
FROM THE PRESIDENT

I am very excited and honored to serve as 
president of the neighborhood association 
during our neighborhood’s 101st year!  
Many, many thanks go out to the 2011 
President, Selena Urquhart, and the rest of the 
2011 board for a wonderfully successful year.  

In 2012 we will continue to build on this momentum and have fun doing it at the same time!

I grew up in Roanoke, Virginia and even as a kid, I always had an appreciation for the 
history, beautiful scenery, and small town environment that the Roanoke area provided.  
Work brought me to Dallas 22 years ago and even though I lived in a northern suburb, I found myself always coming to 
East Dallas to visit new friends, eat, and play. Obviously we don’t have mountains here, but East Dallas has a sense of 
history, thousands of beautiful trees, and a small town feel while at the same time having all of the cultural benefits of 
a major American city.  That is why twenty years ago, I bought an early 1920’s craftsman bungalow in Vickery Place.

I first purchased my home in 1992 and I have been slowly restoring it.  In 1999, I met my wonderful wife Priscilla, 
and when we were married in 2000, the remodeling pace definitely picked up!  As a result of these investments and the 
many challenges to the neighborhood in terms of land use, zoning, and (sometimes) conflicting bar/restaurant business 
interests on Lower Greenville and Henderson Avenues, I’ve been an active participant and multi-year board member 
since 2007. My passion has been local zoning cases and I’ve authored and/or presented multiple presentations to Dallas 
City Council on behalf of the neighborhood.  

Being a part of the neighborhood association, volunteering on committees and the board, participating in the monthly 
meetings, National Night Out, and other activities for me, builds a sense of community and is a great way to stay in 
touch with neighbors.  A priority for me and an opportunity for the neighborhood association is to be more inclusive 
and better serve all residents by shedding the image of just representing those who live in older homes.  When Vickery 
Place became a Conservation District five years ago, the political process alienated many who were against it, especially 
those in the larger new homes. There are many projects (for example, better street lighting, sign toppers, crime watch, 
etc.) that we can do in 2012 that will benefit all residents.   To really succeed, we need everyone involved.

2011 was an excellent year for Vickery Place.  In 2012, we’ll do another Home Tour and Wine Walk in addition to our 

JANUARY GENERAL MEETING

Next VPNA General meeting will be 
Thursday, Janaury 12, 7:00 pm

at The Grape
2808 Greenville Avenue

Vickery Place 1911 - 2011
Volume 31, Issue 1

January 2012

1-DAY Weekly Trash 
& Recycling Pick-up

EVERY MONDAY

Bulky Trash
Week of the 2nd Monday

Don’t Set Out Trash Before
Thursday, January 5

Pick Up Week
January 10-18

 continued on Page 2 



From Page 1 

annual events, and we want you to help us determine 
other events and priorities for the neighborhood.  We’ll 
also continue to work closely with other neighborhood 
associations on local commercial and residential issues.  
The key for 2012 is to build on the excellent momentum 
we established in 2011 and continue to increase the number 
of residents who are actively involved.  Our goal is to 
continually improve and make Vickery Place a better place 
to live for everyone.  And, we will have fun doing it!

Mark Rieves, VPNA President

A TOAST TO THE NEW YEAR!

VPNA General Meeting
Thursday, January 12

6:30PM to 8:30PM, 
The Grape, 2808 Greenville Avenue

What do you envision for Vickery Place neighborhood in 
the next year, 2 years, 5 years?  

Join us at the Grape Restaurant for the January 12 VPNA 
general meeting to celebrate a new year, meet fellow 
neighbors and set goals to improve the safety and quality 
of life in and around our neighborhood. 

This will be an open forum to express your top priorities 
for Vickery Place.  Topics may include: 

• Community pride/sense of place (sign toppers, home 
tour, community garden, newsletter/social media).
• Crime prevention initiatives (crime watch, networking, 
camera installation, private patrols, National Night Out).
• Beautification/Improvement projects (street lighting, tree 
planting).
• Educational programs (City services, zoning, home re-
pair, gardening, area schools).
• Social activities to foster camaraderie (wine walks, porch 
parties, chili cook-off, happy hours).  

We want to hear what is important to YOU.  Meet the 2012 
Board, join a committee, and voice your ideas.  

