
July General Meeting
History of White Rock Lake

Summer is here, time for outdoor fun and family recreation!  
One popular destination just a few miles from Vickery Place 
is White Rock Lake. There you will discover all kinds of things 
to see and do, such as sailing, rowing, fishing, bird watching, 
biking and walking trails, picnic areas and, of course, the 
Dallas Arboretum and the Bath House Cultural 
Center. But, did you ever stop to wonder when and 
how this scenic sanctuary began? So much of the life 
and history of Dallas is echoed through the life and 
history of White Rock Lake.   

Come take a journey through time! Discover how 
White Rock Lake moved from being a water source 
10 miles outside of Dallas to an urban oasis enjoyed 
by over two million visitors a year. At the July 11th 
general meeting hear guest speaker Sally Rodriguez, 
author of the book “Images of America, White Rock 
Lake”. With over 30 years of experience with the 
Dallas Park and Recreation Department she is the 
department’s historian charged with promoting the 
Park & Recreation Department’s historic legacy. 

We will 
also have a 
brief update 
from the 
Dallas Police 
Department on 
crime activity 
in our area and 
ways to keep 
your home and 
family safe 
this summer.  
Pizza and refreshments will be provided. See you there!

Bulky Trash
Week of the 2nd Monday
Don’t Set Out Trash Before

Thursday, July 4th
Pick Up Week

July 8th to 12th
Weekly Trash 
& Recycling 

Pick-up
Every Monday
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VPNA General Meeting
The next VPNA General Meeting 

will be Thursday, July 11th at 7pm  
(at Vickery Towers, Dining Room

5623 Belmont Avenue)



NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS
When the Arista house needed a new coat of 
paint, Vickery Place neighbors Paul and Jonathan 
Brantmeier along with their roommate Ryan Wall 
made it their mission to ‘get it done’. This comes as 
no surprise as these young men have undertaken 
a number of mission projects as members of the 
adult youth group known as The Porch. The Porch 
is a community of 20- and 30-year-olds who come 
together each Tuesday evening for Bible study and 
praise and go out to impact the world around them 
throughout the week.  

In generations 
past, especially in 
Vickery Place, the 
front porch served 
as both the entryway 
to your home and as 
the vantage point to 
observe and engage 
with the world. It 
was both a part of 
the home and a part 
of the community, a 
place where family 
members and visitors 
could feel equally 
welcome.

Today, The 
Porch serves as 
a place where 
this generation 
can gather and 
each person can 
feel welcome—
t h o u g h 
not leave 
unchanged. 
 
For the past 
two weeks, 
members of The 
Porch as well 

as parents, friends and neighbors have arrived 
in shifts at the Arista household ready to scrape, 
prep, prime and paint. 

Even though temperatures reached well into the 
90’s, the crew remained hydrated and in high 
spirits, chatting as they worked. Not able to tackle 
such a large scale project on their own, Rachel, 
Richard and John Robert Arista welcomed their 
neighbor’s generosity. The home has been in the 
Arista family since the early 1960s, and their front 
porch has always served as a place to sit a spell, 
commune with neighbors, and welcome friends, 
family and visitors.  
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Goody Goody .... Gone  
As many of you know, business neighbor Goody 
Goody closed its doors for good on June 22. The 
flagship liquor and spirits store has been a staple 
on Lower Greenville for 49 years.  

Unfortunately, due to the new landlord tripling 
the rent, owner Joe Jansen made the tough 
decision to close this location. It is uncertain what 
will go in this space, but we hope it will be another 
neighborly tenant.  

Joe Jansen bought the Goo Goo liquor store at 
2915 Greenville Avenue in 1964, six months 
after graduating from college. The owner had 
this unusual name so that it would be easy to 
remember, as he did a large part of his business in 
neighborhood delivery. 

Since it took all the money Joe could raise to buy 
the store, he did not have any extra for a new sign. 
Instead, he added a “dy” to Goo Goo, changing the 
name to Goody Goody. As time passed and Goody 
Goody built a reputation it became unwise to 
change the name. Goody Goody showed a steady 
trend upward in sales brought on by a reputation 
of good prices and fair dealings. Their philosophy 
is exemplified by the company motto coined in 
1965: “We do not serve the public to make a profit; 
we make a profit because we serve the public.”  

Early in 1969, Goody Goody moved from the original 
store to a new shopping strip located next door at 
2937 Greenville Avenue, taking over the lease on 
a space vacated by a convenience store. Originally 
the new strip had a poodle shop, a remnant shop, 
and a washateria. As each of these businesses went 
out of business or moved, Goody Goody picked up 
the leases and expanded until finally it had the 
whole building. (History information sourced from 
www.goodygoody.com)



ANNUAL FOOD AND WINE WALK
The annual Food & Wine Walk was a tremendous 
success! Once again, the event sold out completely. 
One hundred neighbors and friends descended 
upon Bob & Sue Saunders fabulous modern Prairie 
house in the 5300 block of Goodwin to start the 
evening with selections of Champagne, paired with 
deviled eggs from Jack’s Southern Comfort and 
Squash Puppies from Sissy’s Southern Kitchen. The 

weather could 
not have been 
better. We loved 
seeing groups of 
people walking 
from around the 
n e i g h b o r h o o d 
to pick up their  
wine glasses and 
commence the 
festivities.

After 45 minutes 
of animated 
conversat ions , 
the friendly group 
of neighborhood 
C h a m p a g n e 
c o n n o i s s e u r s 

walked down the block and around the corner to 
the  beautiful home of Mary & Laurence Sanger 
on the corner of Laneri Ave and Vickery Blvd, 
where a wonderful selection of white wines was 
accompanied by the Blue Goose serving carnitas 
tacos and spicy chicken tacos. Many thanks to the 
Blue Goose for donating their food and service!

