VPNA General Meeting
Meet & Greet with Councilman Philip Kingston
Join us at The Londoner (second floor, mezzanine level) for
the August 8th VPNA general meeting to celebrate the hottest
month of the year and meet our new District 14 Dallas City
Councilman, Philip Kingston. Happy hour drink specials will be
available for VPNA attendees and a $5 contribution is requested
to offset some of the appetizer costs. Please join us!

VPNA General Meeting

The next VPNA General Meeting
will be Thursday, August 8th,
7pm to 9 pm
at The Londoner
2817 Greenville Avenue

July General Meeting RECAP – History of White Rock Lake
Guest speaker Sally Rodriguez gave a fascinating presentation on the history of White Rock Lake at our
July 11th Vickery Place general meeting. Here is a brief overview:
In 1909, faced with a rapidly expanding city as well as a devastating drought, Dallas purchased 2300 acres
of farm and forest land about 10 miles northeast of town for $176,000, to build a new water reservoir.
Some Landowners included Charles Fisher, William McCommas, William Caruth, J.A. Williamson and
Church Goforth—you may recognize these as street or park names today. The dam, spillway and pump
house were completed in 1911; however due to the continued drought the lake did not fill up til April of
1914. White Rock Lake water was the first chlorinated water in Dallas, but was not clarified or filtered
until 1923. Within 15 years the city’s need for water had outgrown White Rock Lake, and in 1929 a
larger lake was built in Lewisville, Texas and White Rock Lake became a park. A new ‘state of the art’
bathhouse and bathing beach opened in 1930 and continued to be a popular swimming spot till the mid1950s when Dallas, once again faced with severe drought, had to revert the lake to a water source. The
bathhouse and beach were closed and swimming in the lake was banned.

Bulky Trash
Week of the 2nd Monday
Don’t Set Out Trash Before
Thursday, July 4th
Pick Up Week
July 8th to 12th
Weekly Trash
& Recycling
Pick-up
Every Monday

In 1935 a Civilian Conservation Camp was established at White
Rock, part of President Roosevelt’s “New Deal”. The National
Park Service created projects for these young men and the camp
itself was built and run by the U. S. Army. Some of the CCC lake
improvements included planting 1,500 trees, clearing trails, picnic
areas and campgrounds and building comfort stations, shelters,
concession stands (Sunset Inn, Winfrey Point, Big Thicket) and
the stone entryway at Garland Rd. and East Lawther Drive. With
the onset of WWII, these men were automatically enlisted into the
Army. However, the camp was then used for military purposes,
such as a maneuver practice area and a German POW camp. After
the war the camp housed the influx of male students at SMU.
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A gift that keeps on giving

In 1976, the city purchased the 43-acre DeGolyer
estate. Nell Goodrich DeGolyer had established
lush gardens throughout the property, so it was
very fitting when the Dallas Arboretum and
Botanical Society began operating the estate as
the Dallas Arboretum in 1984.

Isabelle and Katherine Adams are two
extraordinary sisters from Dallas TX, who have
raised more than $120,000 to fund water wells for
clean water in Ethiopia and India, by selling the
origami Christmas ornaments they make. Isabelle
and Katherine create Origami work of arts that
sell out at their fundraising events. The epitome of
entrepreneurship and philanthropy, Isabelle and
Katherine have received numerous awards and
helped thousands of people get clean water.

Many of the lake’s amenities created over the years,
are still enjoyed today by thousands of Dallasites—
White Rock Lake is truly an urban oasis! You can
find copies of Sally Rodriguez’s book, “Images of
America, White Rock Lake” at www.arcadiapress.
com. Thank you Sally for a truly enjoyable history
lesson. We would also like to thank Dallas Police
Officer Daniel Camacho for giving Vickery Place
neighbors an update on crime activity in our area,
and to Vickery Towers for hosting our meeting.

You can vote for these local Vickery Place
neighbors in the afterschool awards here:
http://www.afterschoolawards.com/

Have you seen the signs?