The Grape will offer happy hour pricing for drinks and ap-
petizers throughout the meeting.

13TH ANNUAL LEGACIES 
HISTORY CONFERENCE

The Thirteenth Annual Legacies History Conference, 
“Defining the Spirit of Dallas”, will be held on Saturday, 
January 28, 8:30am to 12:30pm, at the Hall of State 
at Fair Park.  Join fellow lovers of Dallas history for a 
day of provocative presentations by professional and lay 
historians focusing on our great city’s past.  Conference 
Tickets $30.00, Patron Tickets $100 (which includes a 
reception with the speakers Friday night), student tickets 
(with student ID) $20.

The conference is jointly sponsored by twelve organizations 
focused on Dallas architecture, history and preservation.  
For more information and a registration form, visit www.
dallasheritagevillage.org.

FLORES FAMILY COLLECTION
 
The Flores Family in the 5300 Block of Miller Ave expe-
rienced a devastating fire the morning of December 13, 
2011.  Fortunately, there were no serious injuries, but the 
Flores Family has lost their home! 

The fire started around 5:30 that morning.  The Flores 
were dog-sitting a cousin’s Maltese terrier.  It was this tiny 
dog who awoke one of the Flores ladies by jumping on 
her chest and scratching her.  Once awake, she was able 
to rouse the others in the home and they were all able to 
escape.  As the fire grew, the flames hit an oxygen tank 
(prescribed for one of the family members).  
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Today the six residents of the home are staying 
with various relatives throughout the city.  
Their goal is to stay in Vickery Place to enable 
their youngest daughter, Natalie, to stay at 
North Dallas High.  The huge outpouring of 
support has endeared Vickery Place more than 
ever to the family.  

Vickery Place gathered gifts for the Flores 
family from our neighborhood, sister 
neighborhoods, former VP residents and North 
Dallas High.  These gifts totaled almost $5200, 
plus clothing and home products (detailed list 
below).

Special thanks to:
•  Claire Oliver and the staff and students of North Dal-

las High whose own collection brought in almost $800 
of cash/gift cards.  

•  Our sister neighborhoods including Belmont Area 
Conservation District and Lakewood

• Tom Henderson of Downing Hill
•  Ken Lampton 
•  Linda Mitchell 
•  Patrick & Melissa Angel 
• Danny Linn and former Vickery Place residents 
•  Vickery Place Cook Book, Shelia Huffman and Kathy 

Harris
•  North Dallas High alumni

And a most special thanks to the residents of Vickery Place 
for sharing whatever they can with a family very much in 
need. 

The Flores Family is very grateful for all the support they 
have received.  We will continue to keep everyone posted 
as to how things are going for them.  
 

Flores Family Gift Fund 
(Delivered to the family December 28, 2011)
 
Cash/Gift Cards Received:
• Checks, Cash & Online Contributions totaled $3,200
• Gift Cards for Kroger, WalMart, et al $1,065
• North Dallas High collection of $800 (cash and gift 

card)

Gifts Received:
•  Notebook computer
•  Food Stuffs – assorted canned goods and pantry items 
•  Paper products – paper towel (single roll), shop clothes 

(1 box), paper plates (2 stacks), foil, wax paper, bath-
room tissue (2x12 pack), foil pans (2)

•  Toiletries – shampoo (3), soap (8), razor (3), shav-
ing cream (1), men’s lotion (1), deodorant (2), Q tips, 
scented body lotion (4), toothpaste (3), hair brushes 
(2), toothbrushes (8)

•  Linens – pillow (1 large, 2 throw), sheet, blanket (1), 
afghans (2), towels (6), place mats (10)  

•  Housewares – 10-piece cutlery set (in wood case), 
small dinner set, disposable plas-
tic containers, waffle maker
• Clothing – warm sweat-
ers (5), 1 men’s t-shirt, assorted 
shoes; Vickery Place T Shirts (5), 
ladies tops (20), ladies pants (2), 
mens fleece (1), mens oxford 
shirt (1), mens slacks (3), Uni-
form Shirts for Natalie, ladies ‘as 
new’ winter coat
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SUPPORTING EXCELLENCE
UPDATE ON 

JAMES B BONHAM ELEMENTARY

The campaign to keep James B Bonham open continues.  
Here is a brief update.   On December 15th, despite cold 
rainy weather, about 20 parents and neighbors picketed 
the DISD board meeting.   

