JANUARY GENERAL
MEETING
Form Base Zoning
Date: Thursday, January 8
Time: 7:00 pm
Place : Vickery Towers
Main Dining Hall
LUCK DINNER
(CornerPOT
of Greenville
& Belmont)
Guest speaker will be Michael
Jung, of Forward Dallas Development Code Advisory Board.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
BRIGHT FUTURE FOR VICKERY PLACE
It is with much delight that I greet you as the 2009
president of the Vickery Place Neighborhood
Association. This year will mark the 27th year since
the founding of our association, and in February, the
98th birthday of Vickery Place. While the shoes that
I have to fill as president are quite large and have been worn and seasoned
well by many sets of feet before me, I feel keenly up to the task to achieve the
goals of our board and neighborhood residents.

Looking back at 2008, our National Night Out against crime block party was a
wonderful success by all accounts and continues to be a favorite among
residents. The informative and well-organized meeting programs at our
monthly meetings were extraordinarily well received and particularly well
For meeting details, see page 2.
attended. The tree planting program was revived early in 2008 and helped to
plant dozens of trees throughout Vickery Place in a massive one-day,
coordinated effort. We also saw a colossal drop in crime in all reportable areas since the 2007 launch of our Expanded
Neighborhood Patrol program, which is undoubtedly in no small part due to the efforts of our ENP officers and
contributing members. To our residents who participate in the program: THANK YOU! The fate of ENP lies in the
hands of our members. If you have not already done so, please join ENP for 2009.
Refreshments provided by Fish
City Grill.

From all appearances 2009 will be a challenging and exciting year in our neighborhood. With the help of our
outstanding board, committee members, and residents, we hope to continue to build upon our past accomplishments and
savor another fun and wonderful year. Going forward I would like to hear from our residents about how you see the
future of this neighborhood. You may live in an original home, or you may live in a new home. Maybe you love your
house but you do not know or understand the history of it or how it ties into the overall history of the neighborhood.
Maybe you live in a new home but do not understand the significance or reasoning behind the architectural style of it.
Do you have an idea about some way in which we can improve upon our wonderful neighborhood? Whatever your
position or shtick is, I want to hear from you and understand it. Our association exists because of the perception that
structured organization of residents puts the plans of individuals into action as the goals of a group. As our
neighborhood continues to grow and change at such a rapid pace, we must be ever watchful not to overlook the
expectations of our residents. Attend our meetings, visit our website at www.vpna.org, join our e-mail list, call us,
send us an email or letter, or simply get out and meet your neighbors and continue to grow our small Vickery Place
community for the better.
Now, more than ever, the future of Vickery Place is bright, and my hope is that
you will lend a hand to ensure that potential succeeds.
~ Will Short, 2009 VPNA President
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Bulky Trash/Basura Abultado
Don t Set Out Trash Before:
Thursday, January 8

Pick Up Week:
January 12 - 16

JANUARY GENERAL MEETING - FORM BASE ZONING
What is form-based zoning?
Form-based zoning is a new approach to zoning, in which building form is
regulated more heavily than use or density. It promotes a walkable urban
environment by creating appealing pedestrian-friendly streetscapes amid a mix of
land uses.
Are we going to have it in Dallas?
Yes. The Forward Dallas! Comprehensive Plan called for the creation of new
zoning categories for walkable urban neighborhoods. A form-based zoning
ordinance is now before the City Council for consideration. This draft ordinance is
the product of a compromise between neighborhood and developer interests
(Compromise Plan).
Is it good for neighborhoods?
If done right, form-based zoning is very good for neighborhoods. As
more people move into our city, they can live in areas designed and
planned for high density, instead of in scattered pockets of density that
threaten stable neighborhoods. This will also save the city millions of
dollars in infrastructure costs.
So is it a done deal?
Unfortunately not. The City staff is opposing key provisions of the
Compromise Plan, including the three crucial protections for
neighborhoods. They are telling the City Council that the Compromise
Plan will kill the usefulness of the ordinance, when in fact the opposite is true: only if the Compromise Plan passes will
these new neighborhoods truly be live-work-play" communities that fit within the fabric of Dallas existing stable
neighborhoods.
Michael Jung, a member of the Forward Dallas Development Code Advisory Board which helped create the draft
ordianance for Form Base Zoning, will be our guest speaker to explain this proposed zoning and answer your
questions. The ordinance will be voted on by Dallas City Council in February.
Join us for this informative evening. Fish City Grill on N. Henderson will provide refreshments for the meeting, their
infamous Jalepeno Soup and Fish Tacos! Meeting is Thursday January 8, 7:00pm, at Vickery Towers in their newly
renovated dining room.

