november general meeting

officers and a minimum of five/maximum of
nine members at large. Nominations may also
What’s that old adage, everything that’s old be taken from the floor. You must bring proof
is new again? Well this certainly holds true of residency in order to vote in the election.
for the ‘new’ old Greenville Bar & Grill at (Please show as you check in).
2817 Greenville Avenue. The Londoner Pub
closed September 1st and the restaurant re- If you are interested in participating on a
opened under the new ownership of Shawn Fol- committee or project next year, or just want
ey as the Greenville Bar and Grill. Executive to mingle with neighbors, come on out! Happy
chef Richard Sipovic, former executive chef at Hour pricing for drinks and VPNA will provide
the Libertine, is rolling out a new menu, which appetizers.
will include daily specials. No major renovations are planned for the near future, but there
will be some minor adjustments, moving away
NATIONAL NIGHT OUT BLOCK PARTY
from a pub atmosphere to more of a bar & grill.
2014 saw another fun, festive and successful
As a toast to the past and a welcome to the pres- Vickery Place National Night Out Block Party!
ent, the November 13 VPNA Annual Meeting
will be at the new Greenville Bar & Grill, Mez- Thanks to all who participated!
zanine level, at 7 • Salim Nourallah and his Band—Once
p.m. The order of
again, great tunes!
business will be • Lakewood Brewing Company—For providthe election of the
ing the beer!
2015 VPNA Board • Ruthie’s Rolling Café Food Truck—Deliof Directors. The
cious sandwiches!
Nominating Com- • Jo Dawg’s Food Truck—Tasty Dogs!
mittee will pres- • Wackym’s Cookies—Fabulous cookies (very
ent a slate of
addictive)!
candidates, four • Pop Star Handcrafted Popsicles—Yummm!

Next VPNA General Meeting
Thursday November 13th, 7.00 pm
Greenville Bar and Grill
2817 Greenville Avenue

Bulk Trash
Week of the 2nd Monday
Don’t Set Out Trash
Before: Thursday, November 6th
Pick Up Week November 10th to 14th
Weekly Trash & Recycling Pick-up
Every Monday
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22nd Annual Candlelight Walk
Lights Up Henderson Avenue

• The Reverse Food Truck—for helping reverse hunger in Dallas!
• Greenville Avenue Commerce Association—for providing the tables & chairs.
• Robert E. Lee Elementary School—Our
neighborhood elementary school

Get a jump on your holiday shopping at the
Candlelight Walk on Henderson on Wednesday, November 12, from 6-9 p.m. Multiple participating shops, lite bites and fantastic deals!

Neighborhood Vendors:
• Off Avenue Studio
• Paper for Water
• Vita Verde Italian Imports and Wine Tours
• DLP Wood Stuff

Participating merchants include: ART is ART
consignment gallery, La Mariposa Imports,
Vintage Martini, The Gypsy Wagon, Melissa
Benge Collection, Milton Kent Antiques, Coco
Faye & Bob Brennan, Mike Jung, Kathryn & Dash, Emeralds to Coconuts, Second Kiss
Hunteman, William & Brenda Stokes, Greg Vintage, Jekyll & Hyde, Pandemonium Ltd,
Silver for providing the location & electricity. Warby Parker, Annie’s Culinary Creations,
Milk & Honey Boutique, The Studios on Willis
Jim Morris for providing and hanging the Salon, We are 1976.
lights.
Our wonderful volunteers who set-up, worked
the event, and cleaned up afterwards.

Richard Ave Repaving
We are happy to report that the City will replace the temporary patching along Richard
with a complete repaving of the street from
curb-to-curb. Special thanks to our District 14
Councilman, Phillip Kingston, and VPNA representatives for their efforts in this matter.

VPNA President Selena Urquhart for organizing this year’s National Night Out Block
Party.
Everyone for coming out--Hope to see you at
next year’s NNO event!