Among the speakers in support of Bonham was Vickery 
Place resident Glen Day who addressed the board, as the 
last speaker of the night, highlighting Bonham's extraor-
dinary acheivements and proposing that DISD make it a 
model school to train other DISD educators and replicate 
its success.

Other suggestions offered by speakers at the board meet-
ing included:
• asking the adhoc committee to reassess consolidation 

plans taking into consideration a school's academic 
performance

• closing other  underachieving / less utilized campuses
• ceasing busing of students adjacent to Bonham's at-

tendance zone across 75 to Milam
• extending Bonham to K-5.

We received feedback from board member Mike Morath 
that he has received over 300 emails, and Adam Medrano 
has reported at least 500 messages all in support of Bon-
ham.  There are over 400 signatures on the change.org pe-
tition to Keep Bonham and extend it to K-5.  

So far, the paper petitions circulated by the PTA have gen-
erated 1200 signatures.  Petitions are posted at the Pearl 
Cup and Dickey's on Henderson.  (Thanks to Dickey’s for 
supporting the alma mater of TD Dickey Jr. and offering 
to hang our banner once we get a city permit.)  

Additionally, the Dallas Morning News took notice of the 
campaign and ran articles in Neighbors Go and last Thurs-

day's Metro section about our neighborhood's efforts.

The next board meeting is scheduled for January 26th, 
7pm at the DISD Administration building (3700 Ross 
Avenue).  An open records request is being prepared for 
submission to DISD to disclose the factors underlying 
Bonham's placement on the consolidations list.  

Unless the vote is delayed, this will be the day the board 
votes on the consolidation proposal and we will need 
everyone who is able to come out and show your support 
for our superior school. Meanwhile we are asking people 
to keep the emails coming.  Updates are available via 
Facebook.  For more information, talking points and email 
addresses visit Savebonham.org.

A concerned parent,
Velouette

HOW CAN I BECOME 
MORE ACTICE IN VPNA

Please get involved! One way for our residents to get 
started is to attend one of our monthly meetings, which 
can be educational (usually held at Vickery Towers) or 
purely social (usually held at a local bar-restaurant).  

If general meetings or socials are not their thing, they can 
do single activities such as deliver the newsletter to their 
block, sell drinks at the annual Neighborhood Night Out, 
or help build and deliver the ‘no parking signs” that we 
put out for the St. Patty’s Day block party each year.  

Residents can also lead and/or work on various projects as 
well.  For example, in 2011 we had two residents create 
the Centennial cookbook, another resident was the Chair 
of the Home Tour Committee, and a few years ago, we 
had a resident orchestrate the planting of almost 50 trees 
throughout the neighborhood.  Email info@vpna.org to get 
involved.
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VICKERY MEADOW FOOD PANTRY

I delivered the food to the Vickery Meadow Food Pantry on 
Saturday morning 45 minutes before they opened.  There 
was already a family waiting for the pantry to open at 9am.  

As we loaded cart after cart from my truck the additional 
workers began to arrive, volunteers from Temple Emanu-
El, Catholic Charities of Dallas and a social case worker 
provided by Jewish Family Services of Dallas to help the 
families beyond just the immediate need for food.  

Old and young alike all volunteering their time and I end-
ed up sticking around to learn more about the process and 
ended up helping hand out food myself until they closed.  

I talked with some of the people who sought out help from 
the pantry, sometimes individuals, some with families up 
to nine people.  

One of the interesting people I met was a soft-spoken man 
from Iran.  There he was a doctor, but once here in the U.S. 
his degree meant nothing. He's essentially starting over 
here with his wife.  

Overall, it was a meaningful experience that humbles and 
invigorates at the same time.  The pantry personnel were 
extremely grateful for the help and send sincere thanks to 
the Vickery Place residents who helped again this year.

