FEBRUARY GENERAL
MEETING
CD ECONOMIC IMPACT
STUDY
Date: Thursday, February 12
Time: 7:00 pm
LUCK
DINNER
Place : POT
Vickery
Towers
Main Dining Hall
(Corner of Greenville & Belmont)
Preservation Dallas will present
the results of the study on the
economic impact of neighborhoods with conservation district
designation.
Food from The Porch
Birthday cake by Society Bakery
Join us and celebrate!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY VICKERY PLACE!
Come celebrate the 98th birthday of Vickery Place. Enjoy delicious food
provided by neighborhood restaurant The Porch, birthday cake from
Greenville Avenue s Society Bakery and a guest speaker reporting on the
recent study conducted by Preservation Dallas on the economical impact of
conservation districts.
In the early 1900 s our
neighborhood was
mostly cotton fields,
but with the
introduction of the
streetcar, people
began moving north
of the city. Vickery
Place was platted in 1911 and was considered
North Dallas with Goodwin Avenue being the northern city limit. It was
advertised as on the street car line and above the city .
Seventy years later saw the inception of the Vickery Place Neighborhood
Association, VPNA. As we begin our 28th year as an organized
neighborhood association we will also celebrate VPNA and it's mission which
includes preserving the neighborhood and improving the quality of life within
our neighborhood and our city.

June 28, 2006 saw another milestone for Vickery Place when the Dallas City
Council voted unanimously to designate Vickery Place a Conservation District
and again on January 10, 2007 to expand that designation to include the
majority of Vickery Place, giving us
the distinct recognition of a
neighborhood rich in history and architecturally worth preserving for future
generations.
A consultant team hired by Preservation Dallas recently conducted a study of
the economical effect of conservation status on a neighborhood. See page 3.
Join us for the results of that study and to celebrate our neighborhood.

Bulky Trash/Basura Abultado
Recycling Pick-up

Don t Set Out Trash Before:
Thursday, February 5

Pick Up Week:
February 9 - 13
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Thursday, February 5
Thursday, February 19

JANUARY GENERAL MEETING RECAP:
FORM-BASED ZONING
Guest speaker Michael Jung, a member of the Forward Dallas
Development Code Advisory Board, explained the City s new
approach to zoning known as Form-Based Zoning, in which building
form is regulated more heavily than use or density. It promotes a
walkable urban environment by creating appealing pedestrian-friendly
streetscapes amid a mix of land uses. He sited the West Village,
Mockingbird Station, and Addison Circle as examples of the types of
development form-based zoning encourages.
VPNA president Will Short with
guest speaker Michael Jung

A Form-Based Zoning ordinance is now before the City Council for
consideration. This draft ordinance is the product of a compromise
between neighborhood and developer interests. Michael detailed the three key elements within the compromise draft
that will protect Dallas neighborhoods. These are (1) Critical Mass provisions: the compromise encourages zoning be
concentrated in areas appropriate for high density, at least 25 to 40 acres of dense walkable urban development this
helps ensure that there will be enough residents to support a mix of stores and businesses for them to use, and vice
versa; (2) Retain the Residential Proximity Slope: in place since 1989, requires tall buildings be set back three feet
from the nearest single-family residential zoning for each foot of height; and (3) Residential Transition District,
designed as a buffer between the new zoning and existing neighborhoods the compromise requires at least a ½ block
buffer.
The new zoning will be voted on by City Council in
February. Neighborhoods across Dallas have achieved
great things by working together. This can be one of
them!
Fish City Grill manager Dan Keils and Chase Hodge
dished up some of the Henderson Avenue restaurant s
specialties: delicious Jalapeno Soup, Stuffed Mushrooms
and fabulous Fish Tacos what a treat!!
Thank you Michael Jung for this informative session,
thank you Fish City Grill for your generous contribution
and thank you Vickery Towers for the meeting space.