ROBERT E. LEE ELEMENTARY

As a feeder school into Long Middle School
and Woodrow Wilson High School, it makes
Robert E. Lee Elementary School is the neigh- perfect sense for Lee to adopt an International
borhood school for Vickery Place students. Lo- Baccalaureate program. Woodrow Wilson is
cated at 2911 Delmar, its attendance district currently in the IB program and Long hopes
is bounded by US 75 on the west and Abrams to implement the program there soon. IB is
Road on the east. The area almost perfectly an active learning program that encourages
dissects at Greenville Ave and Belmont. The inquisitiveness, open-minded thinking and
school colors are red and white and they are problem solving (to read more about IB go to
the Cougars.
ibo.org).
This year 347 Cougars from grades K-5 welcomed a new principal, Bridget Ransom. Ms.
Ransom is a Dallas
native who graduated from the Health
Magnet High School
and then went on to
Langston University
where she received a
degree in biology.

On November 11 at 8:30 am Mayor Mike Rawlings will be at Robert E. Lee with city council members Kingston and Medrano as well as
She comes from a DISD representatives. The ribbon cutting for
close knit family with the new climbing wall is open to the public,
twin sisters who are and this event is a perfect opportunity to tour
also educators. Her first hand Ms. Ransom’s “jewel” and welcome
life plan was to become a dentist, but she soon her to the neighborhood.
found that was not really where her heart was.
It was her mother, a court coordinator, who directed her toward education.
She started as a science teacher at the Dallas DESA Magnet school and was there for six
years. The principal encouraged her to move
to administration where she has remained the
last 13 years. In her free time she enjoys reading self-help books, travel and singing in her
church where she is on the devotion team.
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Ms. Ransom will be training for the IB program
next month in Washington D.C. and bringing
what she learns back to Lee, the school she
fondly refers to as a “little jewel”. She is quick
to tell you about the award winning garden,
rock wall, the health program CATCH and
music and art instructors.

Throw Back…The Vickery-Works
Family Re-Connection
As many of you already know, Vickery Place
neighborhood was developed by George W.
Works in 1911. George Works was married
to Lillian Vickery, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Charles Richard Vickery of Fort Worth. Mr.
Vickery was a native of Texas, born in Waxahachie, April 13, 1884.

Works and Lillian Vickery Works.
Fast-forward to the summer of 2014, here is an
email we received from Charlotte Works:
“On July 11th, two American ladies traveled
by train from London Paddington station to
Tiverton Parkway to meet Richard Vickery, an
Englishman who is distantly related to Lillian
Vickery Works and her husband George Wesley Works, developer of Vickery Place. Richard
Vickery had Googled the family name and come
up with Vickery Place. He was intrigued by the
‘Vickery’s of Dallas’.

Both his father and mother were of English
parentage. Little did we know that the Vickery and Works families would once again conThat’s where I came in. Cousin Nina Works fornect thanks to modern day technology!
warded Richard Vickery’s email inquiry to my
Back in 2013, the VPNA board received the fol- husband Robert Works to see if we wanted to respond to his request for family history. I jumped
lowing email:
“May I introduce myself, my name is Richard at the opportunity because of my planned trip
Vickery, I live in the village of Loxbeare, Ti- to London this summer. We also are interested
verton, Devon, England. It is a few miles from in family history and this could provide the
the village of Chawleigh where my indirect link we were missing.
ancestor Richard Vickery was born at Higher
Blagrove Farm in May of 1851 (picture, as it Ann and I stepped off the train looking for a
is today). He immigrated to America in 1870, gentleman in a green jacket. That’s all we
married and I believe is in some way respon- knew. If we didn’t like the looks of the town
sible, through his son Charles Richard Vickery, and our host, we planned to jump back on the
his daughter Lillian who married George Wes- train. However, Richard Vickery lived up to our
ley Works, for founding what is now known as expectations of a country gentleman! Introductions made, we began an adventure including
‘Vickery Place’.” – Richard Vickery
Richard’s farm, The Orchard, then on to the
Having met a few of the Works family mem- original home of our branch of the Vickery fambers over the years through VPNA functions, ily, Higher Blagrove Farm, which is over 300
the email was forwarded to Nan Works of Dal- years old and still occupied today. His tour inlas, who passed onto her cousins Nina & Rob- cluded their Anglican church, Rose Ash, which
ert Works, all grandchildren of George Wesley dates back to 1675. The day ended at a local
pub, The Stag. The next morning over breakfast
I presented the Vickery Place street topper to
Richard. He was absolutely thrilled! The sign
hangs proudly over a doorway in his home.” –
Charlotte Works
Email response from Richard Vickery of England:
“Very many thanks for your efforts to get a
‘Vickery Place’ sign to Charlotte Works in time
for her departure for England and thank those
in the community who made it possible. I subscribe to the ‘Vickery Place’ mailings and find