The Vickery Meadow Food Pantry is a collaborative proj-
ect of Catholic Charities, Jewish Family Service, Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul, Temple Emmanu-El, Ladies of Char-
ity, National Council of Jewish Women and the Vickery 
Meadow Management Corporation, serving low-income 
residents of northeast Dallas based solely on ZIP code and 
income, without regard to race, color, gender, disability, 
religion, political belief or national origin. 
        ~ Matthew Ladin

Neighbors gave: 75 lbs. of flour, 50 lbs. of sugar, 4.5 gal-
lons of cooking oil, 42 packages of pasta and rice, 
121 canned goods, 230 servings of baby food, 7 lbs. of 
corn meal, 19 containers of peanut butter, 40 boxes of 
miscellaneous dry goods

VICKERY PLACE SIGN TOPPER 
DESIGN CONTEST

As discussed in the December newsletter, our numerous 
old, faded sign toppers have seen better days, and we are 
calling on our talented 
Vickery Place residents to 
submit proposed designs 
for the new sign toppers.  

The response has been great, but we are certain there are 
more residents out there that would like to see their design 
exhibited throughout the neighborhood for years to come.  
The design will be featured on more than 85 signs scat-
tered throughout the neighborhood.

• Maximum sign dimension 24" wide x 9" high and can 
be die cut to various shapes within those dimensions.

• Signage should include the words “Vickery Place” 
and the year “1911”.

• The design can only be two colors (purple & white).
• Please submit two versions, one including the words 

“Conservation District” and a matching version without 
that verbiage, inclusive of the whole neighborhood.

• Please include your name, address (physical and 
preferred email) and telephone number when you 
make your submission.

The deadline for entries is February 1.  We will start 
showcasing the entries in the coming weeks on VickeryPlace.
com and vote on the entries at the February 9th general 
meeting.  Please submit your questions or designs to  

signtoppers@vickeryplace.
com, and good luck!
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PET OF THE MONTH - GEORGIE DOG

Like all good four legged children, Georgie Rieves an-
swers to a variety of names. Some of these include: Geor-
gina, Sha sha, Shoopie (from the Hardline radio show in 
the afternoons on AM sports radio 1310 The Ticket) and 
Muffin Head. 

She was named after Georgia O'Keeffe because they have 
the same eyebrows!

She got the name Sha Sha from her confident little prance 
which she displays regularly when she is "proud" of 
herself. She exhibited her strut at the park recently after 
stealing another dog’s ball. His owner remarked, "Look at 
how she prances around with that ball!"  

She has chihuahua ears that are up and "at the ready".
Even when sound asleep the ears are straight up in the air. 
Her mother is convinced that she has enlarged adenoids 
because she snores quite loudly. 

She is the only dog we have ever had that will throw her own 
ball up in the air to fetch. Perhaps this comes from being an 
only child. She also bats her bone around our 85-year-old 
hardwood floors as if auditioning for the Dallas Stars. 

Though we are not the least bit biased, we think our one 
of a kind rescue Chi-fo-herd (a made-up breed that her 
parents have discussed telling people who ask what she is: 
part chihuahua, red fox, and shepherd) is pretty special and 
as unique as her breed. Whatever that may be! 

~Priscilla Rieves

NEIGHBORHOOD STORE MOVING

Tom Henderson, the owner of Downing Hill Garden Center 
on Greenville Avenue is relocating to a larger space were 
he can expand his services and merchandise selection with 
more outdoor furniture and accessories.  

He will also be working with the design team at Roundtree 
Landscaping and able to help with all of your landscaping 
needs.

Although saddened to say good-bye to Lower Greenville, 
Downing Hill is moving to a quaint shopping village in the 
Canyon Creek area of Richardson called II Creeks Plaza 
where unique shops and restaurants are nestled among a 
grove of trees in a park-like setting. 

With the new location comes a new name for the shared 
space - The Gardens of Canyon Creek. The new address is 
2701 Custer Parkway Richardson, Texas 75080.  The last 
day at the current location WAS Saturday, December 31st. 
The store will re-open in late January at the new location.

Tom has been a real friend to our neighborhood. In addition 
to hosting several events where a portion of his profit has 
been donated to the neighborhood, Tom also sold the 
Vickery Place Cookbook and the Centennial Candles. We 
will miss browsing in his beautifully arranged shop, full of 
unique and clever items. 
    Good luck, Tom!
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JOIN THE 2012 HOME TOUR TEAM

Our Centennial Home Tour exceeded expectations!  
With the support and hospitality of featured home 
owners, we were able to showcase six beautiful 
homes.  We sold 550 tickets; achieved high profile 
media coverage with featured articles in The 
Advocate and a cover story in the Dallas Morning 
News Arts & Life Home Section; gained advertising 

and sponsorship 
by business 
and community 
partners.  

