
Safety Reminder!
Cell Phones/Tablets/Laptops 

While eating out or having a drink at a restaurant 
patio (or dining indoors), please do not leave your 
cell phone, laptop or tablet unattended. 

Criminals scouting certain areas will see you not 
paying attention or your unattended property and 
take advantage of that opportunity to steal your 
belongings—some have even been known to grab a 
cell phone out of a patron’s hands.

Purses/Handbags/Backpacks 

Keep your bags & purses close to you at all 
times.“Snatch & grab” is a typical criminal ploy 
when the owner isn’t paying attention or leaves 
their property unattended. 

Ladies, your purses most likely contain impor-
tant personal items (credit cards, id, etc) so guard 
it against criminals by not leaving it hanging on 
the back of your chair or leaving on the table at a 
restaurant or bar! When walking, try to keep the 
purse towards the front of you versus hanging and 
swinging behind you. 

Recycling Update
Plastic bags should be kept out of your recycling if 
possible.  Do not bag your recyclables, or place any 
plastic bags in with your recycled items.  

The plastic often gets caught in the gears, cogs and 
other components at the recycling facility, causing 
an increase in contamination and a potential haz-
ard for employees that must remove the obstruc-
tion.  Also, sorters at the recycling facility do not 
open bags they cannot see thru, so that bag of re-
cyclables will be sent to the landfill.  www.Dallas-
Recycles.com

 

November 3rd 2020 Elections
Election day is Tuesday, November 3, 2020. Texas 
offers absentee ballots by mail to voters who will 
be unable to vote in person. All other voters are 
expected to vote in person. 

Texas voters can also vote before Election Day. 
The early voting period runs from Tuesday, Octo-
ber 13, 2020 to Friday, October 30, 2020, but dates 
and hours may vary (and are very much subject to 
change)

Bulk Trash Pickup is the 
Week of the 2nd Monday

Don’t Set Out Trash Before: Thurs, Oct 8th
Pick Up Week October, 12th-16th
Weekly Trash & Recycling Pick-up 

Every Monday
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Next VPNA General Meeting

Meetings are suspended for the time being.

“You’ve got to do your own growing, no matter how 
tall your grandfather was.”

Irish Proverb



Time Change—Fall Back!!
Reminder: Daylight Savings Time ends Sunday, 
November 1 at 2:00 am. Be sure to set your clocks 
back 1 hour (fall back). The best time to remem-
ber to do this is before retiring to bed on Saturday 
night, Oct 31, 2020.  As an annual reminder, this 
is also a good time to change the batteries in your 
smoke alarm.

Tietze Shred
The Friends of Tietze Park will have their annual 
document shredding event & annual fund raiser 
on Saturday October 3, 9am – 1pm.  Shredding will 
take place at the Skillman Church Parking Lot, 
3014 Skillman Street @ Monticello Ave.
• On-site Shredding Services by Sierra Shred
• Yes: floppy discs and reports with plastic 
spines.  No: Metal binder clips or tapes.
• $8 for up to 1 standard banker box/bag (ap-
prox 30 lbs.), $5 ea. addl. box/bag; Seniors 65+: $5 
ea. bag/box. 
• Cash, or check payable to “FOTP”.
• 10% of net proceeds will benefit Skillman 
Church’s Local Ministries. 

Geneva Heights Peace Pantry (Food 
Pantry) Needs Your Help!

For the past 2 school years, Geneva Heights El-
ementary (our local public elementary school) has 
maintained a food pantry called the ‘Peace Pantry’, 
which distributes weekly packs/bags of food to stu-
dent families in need.  

The pantry is asking for your assistance to help 
stock their shelves.  Many more families are at 
risk this year due to the Covid-19 pandemic and 
consequential business closures, affecting health 
and employment.  Pantry volunteers are expecting 
to fill double the number of weekly packs, then in 
previous years.

No donation is too small.  Below is the link to the 
Geneva Heights Peace Pantry Wish list at Ama-
zon.  Once ordered, the donation will be shipped 

directly to the Pantry organizer and be taken to 
the school. 
h t tps : / /www.amazon . com/hz /w ish l i s t / l s /
O306NPHU72PP?ref_=wl_share

Be sure to select items from the ‘Geneva Heights 
Peace Pantry List’.  This need is ongoing through-
out the year so please check back and continue to 
order from the list throughout the school year.
Thank you Geneva Families & Neighbors--this 
school is a gem because of your endless support 
and generosity!!

WEST NILE
Now that the West Nile Virus season is upon us:

Health officials urge the public to take protective 
measures by utilizing the ‘4Ds’ to reduce the risk 
of West Nile virus:

DEET - All Day, Every Day:  Whenever outside, 
use FDA approved insect repellents that contain 
DEET, picaridin or lemon-eucalyptus oil.

