APRIL GENERAL
MEETING
Date: Thursday, April 12
Time: 7:00 pm
Place : Vickery Towers
(Greenville at Belmont)
EXTENDED NEIGHBORHOOD PATROL

We need your input!

EXTENDED NEIGHBORHOOD PATROL
Extended Neighborhood Patrol (ENP) is a program coordinated through
the Dallas Police Department employing off-duty police officers to patrol a
neighborhood.
Basically the way it works is the neighborhood association would rent the
patrol vehicle for a fixed rate each month and then pay additional funds for
each patrol hour officers are on duty. So, the more people that join and
pay their dues, the more hours we can have a patrol car present in our
neighborhood.

The VPNA board has talked with nearby neighborhoods who have already implemented this program successfully.
Many have coordinated a CrimeWatch program in conjunction with their ENP program this has proven to be a good
way for neighbors to stay connected and to disseminate any information or crime alerts. We have invited
representatives from Greenland Hills, Hollywood/Santa Monica and the Forest Hills neighborhoods to share information
on their programs with you at the April General Meeting.
Because there is a cost involved, both financially and in terms of man power, we need your help and input! Please take
a moment to fill out the ENP Survey found inside your newsletter and bring it to the April 12th meeting. If you cannot
attend the meeting, you can mail in your survey to VPNA, PO BOX 720192, Dallas Texas 75372, OR go to
www.vpna.org and fill out your survey on-line.
Cons:
· Dallas Police Dept. should already be patrolling neighborhoods.
· The homeowners have to pay for this service.
MAY 12
· Not everyone in the neighborhood can afford or will be willing to
General Meeting
participate.
Summer Safety
· Many want this service, but are not willing to help, i.e. be a block
Kids & Canines
captain.
· Notifying/billing/collecting is very cumbersome and time
consuming.
Pros:
· Have quicker response with our own officer(s) patrolling the
neighborhood.
· Receive crime alerts and stats.
· Be able to link similar activity/track trends in the neighborhood.
· Reduce/discourage criminal activity.
· Have more police presence in the area.
·
Have more personalized
Bulky Trash/Basura Abultado coverage, i.e. checking on your
Don t Set Out Trash Before:
home while on vacation.
Thursday, April 5

Pick Up Week:
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MARCH GENERAL MEETING RECAP
A large group of Vickery Place residents enjoyed a variety of sandwiches and imported beer provided by Gezellig, lower
Greenville s New York Deli and Belgian Beer Bar. In Dutch Gezellig means chill and stay a while .
Janet Smith, Dallas County Master Gardener presented a program on water wise gardening
and native plants. Generous handouts were provided on indigenous plants and garden
planning. Did you know that there is a help desk for Dallas County residents manned from
8:30 to 4:00 daily by a master gardener ready to answer landscaping and gardening
questions? Call 214-904-3053. Janet explained that we are in Zone 8A and so can chose
any plants in that zone or lower. She then proceeded to give us many tips on watering,
planning and preparing our yards.
Remember from April 1 to October 1 there
is no watering by sprinkler or irrigation
system from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm. This does
not include drip or hand watering. An average
Dallas yard uses seventeen tanker trucks in a
Janet Smith,
summer of watering. One inch of water will
Master Gardener
percolate six to eight inches and a tuna or cat
food can is an ideal means to measure the right amount. Get a rain gauge to
measure rain fall.
Keith Allen our neighborhood police liaison discussed why Dallas is a high
crime city. It is property crimes and repeat offenders are often to blame.
House Bill 79 deserves our interest and consideration for getting the repeat
offenders behind bars. 3-5 a.m. are the hours when most car vandalism
occurs. Keith is readily available and much appreciated. You can reach him
at 214-670-0659.

Roger Andres, Daron Tapscott and
Johnny Haddock

Lauren Hobson and Daron
Tapscott won the door prizes. Join
us next month--you could be the
winner! Our thanks to Gezellig for
providing refreshments, North
Haven Gardens for coordinating
the program, and Vickery Towers
for hosting.
New Vickery Place residents
Patty Woodrich

Reservations accepted
214-827-2820
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HAPPY EASTER!
CELEBRATE EASTER
St. Andrew s Presbyterian Church invites Vickery Place neighbors to its annual
Easter egg hunt and breakfast followed by Easter worship on Sunday April 8. The
breakfast and egg hunt begin at 9:00 a.m. in Nance Fellowship Hall. Worship
begins in the sanctuary at 10:45 a.m. Childcare is provided. St Andrew s is a
neighborhood church that welcomes visitors at any time. The church is located at
3204 Skillman at Monticello. For information call 214 821-9989 or check
www.standrews.presbychurch.org.

