 gift certificate. Congratula-
tions Susan and Judson, and welcome to the neigh-
borhood!

~The Beautification Committee - Debbie Simurda 
and Mary Kay Henley

2016 Board of Directors
President - Rob Irvin

Vice President - Gary Hicks
Secretary - Michael Lugo
Treasurer - Wally Bettes

Members at Large:
Beth Bentley, Nora Clark, Tim Clyde, 

Loveleen Kulkarni, Dustin Ortmann, 
Debbie Simurda, Selena Urquhart

Vickery Place’s newsletter is published by  
Vickery Place Neighborhood Association.

Editor: alun@vickeryplace.com  
For sponsorship rates and information 

email info@vickeryplace.org


