
VPNA is Now an Official 
IRS “Charitable Organization”

Your contributions to VPNA are now tax-deductible under 
section  170 of the IRS code.

One of the main objectives for VPNA in 2012 was to achieve IRS 
tax-exempt “charitable organization” status and become an IRS 
501(c) (3) corporation. After submitting the original application 
over a year ago, updating and revising our bylaws earlier this year and completing several rounds of 
question & answer sessions with the IRS, VPNA was finally awarded this elite status on June 22, 2012.

From this point forward, your contributions to VPNA are tax-deductible under section 170 of the IRS 
code. VPNA is also eligible to receive your tax deductible bequests, devises, transfers or gifts under 
section 2055, 2106, or 2522 of the IRS code. And don’t forget if your employer has a gift-matching 
program, VPNA should now qualify for that as well.

Achieving this status was truly a team effort. Special thanks go to:
• Wally Bettes, past multi-year VPNA Treasurer who completed the original application and diligently 

maintained a close working relationship with our IRS case officer throughout the entire process
• Claire Schwarz, attorney and Vickery Place resident who provided VPNA free counsel on our bylaw 

revision and IRS application
• Stephen Melendi, attorney and past President of the Belmont Neighborhood Association who 

provided free counsel on our bylaw revision
• The bylaws revision committee: Selena Urquhart, Wally Bettes, Henley Quadling, Will Short and 

Mark Rieves
• The IRS “paperwork” committee: Beth Bentley, Will Short, 
Greg O’Shea and Mark Rieves
• Past and current VPNA officers and board members. As 
part of our application, the IRS required us to document the many 
community and educational programs held over the past 10 years.  
Without the hard work and dedication of these residents, our 
application would have fallen short. 
• And finally, we’d like to thank all of the residents of Vickery 
Place who truly make this a special place to live!
Receiving the “charitable organization” status will be a true “game 
changer” for Vickery Place. Keep a lookout for more information 
and ways to get involved coming soon.

Bulky Trash
Week of the 2nd Monday
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Thursday, July 5th
Pick Up Week

July 9 - 13
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& Recycling Pick-up
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July GENERAL MEETING

Neighborhood Get-Together

Please join your neighbors for a friendly get-
together on Thursday, July 12th, at the home of 
Nancy Corley and Barry Schneider, 5519 Miller 
Avenue from 6:00 to 8:30pm.  Beer, soft drinks, 
and light appetizers will be served. 

Due to summer busy schedules, this event is in 
lieu of a July general meeting.

This will be a bittersweet occasion because Nancy 
and Barry are leaving both Vickery Place - and the 
United States - for some world travels!  Since they 
are leaving, they are offering their home for this 
meeting as a way of thanking VPNA members for 
welcoming them so warmly and to say good-bye as 
well.

Nancy and Barry moved to Vickery Place a year 
and a half ago and it did not take them long to 
appreciate the kindness of the neighbors and the 
charm of the area. They quickly became active 
members of the association, attending monthly 
meetings and volunteering to work home tours, 
wine walks, NNO and other events, as well as 
hammering signs for St. Patrick’s Day.

Nancy is a real Texas native who grew up in the 
Dallas area and spent 26 years in Parker, that 
notorious home of Dallas’ Southfork Ranch and 
more horses than people. Barry moved from L.A. 
in 2004, having previously lived in Chicago and 
Boston, those notorious homes of northerners.

Their upcoming travels will begin with six months 
in Wellington, New Zealand, followed by six 
months in Melbourne, Australia. After that they 
plan to go as the mood inspires them.

We’re going to miss Nancy and Barry.  So please 
come join us, let them know when you want to 
visit, and raise a glass in a toast to their safe and 
fun travels!

COMPLETE STREETS FOLLOW-UP
Back in November 2011 Vickery Place residents 
participated in the City’s Complete Street Open 
House, providing input on what they would like to 
see along Henderson Avenue to make it safer, more 
pedestrian friendly and aesthetically pleasing for 
those that travel this road as well as those living 
in the area. 

The Knox/Henderson Avenue/Ross leg is one of the 
City’s pilot focus areas.

At the open house and various other meetings, the 
City listened to residents, businesses and property 
owners and has created conceptual plans for the 
pilot projects. 

Improvements include pedestrian sidewalks, 
shared bike/car lanes, enhanced/decorative 
crosswalks and green planting. The 6100 foot 
stretch along Henderson carries an estimated cost 
of $1.6M, which is why Vickery Place is requesting 
the inclusion of Henderson Avenue Complete 
Streets in the 2012 Bond Program. 

To see the proposed plan for Henderson Avenue, 
visit www.dallascompletestreets.com.

You can contact our local city representatives at 
the following emails:
• angela.hunt@dallascityhall.com
• pauline.medrano@dallascityhall.com
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lOCAL hAPPENINGS

Truckin’ at Sunflower Market

Sunflower Farmers Market at 1800 North 
Henderson Avenue, along with DFW Food Truck 
group presents The Parking Lot, a once-a-month 
event on the first Thursday of the month, from 
6 p.m. to 10 p.m. The food truck selection will be 
Good Karma Kitchen, Rock And Roll Tacos, Little 
Vessel Grill, Nammi, 3 Lions, Gepetto’s Pizza and 
Rockstar Bakes, with a live performance acoustic 
set with Bongo player.  Food prices range from 
$2 - $5. 

The next food truck events are Thursday, July 5 & 
Thursday, August 2.