New year brings in new faces to VPNA meeting

Daron Tapscott, Michael Jung, Will Short
and Geoff Henley exchange cards

VP resident Nita Wiggins and board member Derek
Adleta in line for a great meal served by Chase Hodge
and Dan Keils of Fish City Grill
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CONSERVATION DISTRICT ECONOMIC IMPACT STUDY
(February 12 General Meeting, continued from page 1)
Clarion Associates, a Denver based national land use and economic analysis firm, along with the
staff of Preservation Dallas recently conducted a study of the economical effect of a
neighborhood by it s designation as a conservation district. Five Dallas neighborhoods that had
received the status of conservation district were selected for examination.
The main criteria for selection were 1) the neighborhood should have been designated a conservation district early
enough to allow a reliable tracking of property value trends over a period of at least ten years; 2) a similar and nearby
control neighborhood must exist that closely matches the conservation district in as many attributes as possible
except for conservation district designation (e.g., uses, dimensional standards, date of construction, and building
details); and 3) the districts selected should represent a well-rounded sample of the city s conservation district
program, both in terms of geography and demographics.
The Dallas neighborhoods selected for the study were King s Highway and Lakewood (both designated 1988),
Hollywood/Santa Monica (designated 1989), North Cliff (designated 1996) and Bishop Arts (designated 1992). King s
Highway, Lakewood, Hollywood and North Cliff are predominantly single-family residential with Bishop Arts a mixed
use district with a neighborhood-scale commercial core surrounded by single-family residential.
After the five conservation districts were identified, the consultants spent several days in the field with Preservation
Dallas staff to identify a comparable area for each district. The comparable areas serve as control groups for each
district, allowing the property value data of each conservation district to be compared to another undesignated area
within the city.
The results of this study will be the topic of the February 12 General Meeting and will be presented by Daron
Tapscott. A 20+ year resident of Vickery Place and a past president of VPNA, Daron is an accomplished architect
by profession, has served on the Landmark Commission, is a member of the Board of Trustees of Preservation Dallas
and serves as Chair of the Preservation Plan Committee for the City of Dallas.

HAPPY FAT TUESDAY!
Fat Tuesday (Mardi Gras in French) is the last celebration before Ash
Wednesday, the beginning of Lent. Fat Tuesday is also known as Shrove
Tuesday or Pancake Day . This year Fat Tuesday will be clebrated on
February 24.

New to Vickery Place?

www.vpna.org
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ST. PATRICK S DAY PARTY
Get your Green on! The annual Greenville Avenue St. Patrick s Day block party will take place on Saturday, March
14, 2009 on Greenville Avenue between Vanderbilt and Vickery.
As seen over the years, this popular block party attracts thousands to the street party and tens of thousands to private
parties in the surrounding neighborhoods. The resulting impact is high traffic, parking congestion, litter, and noise. The
City will designate no parking areas with signs
placed generally on the north side of streets in
Vickery Place. Police officers and code
enforcement will be on duty along with tow trucks
staged for parking violations.
VPNA representatives have been participating in
City of Dallas planning meetings, and maps of the
affected area and other pertinent information will be
distributed with your March newsletter as well as
posted on the VPNA web-site.
NO PARKING SIGN BUILDING PARTY All VP residents are invited to come help build the
signs with approximately 300 no parking signs to
assemble, we will need all the extra hands! Bring
your hammer and join your neighbors on
Wednesday, March 11 at the home of Brian &
Heather Gream, 5415 Richard Ave., 6:30 PM.
Pizza, beer & sodas will be provided.
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BONHAM RECOGNIZED
The National Center for Urban School
Transformation has named James B. Bonham
Elementary School as a finalist for their 2009
National Excellence in Urban Education
Award. Bonham is one of 25 finalists to
present strong evidence of high levels of
achievement for all students served. Only 43
schools from across the country met the
criteria. The finalists will each receive an onsite visit that will lead to the selection of 10
winners to be recognized at the 2009 National
Center for Urban School Transformation
Symposium in May where each winner will
present their strategies for success.
DISD COMMUNITY MEETING
An informed and engaged community can
have a positive impact on schools. Individual
volunteers, businesses and organizations who
support school needs as partners in education
can improve and enrich the learning
environment. In order to build a supportive
community, Dallas ISD is sponsoring a series
of meetings, where parents and community
members can learn about changes made to
improve schools and increase student
academic achievement across the district.
Mark your calendar for the Woodrow Wilson
High School feeder pattern meeting, which will
be held on Monday, February 9, 6:30 p.m. at
the school, 100 South Glasgow. For
information, call (972) 925-5554, or visit the
district web site at www.dallasisd.org.
SCHOLARSHIPS TO DISD HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS
Recognizing the importance of public
education, The Greenville Avenue Area
Business Association, (merchants primarily on
Greenville Avenue from Park Lane south to
Mockingbird) wishes to support Dallas ISD
schools in the community. The organization
has committed to provide scholarships valued
at $2,500 to one graduating senior at the
following high schools: Emmett J. Conrad,
North Dallas and Woodrow Wilson.
Applications are available from school
counselors or at www.dallasisd.org/parents/
scholarship, and must be postmarked by
Thursday, March 12, 2009.