Sarah Owens posing with
Easter basket circa 1926

JELLO CAKE
Serve this easy
cake on your
Easter buffet. It
may bring back
memories for many
of you.
Preheat oven at 350. Spray bundt pan with
non-stick baking coating.
1 Box Cake Yellow Mix (Duncan Hines,
Pillsbury, Betty Crocker)
4 Eggs
¾ Cup of Water
¼ Cup of Oil (vegetable or canola)
1 Package (3 ozs.) Jello, any flavor
Put all ingredients in large bowl of electric mixer
and beat according to directions on cake mix
package. Scrape sides and bottom to make sure
Jello is incorporated. Pour into bundt pan and
bake for 45 min.
Glaze:
¾ cup of powdered sugar
1 lemon
Combine ¾ cup of powdered sugar and the juice
of 1 lemon. Beat until smooth and pour over
warm cake. Happy Easter!
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ST. PATRICK'S DAY SIGN BUILDING PARTY
Thank you everyone for attending and thanks to Will & Anna Short for hosting. We had a great turn out and the
signs were assembled in no time flat! Afterwards everyone enjoyed pizza and beer. Thank you to those who
returned the following night to install the signs throughout the neighborhood, (especially the crew on board the Gream
Mobile) and for retrieving the signs on Sunday.

4

VICKERY PLACE SNAPSHOT

1982

On January 28, 1982, nearly 100 Vickery Place neighbors gathered together in the basement of the Greenville
Avenue Christian Church for a meeting with representatives of the Dallas Department of Housing and
Neighborhood Services to consider the future of the neighborhood. This article is the second in a series of
snapshots of the information presented by the City at that meeting and information later published in the
planning guide for our neighborhood.
The planning guide for the North Henderson Neighborhood Reinvestment Area was designed to provide the
Community Development Advisory Committee and the City Council with information to assist in making block grant
decisions and to provide a checklist of activities to help the residents improve the neighborhood. Familiar names
appear on the 1982 Dallas City Council roster. Serving with Mayor Jack Evans were Don Hicks, Fred Blair, Ricardo
Medrano, Joe Haggar, Rolan Tucker, Lee Simpson, Elsie Faye Heggins, Max Goldblatt, Sid Stahl and Wes Wise.
The neighborhood land area was described in the planning guide as ninety percent residential and ten percent in retail
uses such as restaurants, antique and flower shops, or commercial uses like plumbing yards and automobile garages ,
with the commercial uses mostly along Greenville Avenue, Henderson Avenue and North Central Expressway. The
planning guide also noted that some of the residential zoning allowed more intensive uses than actually existed in the
neighborhood. For example, no townhouses had been built in the townhouse zoning of the 5100 blocks of Vickery and
Miller. The 5100 blocks of Richard and Willis, zoned for multi-family development, were also mostly developed with
single-family homes. Even land zoned commercial was not developed to the intensive uses permitted. Pointing out that
zoning history files indicate that this has always been a neighborhood of single-family homes with a few duplexes ,
the Department of Housing and Neighborhood Services suggested that the neighborhood consider re-zoning those
areas where there were incompatibilities between the land use and zoning. (Note: the initiative to rezone the 5100
blocks of Vickery, Miller, Willis and Richard to match existing development was the first major project of the new
neighborhood association. Due to a lack of property owner support of the rezoning, the project failed.)
Next time: What were the demographics of Vickery Place in 1982?

FEBRUARY CRIME STATS:
CRIME

DATE

ADDRESS

BURGLARY
BURGLARY
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
AUTO THEFT
AUTO THEFT
VANDAL
VANDAL
VANDAL

02/04/07
02/15/07
02/01/07
02/02/07
02/05/06
02/06/07
02/06/07
02/07/07
02/08/07
02/10/07
02/11/07
02/14/07
02/17/07
02/27/07
02/14/07
02/21/07
02/01/07
02/15/07
02/27/07

52XX BONITA
52XX BONITA
28XX HENDERSON
53XX WILLIS
51XX RICHARD
56XX MILLER
52XX BONITA
53XX BONITA
51XX WILLIS
55XX WILLIS
54XX MILLER
28XX HENDERSON
51XX WILLIS
56XX VICKERY
28XX HENDERSON
51XX WILLIS
55XX RICHARD
56XX VICKERY
56XX VICKERY
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GRAND CONCERT
Come see Booker T. Washington High School (Arts Magnet) Music Department s
annual Grand Concert on Monday April 23, 7pm at the Meyerson Symphony Center
downtown Art's District. The concert will feature all major performing groups in the
award winning music department. Whether you enjoy classical winds, dueling grand
pianos, choral music, or jazz ensembles, this is one concert you won t want to miss!
Admission is free to the public

ROBERT E. LEE CELEBRATES 75
YEARS!
What: Lee 75th Anniversary Party!!!
School Play Rebels to Cougars
When: Saturday May 19, 9am - 12pm
Where: Lee School Auditorium
9am - Meet and greet/tour
10-10:15am - Dedicate garden and benches
10:15-11am - School Play, Rebels to Cougars ,
K-2 and Grade 3-5 Choirs
11-noon - Refreshments
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HOLLYWOOD/SANTA MONICA
Saturday, April 28th
12 noon to 6:00p