With our proceeds, 
we were able to 
achieve our stated 
goal of covering a 
significant share 
of the cost to 
replace our street 
sign toppers plus 
make donations to 
our two featured 
local charitable 
partners – James 

Bonham Elementary School and Animal Rescue of 
Texas (ART).

The event was a wonderful occasion to connect 
with neighbors, welcome back former Vickery 
Place residents and to showcase Vickery Place to 
our friends and sister neighborhoods 
throughout the DFW area.

Not only was this our first Home Tour 
event in 10 years but the most amazing 
achievement of all was that this very 
successful event was organized by a core 
team of six members under the leadership 
of committee chair, Julie Germann.  

Plans for our October 2012 Home Tour are 
starting now and we would love any help 
our neighbors can provide!  Participation 
can be as simple as hanging posters, home 
docent for tour day,  fundraising, featured 
home liaison or actively contributing to 

a committee or sub-committee. If you would like 
to learn more about how you can help make this 
year’s event even more successful, please email us at  
hometour@vickeryplace.com

SENIOR PETS ASSISTANCE 
NETWORK

On December 14th the Vickery Place Centennial 
Cookbook, Recipes and Recollections, Vickery 
Place Cooking Since 1911, contributed a portion of 
the proceeds from the sale of the book to Senior Pets 
Assistance Network (SPAN).  
SPAN is a group of volunteers donating and 
delivering pet food and often subsidizing veterinary 
services for the pets of low income senior citizens. 

Pictured are (L-R) Mark Rieves, 2012 President 
of the Vickery Place Neighborhood Association,  
Adelle Taylor, founder of SPAN, Shelia Huffman 
and Kathy Harris, co-editors of the cookbook, and 
Sue McComb, 2012 President of SPAN.

Also endorsing the worthwhile charity are several 
four legged residents of Vickery Place, (L-R) 
Georgie, Phoebe JoAnn and Wheels. 

If you would like to know more about SPAN or 
are interested in volunteer opportunities visit their 
website, www.seniorspets.org.



JANUARY YARD OF THE MONTH

Dr. Clark Steffens just moved into his house (XXXX 
Goodwin) in April of this year (2011).  So he gives the 
previous owners get most of the credit for the yard!

As for the plantings and landscaping, the flower-
beds were planted with begonias, the grass is St. 
Augustine, and that the hedges surrounding the 
house are dotted with fir and small maple trees.  
Dr. Steffens really enjoy the flow of the yard in 
both in the front and back of the house.  Stone 
walkways snake through different types of vegeta-
tion that give the yard a very secluded feel.  The 
fountains pouring into the salt water pool in the 
backyard add a nice atmosphere, especially at 
night when the timed lighting feature comes on 
and creates a warming glow across the entire yard.

Dr. Steffens receives a 
$50 gift card, provided 
by our Yard of the 
Month sponsors, North 
Haven Gardens.

 

2012 Board of Directors

President – Mark Rieves
Vice-President – Selena Urquhart

Treasurer – Henley Quadling
Secretary – Debbie Simurda 

Members at Large:
Allan Cano

Beth Bentley
Julie Do

Mary Kay Henley
Will Short  

The Vickery Place Neighborhood News is 
published by the  

Vickery Place Neighborhood Association.
For sponsorship rates and infornation  

email info@vpna.org.
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 Like us on Facebook at 
 www.facebook.com/VickeryPlace 

 Find us online VickeryPlace.com 

 Sign up for neighborhood crime watch  
 and e-newsletter emails

WATER RESTRICTIONS

The City of Dallas started Stage1 watering restrictions willon 
Monday, December 12, which allows landscape watering of any 
kind only twice per week. 

Even house number addresses (0, 2, 4, 6, 8) are allowed to water 
on Sundays & Thursdays, odd house number addresses (1, 3, 5, 
7, 9) on Saturdays & Wednesdays.  

Watering is only allowed before 10 am or after 6 pm.  savedallaswater.
com