TASTE OF THE ARTS (TOTA)
February 28, 2009 6pm-10pm

Booker T. Washington High School for the
Performing and Visual Arts
2501 Flora Street, downtown Dallas
Gloria Campos, WFAA anchor will be Honorary Chair
for this year s TOTA event, an evening filled with food,
fun, and entertainment by the exceptionally talented
students of Booker T. Washington High School for
the Performing and Visual Arts. Take a tour of the
newly renovated campus; participate in the silent and
live auctions supporting the school s fundraising effort.

Tickets are limited so order yours quickly!
www.btwhsptsa.org
Presented by Bonham Boosters

Celebrate 85 Years on
North Henderson;
"Not Just Desserts at Bonham!
Saturday, February 28, 4:30 6:30 p.m.
Tickets in advance only!
10 adults/includes one raffle ticket; $5 children 5-12
Join your neighbors, friends and alumni, to celebrate James B.
Bonham Elementary School's 85th birthday; have fun, eat delicious
desserts from local restaurants and area cooks, enter to win
priceless opportunities and bid on silent auction items. Learn
about the good old days at Bonham from the insightful and hilarious speaker, Rawlins Gilliland, who grew up across the street from
Bonham.
Priceless raffles will include: Consultation with a Master Gardener,
A t-shirt quilt, A pen and ink drawing of the winner s home, Organization of local home or office desk by a skilled organizer, Go around
town with Rawlins as he shares stories behind his Street Food
article in D Magazine while sampling his favorite street food. Silent
auction items include paintings and art pieces by local artists and
other items donated by area merchants and friends.
Tickets: arlene.colbert@hotmail.com or call 214-821-5464.
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A LESSON IN HISTORY
The 10th annual Legacies Dallas History Conference was held Saturday January 31 at City Hall. This year s theme
was Dallas Lost and Found: More Hidden Treasures and Forgotten Stories.
Topics included Dallas s City Halls: From Log Cabin to I. M. Pei presented by Katheine Seale, Executive Director,
Preservation Dallas; Forgotten Namesakes in Dallas: From Moss Lee Love to Marvin D. Love presented by Steve
Blow, The Dallas Morning News; Dallas Dairies: Metzger, Tennessee, Bluff View, Schepps, and More by Howard
Cox; Going Downtown to Shop: Sanger s, Titche s, Volk s and More by Jackie McElhaney; The Place to Be:
Dallas s Fairmont Hotel and Venetian Room by Sam Childers; Where Dallas Once Stood: Frank Lloyd Wright
and the Rogers Lacy Hotel by Charles T. Marshall; Ross Avenue: Dallas s Elegant Turn-of the century
Neighborhood by Brad Hamilton; and Road to Glory: Dallas s 10th Street Becomes Church Street by Rene
Schmidt.
The Legacies Conference is looked forward to and attended by more and more Dallasites each
year. Neighborhood participants included Daron Adleta, Beth and Rick Bentley, Brian Gream,
Shelia Huffman, Ken Lampton, Linda Mitchell, Will Short, Debbie Simurda, and Daron Tapscott.

VP resident Debbie
Simurda ready to
take notes at
conference

Vickery Place was well represented at History Conference
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Dallas Heritage Village display

CREAM OF MUSHROOM SOUP
~ submitted by Debbie Simurda
(Makes about 10 servings; can be kept in refrigerator for 5 days)
4 slices bacon
1 ½ cups sliced leeks (white part only)
2 tsp minced garlic
1 ½ lbs mushroom (Portobello, shitake, button 8oz each)
1 tsp dried thyme add more fresh thyme 5 minutes before serving
½ tsp rosemary
4 cups beef broth
½ tsp salt and pepper
½ cup light cream, light sour cream or 2% milk ½ non-fat yogurt can be substituted
¼ cup fresh or dried parsley
2 tbsp balsamic vinegar sherry or cooking sherry can be substituted
Garnish cheese (crumbled gorgonzola or blue); croutons or crostini
Cook bacon in large soup pot over medium-high heat until lightly browned but not crisp. Add leeks and garlic. Cook
and stir until leeks begin to soften (5 minutes). Stir in mushrooms cook until tender (5 minutes). Add thyme and
rosemary. Add broth, salt and pepper and bring pot to boil. Reduce heat and cook for 10 to 30 minutes. Add cream
and sherry (or balsamic). Blend soup immediately use stick hand-blender or transfer to a free standing blender.
Serve garnished with croutons or crostini and cheese.