Sunday, April 29th

Tickets are $10 and may be purchased after April 15th at the following locations:
Online at www.hsmna.org/hometour.htm, Whole Foods Market on Greenville Avenue, and
Curiosities at 2025 Abrams Rd.
Tickets may be purchased during the tour at Lindsley Park at 7115 Lindsley Avenue and
the Tour Homes

MUNGER PLACE HOME TOUR
Saturday, May 5th (11am - 6pm) and Sunday, May 6th (Noon - 6pm)
Tour five fully renovated historic homes plus one work-in-progress home in Dallas most
charming historic district with vintage cars at each tour home.
Block Party in the 4900 Tremont block includes
· Live dance performances and workshops by Ballet Folklorico and Class Act.
· Zydeco and blues bands, including Restoration Blues Band.
· Local food and beer/wine vendors
· Fun Kids Area.
· The 2007 PorchFest featuring local artisans and merchants on display.
Advance tickets are $10. Purchase at Whole Foods in Lower Greenville or at the Quaint
Home Gallery at 5308 Junius (214) 370-9994. Tickets purchased during tour are $12.
HISTORIC SWISS AVENUE MOTHER S DAY HOME AND
GARDENS TOUR
Saturday, May 12, 10 till 6pm with Parade starting at Noon
Sunday, May 13, Noon till 6pm with Champaign Brunch in Savage Park
Kitchen 1924 will provide catering all weekend
Champaign Brunch on Sunday beginning at 11:30 am
Hotdogs, hamburgers, sandwiches and beverages...the best in East Dallas
Ticket info: $15.00 in advance, $ 20.00 at the door, available in April at Central Market,
at Lovers/Greenville, Whole Foods on lower Greenville, Albertson s at Mockingbird/
Abrams and Lemmon/McKinney locations, Talulah Belle 2017 Abrams Rd. Dallas,
Needless Necessities 2926 Henderson and Preservation Dallas web-site,
www.preservationdallas.org

M STREETS HOME TOUR
May 19 and 20, 12-5pm.
Tickets are $10 (children under 5 are free) and available in advance at Kroger
(Mockingbird Lane at Greenville Avenue) and at the featured homes on tour days.
Proceeds from the tour benefit Greenland Hills CrimeWatch and Neighborhood
Association along with Stonewall Jackson Elementary School.
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APRIL YARD OF THE MONTH
Matt & Jeanette Warren, and little Max, moved into their 1929
Craftsman Bungalow at 5531 Willis Avenue two and a half years
ago. Their dogs, Monkey and Turbo pose proudly in front of their
home, the April Yard of the Month winner for Vickery Place. The
Warrens are filling the yard with native Texan and low-water
perennials such as the yucca,
Texas sage, lambs ear,
dianthus, curry plant,
loropetelum, blue spruce,
purple smoke bush and purple
plum tree. The sweet alyssum
flanking the sidewalk is a
fragrant greeting at the entry to their yard. Their sage green exterior of their house
led them to determine the color palette of pale greens set off by dark plum
plantings. The Warren s are already patrons of North Haven Gardens, the
sponsor of our neighborhood s Yard of the Month. Many of their plants came from
2007 Board of
North Haven Gardens, so they are eager to
Directors
utilize the $25 gift certificate provided by our
sponsor to add to their landscape and learn
President: Shelia Huffman
more about organic and natural gardening
Vice President: Beth Bentley
techniques. Congratulations!
Secretary: Mary Kay Henley

EARTH DAY

APRIL 22, 2007

The story goes that Earth Day was conceived
by Senator Gaylord Nelson after a trip he took
to Santa Barbara right after that horrific oil spill
off our coast in 1969. He was so outraged by
what he saw that he went back to Washington
and passed a bill designating April 22 as a
national day to celebrate the earth. Gaylord
Nelson passed away July 2005 at the age of 89.
Now observed in 175 countries, and coordinated
by the non-profit Earth Day Network, www.earthday.org, Earth Day is the
largest secular holiday in the world.

Remember from April 1 to
October 1 there is no watering
by sprinkler or irrigation
system from 10:00am to
6:00pm.
Recycling Pick-up
Thursday, April 5
Thursday, April 19
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Treasurer: Will Short
Members at Large:
Carrie Camin
Christine Haddock
Mark Rieves
Selena Urquhart
Nita Wiggins

Newsletter Co-Editors:
Beth Bentley
Shelia Huffman
The Vickery Place Neighborhood
News is published by the Vickery
Place Neighborhood Association.
For advertising rates and
information,
email Vickery Place at
info@vpna.org.