Bring this
coupon for a
free
appetizer
Value up to $7
One per party please

2323 N. Henderson
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HOW TO BUILD COMMUNITY
TURN OFF YOUR TV * LEAVE YOUR HOUSE * KNOW YOUR NEIGHBORS * LOOK UP WHEN YOU ARE WALKING
GREET PEOPLE * SIT ON YOUR PORCH * PLANT FLOWERS * USE YOUR LIBRARY * PLAY TOGETHER
BUY FROM LOCAL MERCHANTS * SHARE WHAT YOU HAVE * HELP A LOST DOG * TAKE CHILDREN TO THE PARK
GARDEN TOGETHER * SUPPORT NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOLS * FIX IT EVEN IF YOU DIDN T BREAK IT
HAVE POT LUCKS * HONOR ELDERS * PICK UP LITTER * READ STORIES ALOUD
DANCE IN THE STREET * TALK TO THE MAIL CARRIER
LISTEN TO THE BIRDS * PUT UP A SWING
HELP CARRY SOMETHING HEAVY * BARTER FOR YOUR GOODS * START A TRADITION
ASK A QUESTION * HIRE YOUNG PEOPLE FOR ODD JOBS * ORGANIZE A BLOCK PARTY
BAKE EXTRA AND SHARE * ASK FOR HELP WHEN YOU NEED IT
OPEN YOUR SHADES * SING TOGETHER * SHARE YOUR SKILLS
TAKE BACK THE NIGHT * TURN UP THE MUSIC * TURN DOWN THE MUSIC
LISTEN BEFORE YOU REACT TO ANGER * MEDIATE A CONFLICT * SEEK TO UNDERSTAND
LEARN FROM NEW AND UNCOMFORTABLE ANGLES
KNOW THAT NO ONE IS SILENT THOUGH MANY ARE NOT HEARD * WORK TO CHANGE THIS

~ by members of the Syracuse Cultural Workers community.

ROASTED VEGETABLES
Use your favortie vegetables. Great dish for root vegetables on a cold winter's night or vegetables from your garden in
the summertime.
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

1 small butternut squash, cubed
2 red bell peppers, seeded and diced
1 sweet potato, peeled and cubed
3 Yukon Gold potatoes, cubed
1 red onion, quartered
1 tablespoon chopped fresh thyme
2 tablespoons chopped fresh rosemary
1/4 cup olive oil
2 tablespoons balsamic vinegar
salt and freshly ground black pepper

Preheat oven to 475 degrees.
In a large bowl, combine the squash, red bell peppers, sweet potato, and Yukon Gold potatoes. Separate the red onion
quarters into pieces, and add them to the mixture.
In a small bowl, stir together thyme, rosemary, olive oil,
vinegar, salt, and pepper. Toss with vegetables until they
are coated. Spread evenly on a large roasting pan.

New to Vickery Place?

Roast for 35 to 40 minutes in the preheated oven, stirring
every 10 minutes, or until vegetables are cooked through
and browned.

www.vpna.org
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SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL BUSINESSES!
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FOR ADVERTISING RATES
EMAIL INFO@VPNA.ORG,
ATTENTION DEBBIE

Vickery Towers
presents

The 3 Rs

Before

Rest, Recuperate & Respite

After

Our Guest Speaker: Zanda Hilger
On behalf of the
Dallas Area Agency on Aging
If you are helping an older adult who is limited in, or no longer
able to care for themselves, this program is for YOU.
Learn stress management techniques and resources.
* ONE (1) CEU available for Social Workers and/or Licensed Professional
Counselors.

Refreshments & Raffle Prize
Date: Tuesday, January 13, 2009
Time:

6:00 PM

Location: Vickery Towers
Summit Social Hall

5619 Belmont Avenue Dallas TX 75206

Reservations accepted

To reserve your spot call Jan 214-826-1113
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ONCE A WEEK RECYCLING
The City of Dallas wants to make sure you get excellent services at the lowest
possible cost. One way to do that is with Once-Weekly Garbage and Recycling
Service. Some areas of the City already have Once-Weekly service, and more are
planned. The neighborhoods in northeast Dallas are scheduled to be converted to
Once-Weekly in Phase 3 (including Vickery Place), beginning in February 2010.
The City is asking those that live in Phase 3 to take a brief survey found on their
web-site, to let them know if you are ready for Once-Weekly service.
www.dallascityhall.com/sanitation/once_weekly.html
2009 Board of
Directors

Recycling Pick-up
Thursday, January 8
Thursday, January 22

President: Will Short
Vice President: Selena Urquhart
Secretary: Mary Kay Henley
Treasurer: Wally Bettes
Members at Large:
Derek Adleta
Beth Bentley
Kathy Harris
Mark Rieves
Debbie Simurda
Newsletter Co-Editors:
Beth Bentley
Shelia Huffman
The Vickery Place Neighborhood
News is published by the Vickery
Place Neighborhood Association.
For advertising rates and
information,
email Vickery Place at
info@vpna.org.

JOIN EXPANDED NEIGHBORHOOD PATROL TODAY!
CRIME WATCH/EXPANDED NEIGHBORHOOD PATROL APPLICATION
Yearly contribution of $250, January 2009 - December 2009
Bi-yearly contribution of $125, January 2009 - June 2009
Name: ______________________________________________Date:___________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________
Home Phone: __________________________Work Phone:___________________________
Email:______________________________________________________________________
(Email is required to receive neighborhood alerts; please print clearly)
Mail form and a check (payable to VPNA) to VPNA, PO Box 720192, Dallas, TX 75372
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