On a side note:  Sprouts Farmers Market acquired 
the Sunflower stores earlier this year and will be 
converted to the Sprouts banner at the Henderson 
location during the first week of August.

Welcome New Advertisers!

Vickery Place welcomes two new advertisers to our 
monthly newsletter: 
• Dallas Comedy House
• Glitz Salon on Bonita

Networking opportunity in 
Vickery Place

We are looking for a new Advertising Chair for our 
newsletter.  After serving over 4 years in the role, 
our current chair is moving on to focus on starting 
a catering business. 

This volunteer role involves networking with 
local businesses including responding to 
email inquiries, periodic personal visits and 
coordinating invoicing/payments, as well as 
artwork submissions for the monthly newsletter.   

The time requirement is usually less than one 
day per month. If you are interested in this great 
networking opportunity please email us at info@
vpna.org.

Mosquito Beaters!
Tired of mosquitoes ruining your time outside?  
Our friends at North Haven Gardens recommend 
products that contain all natural ingredients, so 
they can be used in an organic garden setting such 
as:

• Nature’s Guide Mosquito Repellent: This is a 
citronella oil-based, hose-end spray that can be 
sprayed on your lawn & shrubs or used as a 
perimeter spray. It also repels chiggers and gnats! 

• Nature’s Guide Cedarcide: Broadcast these Red 
Cedar Granules by hand or with a spreader for 
an organic way to repel mosquitoes, flies and 
gnats throughout your lawn and garden. You’ll 
love the cedar scent!



STREETSCAPE - URBAN FOSSILS

(Originally from the July 2003 Newsletter,  
by Morris Smart)

The first streets and houses were built in Vickery 
Place over one hundred years ago. Much of the 
original construction still exists. While strolling 
the sidewalks of Vickery Place, a careful observer 
can discover imprints of long 
gone construction companies 
in the concrete under foot. 
The sidewalks of Vickery 
Place are often found in 
disrepair. Many have been 
displaced by a century of 
natural forces of expanding 
and contracting soils and 
ever spreading tree roots. 

In the early days of 
concrete flatwork, the use of 
reinforcement rods was not 

a standard procedure. Subsequently, many of the 
old sidewalks of Vickery Place have been replaced 
over time. 

Before they are all gone, however, take time to find 
the imprint stamps of the construction companies 
that installed them. Some are as early as the 
Crowley Bros. stamp on Vickery that is dated 
1922. 

When you find one of these imprints under your 
feet, take a minute to consider the construction 
crews whose hard work still serves us.
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Vickery Place Pet of the Month
Ed Comer is a familiar sight along Worcola 
Avenue twice every day as he walks his two rescue 
greyhounds. Keystone Kansas is affectionately 
called Pretty Girl. The brindle is Wigwam. Both 
raced in fewer than 30 races and both had been 
abused prior to rescue.   

Greyhounds are the universal blood donors for 
dogs of all breeds and Wigwam was a blood donor.

Ed and Charlotte have lived in Vickery Place since 
1990. Wigwam and Pretty Girl have resided here 
since 2007 when they came to keep Ed company 
after his stroke.

Good Neighbor Tip
Trees and shrubs are a wonderful complement to 
every yard but they can obstruct traffic signs and 
reduce the walking space on our already shaky 
sidewalks. Please remember City Code requires 
that you trim your trees/shrubs to a minimum of 
8 feet height clearance over sidewalks and ensure 
the full width of the sidewalk is clear. 

If you have a traffic sign on or close to your property, 
be sure that it is readily visible by keeping any 
surrounding trees/shrubs trimmed.  

Thanks, Neighbors!



JUly YARD OF THE MONTH
The Carter family moved into their modern 
brick Prairie house in 2008. The home 
was built to adhere to the Vickery Place 
conservation district guidelines and it does 

just that. It has just 
as much charm as 
the older homes in 
Vickery Place. The 
Carters have done 

a wonderful job making the front welcoming 
with landscaping that is not only lovely but 
also drought tolerant. The plants  thriving 
in the July heat include velvety yellow and 
maroon celosia, vibrant chartreuse sedum

ground cover and sweet potato vine, desert 
daisy with it spiky needle-like leaves, wispy 
native grasses and golden shrimp plant. 

The trees that dot the landscape and shade 
the yard include purple Texas mountain 
laurel and Japanese pistachio. Several stone 
paths weave through the beds and container 
gardens peek out behind boulders and rock 
borders. The Carter’s yard is perfect for a 
Texas summer - it not only survives the heat 
but actually flourishes in it. 

The Carters will be receiving a $50 gift 
card from North Haven Gardens for their 
endeavors - maybe at this point in the 
summer they might save it for the cool-off in 
the fall! 
-Anna Short, Beautification Committee Chair

2012 Board of Directors
President – Mark Rieves

Vice-President – Selena Urquhart
Treasurer – Greg O’Shea

Secretary – Debbie Simurda 
Members at Large:

Beth Bentley       Allan Cano
Julie Do     Mary Kay Henley

Will Short  

The Vickery Place Neighborhood News is published by  
Vickery Place Neighborhood Association.  

For sponsorship rates and information  
email info@vickeryplace.org
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For newsletter article submissions or questions  

email: newsletter@vickeryplace.com

Like us on Facebook at  
www.facebook.com/VickeryPlace 
 

Find us online at VickeryPlace.org
 

Sign up for  
neighborhood  
crime watch &  
e-newsletter emails  
at VickeryPlace.org