Talk about the Past

Thanks to all of the residents and surrounding
neighborhood businesses who have made
contributions to the sign topper replacement
program so far! Your contributions are appreciated
and we have installed over 30 signs to identify and
beautify Vickery Place. However, we hope to see
more progress towards the goal of 84 sign toppers.
Last month we received donations for an additional
three toppers, which means we have raised funds
sufficient for about 37% of the toppers in total. In

Pat McKinney Improved: Pat McKinney, who was
seriously injured by a horse running away with
him Saturday afternoon in Vickery Place and later
carried to the St. Paul Sanitarium for treatment,
was reported last evening as getting along as well
as could be expected with good chances of recovery.
Dallas Morning News, July 28, 1913
-submitted by neighbor Kathy Harris
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a neighborhood with so many caring people, we
hope you will help us fund this worthwhile project.
Ask your neighbors if they’d like to join together to
sponsor a corner!
To update you on status, the signs on Greenville
Avenue are entirely funded, thanks to the Greenville
Commerce Association, generous neighbors in
Vickery Towers and a handful of other Vickery
Place neighbors. Henderson Avenue, on the other
hand, remains almost completely unfunded. Miller
Avenue made a ton of progress this last month, as
six of the next ten signs going up are on Miller.
Some example of ways we might allocate funds, 1)
two signs at Worcola and Goodwin would complete
everything east of Worcola and 2) 14 signs would
complete everything east of McMillan.

LOCAL SCHOOL NEWS
Summer is nearly over and it is time to start
preparing for school starting on Monday, August
26th (DISD). School hours have changed for
DISD’s 2013-14 school year with Elementary
Schools running 8am-3pm, Middle schools 8:45am3:45pm, and high school from 9am-4pm.

The following chart gives you an indication of
our overall progress for the east-west streets.
Generally, donations have been earmarked for
specific corners, which is why signs are installed in
locations that seem to follow no readily-discernible
pattern. The map below show exactly where all
of the current signs have been installed. If your
corner remains unfunded, please go to www.
vickeryplace.org and donate towards this project.
And remember, all donations to VPNA are tax
deductible!

Woodrow Wilson High School freshman
orientation, aka “Cub Camp”, takes place
Wednesday, August 14th (woodrowwildcats.org).
J.L Long Middle School holds orientation for
incoming 6th graders called “Buc Camp” on August
16th from 9am-3pm (jllong.com). Robert E. Lee
Elementary pre-registration is August 14-15 at
the school (www.disd.org/relee). (cont. on pg. 4)
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(cont.) The last couple of years have brought exciting
changes at the schools in our feeder pattern. With
the support of the community, Woodrow developed
an IB (International Baccalaureate) tract and
was officially designated an IB World School in
2011. J.L. Long is an IB candidate school, with its
accreditation visit scheduled in October.

your gently used books to the library. If you are
unable to bring your books to the library, email
info@lakewoodlibraryfriendsdallas.org, someone
will contact you to arrange a pick-up. Celebrate
the Lakewood Library’s 75th at LibraryFest,
Saturday, September 7, from 10:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.
-Kathy Harris

IB programs focus on integrating subject matters
for better comprehension and encouraging students
to be involved citizens and good stewards of the
world at large. An IB diploma can be recognized
internationally and provides a minimum of
24 college credit hours. In 2013 Woodrow had
five ambitious students complete the requirements
and receive an IB diploma. The first full class will
graduate with 39 IB diploma candidates in 2014
and 78 candidates for 2015.

Best Wishes to Becca!

2013 Recap: Other achievements at Woodrow
included 34 students named AP scholars and being
designated one of “America’s most challenging
high schools” by the Washington Post. A significant
achievement gap exists between students in the IB
and AP classes compared to other tracts. Principal
Ruth Vail is working to address this by enrolling
all Woodrow students in one of four college and
career preparatory pathways by 2014.
-Velouette Zavadil

LibraryFest Diamond Jubilee &
Annual Book Sale
It’s the biggest, most musical family-friendly book
sale and festival of the year! Mark your calendars!
There will be a raffle with fabulous prizes, musical
entertainment, face-painting, children’s crafts
and a book sale. In addition, this year there will
be a drawing for a very special prize to celebrate
Lakewood Library’s Diamond Jubilee. The book
collection for the sale has started, so please donate
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Becca Dixon and her dog Archie will be moving
away from Vickery Place this month, but we are
really happy for her as she relocates to tackle a
PhD program in Public Special Education at the
University of Kansas.

Although Becca is originally from Dallas, she living
in Chicago and her mother actually found her
house in Vickery Place. Becca fell in love with her
mother’s 1st choice, and moved into her house in
September of 2007. She hosted one of the stops on
the original VPNA Wine Walk a few years ago on
her front porch and she’s been a newsletter carrier
for the 5400, 5500 and 5600 block of Goodwin for
the past couple of years (and yes, hint-hint- we
need a replacement!).
We greatly appreciate Becca, her greatneighborhood enthusiasm, and wonderful wit! We
will miss her dearly!