as a lad before setting out for America. I fear
I might have overdone our visits to churches
and graveyards! Our countryside is rich with
them, they were and still are, central to village life and many go back to Norman times
- the best part of eight hundred years where
many Vickerys started and ended their days.
Once again many thanks and best wishes.”
- Richard Vickery, Loxbeare, Devon.
What a small world! We are just thrilled that
the connection was made once again between
the Vickery and Works families, and that Vickery Place neighborhood is now represented in
England!

them a fascinating insight into life in that part
of Dallas, though admit to being of little help
~ Submitted by Beth Bentley
with requests to look for missing pets!

As she may have told you, during her visit
she was able to appreciate the Devon landYou can find more of the Vickery Place history
scape in which the Vickery family lived and
here http://www.vickeryplace.com/history-of/
farmed so many years ago. We visited one of
history-of-vickery-place
the farms where Richard Vickery spent time

NovemBER Yard of the Month
2011 was a big year at 5215 Willis.
Katherine and Marc moved into their
newly built home which Marc, the architect
designed. That December they invited
friends and family over for a Christmas Eve
dinner and surprised guests when the event
turned into their wedding.
Katherine, a recruiting leader with
AlixPartners, had lived in Lake Highlands
for ten years during which time she met
Marc. Together they chose Vickery Place
as the area they wanted to call home.
Many friends were here and they love
the neighborhood with its comradery,
walkability and so many beautiful front
porches where neighbors enjoy each other’s
company.
This month’s Yard of the Month winner is a
two story Craftsman with beautiful tailored
landscaping. Red pentas and May Night
meadow sage line the walk and complement
the two red Adirondack chairs. A border
of horsetail reed, neatly trimmed, hugs
the front while a newly planted Chinese
pistachio tree is flourishing, soon to turn
surprising shades of orange and gold.
There are Cleveland pears lining the drive
and in the back are Eagleston hollies and
Knockout roses. Ask Marc what his favorite
plant is and he will answer, “pentas”. He
appreciates how easy they are to grow and
how fresh they stay for multiple seasons
while withstanding the Texas heat with
grace.
We cannot leave 5215 without mentioning
Cin Cin (Chinchin) a Shar Pei mix rescued
from the Humane Society of Dallas. Wonder
what her thoughts are regarding the fire pit
that is in the future landscape plan?
Congratulations Katherine and Marc Rauzi
on being selected this year’s Yard of The
Month. As with all winners, you will receive
the coveted sign in your yard and a $50 gift
certificate from North Haven Gardens.
—Beautification Committee Mary Kay
Henley and Debbie Simurda

Hello
Hellebores
Helleborus Spring
Promise® Conny

Our favorite
winter blooming,
evergreen
solution plants
for shade.

7700 Northaven Rd. (Just West of 75)
Open Daily  214-363-5316
NHG.com
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2014 Board of Directors

President - Selena Urquhart
Vice President - Beth Bentley
Secretary - Allan Cano
Treasurer - Michael Jones

Members at Large:
Anna Short, Anton Skowronski, Janet Morris,
Pam Thomas, Salim Nourallah, Will Short
The Vickery Place newsletter is published by
Vickery Place Neighborhood Association.
Editor: alun@vickeryplace.com
For sponsorship rates and information email
info@vickeryplace.org