Fast forward another hour of conversation, food 
& wine at the white wine stop, the now-merry 
oenophiles walked up the 5300 block of Vickery, to 

the inviting Porch of Kimberly Perdue’s charming 
house on the corner of  Vickery and Glencoe for the 
red wine stop. The Grape Restaurant generously 
donated baked crostinis with whipped mascarpone, 
oven-dried tomato & Luscher’s Italian sausage. 

Kimberly also donated delicious mini pizzas from 
Fireside Pies, to continue the Italian theme, paired 
with an array of fine red wines.

The evening ended with a VIP after party at 
Wendy & Henley Quadling’s house across the 
street from Kimberly, where there was even more 
food (Mexican street tacos), wine, champagne and 
music until midnight.

VPNA would like to extend heartfelt thanks and 
gratitude to the homeowners, the volunteers, 
and especially to the Blue Goose and the Grape 
Restaurant for generously donating for this event. 
Thanks also to Officer Keith Allen for providing 
security for the event.
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STREET CROSS STREET # TOPPERS
Goodwin Central  1
Goodwin Homer   2
Goodwin Glencoe  2
Goodwin Worcola  2
Vickery  Homer   2
Vickery  Laneri   2
Miller  Henderson  1
Miller  Homer   2
Miller  Laneri   2
Miller  Glencoe  1
Miller  McMillan  2
Miller  Worcola  2
Willis  Henderson  1
Willis  Homer   2
Willis  Laneri   2
Willis  Glencoe  2
Richard  Henderson  1
Richard  Homer   2
Richard  Laneri   2
Richard  Glencoe  2
Richard  McMillan  2
Richard  Worcola  1
Homer  Henderson**  1
Bonita  Henderson  1
Bonita  Madera  1
Bonita  Laneri   1
Bonita  Manet   1
Bonita  Glencoe  2
Bonita  McMillan  2
Bonita  Summit  1
Manet  Henderson  1
Manet  Madera  1

SIGNTOPPER UPDATE
Albeit at a slower pace than expected, the sign 
toppers are continuing to go up! Last month we 
reported that we raised funds to install 22 sign 
toppers to date. So far this month we have only 
received donations for an additional 3 toppers.  
Since VPNA fronted the majority of the cash for 
the fabrication of the 85 sign toppers, we continue 
to ask for donations to reimburse the neighborhood 
association for this large cash outlay. 

We are still offering the chance for Vickery Place 
neighbors to ‘sponsor a corner’.  If you are interested 
in sponsoring a corner, or YOUR corner, please 
consider contributing to the sign topper fund.  

Each sign topper costs VPNA $120, installed, and 
we still need to raise a little more than $7,000 to 
break even on this project. Donations may be made 
through the donation button on the Sign Topper 
page of our website (www.vickeryplace.org). 
Additionally, if you contribute $240 or more, you 
have the option to receive your own sign topper for 
your personal display. You may, of course, opt not 
to receive the topper.  

The Vickery Place corners shown in the table to the 
right still need one or more sign topper sponsors.

Remember that every dollar of every donation 
you make to the Vickery Place Neighborhood 
Association is tax deductible under 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code.  We will gladly send you a 
tax receipt for your records.  Please donate today!
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Yard of the Month
July’s yard of the month is 5410 Vickery.  
Matt O’Brien lives there with his golden 
retriever, Sammie. Before Vickery, Matt lived 
on Monticello and 
Sammie resided with 
the DFW Golden 
Retriever Rescue.  

The pair now enjoy 
the front porch life of this Vickery Place gem built 
in 1928 and the recently remodeled backyard 
with its new salt water pool. The landscaping 
is remarkable for the attention to detail. Large, 
thoughtfully-planted pots line the front stairs 
and these are kept fresh from season to season. 
Matt credits his interest in gardening and his 
well-chosen plantings to his mother, Kellie, a 
world class gardener who resides in Chicago, 
where Matt grew up. Her own yard graced the 

cover of House 
and Garden. 
On occasion she 
and his sister, 
Jennifer, visit, 
garden and 
decorate. Matt  
came to Dallas, 
studied finance 
at SMU and 
never left.   

One tree you 
won’t see from 
the yard is 
the hand-
carved African 
Tree of Life 

in the living room. Every year Matt travels 
to Tanzania to teach English in a school his 
family started there (www.obrienschool.org.) 
The African Tree of Life with its rich dark 
ebony wood depicts tribal interdependence 
and coexistence with nature. It is easy to see 
it is one of its owner’s favorites.

As with all Yard of the Month winners, Matt 
O’Brien will receive a $50.00 gift certificate 
from our friends at North Haven Gardens.

~by Yard of the Month committee: Debbie 
Simurda & Mary Kay Henley

2013 Board of Directors
President - Mark Rieves

Vice President - Selena Urquhart
Treasurer - Greg O’Shea

Secretary - Debbie Simurda

Members at Large:
Allan Cano, Alun Urquhart, Anton Skowronski, 

Beth Bentley, Henley Quadling,  
Kiersten Ferguson Cremin, Laura Gaudet,  

Mary Kay Henley, Will Short

The Vickery Place Neighborhood News is published by  
Vickery Place Neighborhood Association.  

For sponsorship rates and information  
email info@vickeryplace.org
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For newsletter article submissions or questions  

email: newsletter@vickeryplace.com

Like us on Facebook at  
www.facebook.com/VickeryPlace 
 

Find us online at VickeryPlace.org
 

Sign up for  
neighborhood  
crime watch &  
e-newsletter emails  
at VickeryPlace.org