DRESS:  Wear long, loose fitting, light-colored 
clothing when going outdoors.

DRAIN:  All areas of standing water in or around 
your home where mosquitoes can lay their eggs.

DAWN, DAY & DUSK:  Limit your time outside 
as mosquitoes will bite at any time - day or night.

FROM THE NEWSLetter ARCHIVE
October 2005

FIRST TOWNHALL MEETING OF THEPRO-
POSED  VICKERY  PLACE  CONSERVA-

TION DISTRICT

Held Monday September 12, 2005 at Vickery Tow-
ers, it was very well attended by Vickery Place 
residents with well over 120 people. Nathaniel 
Barnett from the City of Dallas gave a three-part 
slide presentation that explained 1.) various zon-
ing tools, 2.)Conservation Districts as a zoning 
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tool and 3.) the Vickery Place Feasibility Study. 
Questions were taken from the floor.  

Most of the questions asked regarded the consid-
eration of a moratorium on building within the 
neighborhood until the conservation process was 
finished or ways to speed up the completion of 
the conservation process.  

The other popular question from the floor was 
how the proposed conservation district could now 
include new blocks, those that previously did not 
have a high enough percentage to be a part of the 
proposed district. Barnett explained that there 
is no way to effect a moratorium on building or 
to speed up the process. He added that due to 
State law, the City couldn’t place a moratorium 
on residential construction. 

The city is hearing two proposed conservation 
districts per year and the process takes 12 to 18 
months. Regarding block inclusions, the Plan 
Commission would not allow blocks to be added 
or subtracted once they approved the feasibil-
ity study for the proposed CD district to move 
forward. However, blocks may be appended onto 
the Vickery Place Conservation District once it 
passes.

The date for the next Community Meeting is still 
to be determined, but should be in the latter part 
of October.  Look for your postcard from the City 
of Dallas and feel free to stop by one of the “Take 
One” boxes sprinkled throughout the neighbor-
hood for updated information.

FROM THE FILES
In May 1936 it was reported that a new bus 
service would run up Ross Avenue using 25 
new buses. The service would replace the 
Vickery streetcar line. The line ran from down-
town, along Bryan Street, then up McMillan, 
to Vickery from downtown. After the service 
was up and running the streetcar tracks would 
be lifted within a few weeks and the street 
susequently repaved.
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2020 Board of Directors
President - Rob Irvin

Vice President - Kathryn Hunteman
Secretary - Courtney Mills

Treasurer - Debbie Simurda

MEMBERS AT LARGE
Brad Sobczak, Joey Corona,

John Cross, Lyle Burgin, Sam Barnes

Vickery Place’s newsletter is published by  
Vickery Place Neighborhood Association.

Editor: alun@vickeryplace.com  

For sponsorship rates and information 
email info@vickeryplace.org

VP Yard of the Month - OCT. 2020

Congratulations to our October Yard of the 
Month - Cassie and Nathan Grider of 5431 Vick-
ery Blvd!

Cassie and Nathan are such fans of the neighbor-
hood that this is actually their third historic re-
model.  They love the proximity to everything, the 
look of the neighborhood and homes and perhaps 
most importantly, the oversized lot!  Nathan had 
been watching this home for years before he had 
the opportunity to buy it.  

A careful remodel by Brian Gream expanded the 
beauty of the home and created several areas of 
inspiration.  Tried and true plants like pittospo-
rum, holly ferns and purple hearts, punctuated 
with Japanese maples let the personality of the 
house shine through.  

The Grider’s favorite outdoor feature is the lovely 
front courtyard partially hidden by artistic met-
al edging, pampas grass and overflowing vines. 
Cassie says “it’s like a secret garden!”  This blend 
of graceful landscaping with modern elements 
creates a look of refreshed historical elegance.  

We’d like to express our continued appreciation 
to North Haven Gardens for their support of our 
Yard of the Month program.  Cassie and Nathan 
will receive a $50 NHG gift card to keep their 
landscaping looking great! 

#northhavengardens #wewillbloomagain

Love reading Yard of the Month?  Why not join 
us?!  It’s a great way to meet your neighbors and 
get a private tour of the best gardens in Vickery 
Place.  

Involvement includes scouting yards, taking 
photos, and writing articles.  If you’d like to join 
the Vickery Place Yard of the Month committee, 
please email info@vickeryplace.com.   

Tory Marpe/YOM Committee

Check out the new VICKERYPLACE.COM where 
you can buy T-Shirts ($20) and Plaques ($130 - in-

cludes mounting kit) or to donate to the 
Neighborhood Association!

Sign up for the Neighborhood Association digital 
newsletter online!