mortgage Interest deduction

on the first $100,000 of a home equity loan, regardless of
their filing status. Members of Congress have looked to
change the deduction by either eliminating the deduction
altogether, creating a tax credit versus a tax deduction,
and capping the amount of mortgage debt at $500,000 to
reduce the benefit to wealthier taxpayers.
So, why should you care if the deduction is eliminated
or removed? Many homeowners in Vickery Place file
Form 1040 Schedule A allowing itemized deductions.
For the 2013 filing year, the standard deduction for
taxpayers “Married Filing Jointly” is capped at $12,200.
For example, if you moved to Vickery Place at the end
of 2012 and purchased a $300,000 home with 95%
financing with an interest rate on a 30 year mortgage at
3.500% this scenario would result in a monthly principal
and interest payment of $1,347.13, with $10,408.23 in
interest paid in 2013 (January through December). With
the interest payments alone, the taxpayer nearly achieves
the benefit of the standard deduction. That’s not even
including property taxes of approximately $8,400 which
provide an even greater deduction! This scenario is one
of the reasons that renters began purchasing homes as
the rates fell from roughly 6% in 2007-2008, to a low
of 3.375% at the end of 2012. The tax code essentially
subsidizes the benefit of owning a home, even though the
individual experiences an increased monthly payment
of a total mortgage payment (principal, interest, taxes.
insurance) versus renting.
-Michael Jones

As a Texas CPA and licensed residential loan originator,
I have the unique ability to examine the mortgage
interest deduction from two perspectives. If you own a
home in the neighborhood, you are likely aware of the
tax benefit to owning your home.
Historically, when the first (Constitutional) income
tax system was introduced in 1913, all forms of
interest were deductible. This included various forms
of interest thought to support the nation’s large class
of entrepreneurs. In Congress’ latest overhaul of the
tax code in 1986, the broad interest deduction was
eliminated, but a special provision was created for the
mortgage interest deduction.
Recently, the deduction came under fire as Congress
looked for ways to increase tax revenue. However, several
groups including the Mortgage Bankers Association and
the National Association of Realtors, spent millions of
dollars in 2012 alone, lobbying to defend the mortgage
interest deduction in its current form.
So what is the current form of the mortgage interest
deduction? How much are you allowed to deduct and
why should you care? According to §163(h) of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, a taxpayer is allowed
an interest deduction on the first $1 million ($500,000
if married filing separately) of home mortgage debt to
acquire, construct, or substantially improve a residence.
Additionally, the taxpayer is allowed to deduct interest

Paul
lost 55 lbs
and 14” in his waist
Find Your Fitness
Paul Atkinson had too much weight and too little energy.
With a disciplined, supervised personal training program,
along with consistent participation in a weight loss
program, he shed pounds and inches and gained strength.
Now he can bench-press 325 pounds. That’s the power of
personal training.
50% off the enrollment fee when you join, or
join with a friend and both receive 75% off.

Call 214.820.7872 or visit LandryFitness.com

We’re on Facebook
and Twitter!
Follow us!

©2011 Baylor Health Care System
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Yard of the Month
The pink crepe myrtles are the first thing one
sees driving down Willis toward 5341. This the
home of Julia Guerra and her daughter. This
avid gardener has
lived in Vickery Place
since 1965. Her four
children grew up here
attending
Bonham
and North Dallas
High School.
A colorful pink hedge of crepe myrtles fronts
the house where this Puerto Rican native came
to live as a bride. She was raised in Florida by
her merchant seaman father. Julia remembers
Florida as a country place to forage among wild
flowers, blueberries and palmetto pines.
Gardening gives her the greatest pleasure
and she has graciously passed on some of her
secrets.

2013 Board of Directors
President - Mark Rieves
Vice President - Selena Urquhart
Treasurer - Greg O’Shea
Secretary - Debbie Simurda
Members at Large:
Allan Cano, Alun Urquhart, Anton Skowronski,
Beth Bentley, Henley Quadling,
Laura Gaudet,
Mary Kay Henley, Will Short

The Vickery Place Neighborhood News is published by
Vickery Place Neighborhood Association.
For sponsorship rates and information
email info@vickeryplace.org

For newsletter article submissions or questions
email: newsletter@vickeryplace.com
Like us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/VickeryPlace
Find us online at VickeryPlace.org
Sign up for
neighborhood
crime watch &
e-newsletter emails
at VickeryPlace.org

*Plant nothing that doesn’t seed. Every
year she collects the seeds of her moss roses.
*Always dead head by removing spent flowers
before they seed. *Water just twice a week.
*Don’t cut the grass below two inches. She is
proud of her Kentucky bluegrass and Tiff lawn.
“How you take care of your yard is how you
take care of your children”.
A $50 gift certificate from North Haven
Gardens goes to every winner of VPNA’s Yard
of the Month.
~by Yard of the Month committee: Debbie
Simurda & Mary Kay Henley
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