ROSES ARE RED,
VIOLETS ARE BLUE...
Traditionally Valentine's Day is the day when sweethearts exchange cards, candy & flowers to
show their love for one another. Little children look forward to exchanging funny Valentine's
with their classmates and enjoying heart shaped cookies. Celebrate Valentine s Day in Vickery
Place with some of our neighborhood restaurants.
Fish City Grill, 2323 North Henderson
Dan Keils and his team have put together some great Dinners For Two: Cold Water Lobster Tail & Shrimp and ½ doz.
Oysters $49.99; Chilean Sea Bass & ½ doz. Oysters - $49.99; Herb Crusted Scallops with Snow Crab Alfredo $37.99; Grilled Shrimp & Scallops, Sicilian Rotini Pasta, Artichokes & Zucchini - $25.99.
Consilient Family of Restaurants (Cuba Libre, Fireside Pies, Hibiscus, The Porch), 2900 and 2800 blocks of
North Henderson, will offer their standard menu and additional tables for two to accommodate couples celebrating a
romantic evening.

Reservations accepted
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DECEMBER 2008 CRIME STATS:

FROM OUR ENP OFFICERS:

CRIME
BURGLARY
BURGLARY
BURGLARY
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
VANDAL
VANDAL
VANDAL
OTHER ASLT
OTHER ASLT

Welcome Keith Patton!
It is with great pleasure that I introduce Officer Keith
Patton to the residents of Vickery Place. In our never
ending effort to make life as easy for you and your
neighbors as we can, we thought it would be best to
add another officer whose first name was also Keith so
no matter which one of us you see, you can t go
wrong! Seriously, Keith Patton is a 25 year veteran of
the Dallas Police Department whose street skills will be
a benefit to your neighborhood. He excels at linking the
criminals he sees passing through your neighborhood to
houses that might have become unsuspecting victims.
His knowledge of criminal law and department
procedure will insure that as ENP officers, we continue
to provide the best service possible. He is an avid
horsemen and animal lover. His mother and sister
recently moved here from New Orleans which is his
hometown. He is assigned to the Central Patrol
Division and works the day shift. Working with a
neighborhood that is as dedicated to reducing crime as
Vickery Place will be a refreshing experience for him.
As always, if you need anything please contact us.
Thank you for all your efforts in helping us make your
neighborhood better.

DATE
12/08/08
12/14/08
12/16/08
12/01/08
12/03/08
12/06/08
12/06/08
12/08/08
12/08/08
12/09/08
12/09/08
12/09/08
12/10/08
12/10/08
12/12/08
12/03/08
12/07/08
12/30/08
12/02/08
12/02/08

ADDRESS
53XX BELMONT
28XX N HENDERSON
54XX VICKERY
54XX WILLIS
51XX RICHARD
53XX RICHARD
54XX VICKERY
51XX WILLIS
51XX RICHARD
51XX RICHARD
28XX N HENDERSON
54XX MILLER
53XX BONITA
53XX WILLIS
54XX RICHARD
51XX WILLIS
53XX GOODWIN
23XX MADERA
55XX RICHARD
55XX RICHARD

Help protect your home and
neighborhood. Keep your
eyes and ears open at all
times. If you see suspicious
persons or activities, call 911!

Senior Corporal Keith Allen, ENP Officer
keith.allen@dpd.ci.dallas.tx.us, 214-671-3477

If you are new to Dallas, a helpful guide to City services and local
resources can be found at: www.dallascityhall.com/pdf/pio/
GoodNeighborGuide.pdf.
If you are new to the neighborhood and want to find out more about
Vickery Place, go to www.vpna.org. Also join the VPNA email list.
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EXPANDED NEIGHBORHOOD PATROL UPDATE
Whether you supported the ENP program in 2008, or you have
supported it from the beginning, thank you for sustaining the
VPNA ENP program! Since June 2007, VPNA has implemented
the Expanded Neighborhood Patrol (ENP), which hires off-duty
Dallas Police Officers to patrol our neighborhood. It is a successful
crime prevention tool used in many Dallas neighborhoods, such as
Greenland Hills, Cochran Heights, Hollywood /Santa Monica,
Munger Place, Lower Greenville, and Vickery Place! Its purpose
is to raise police presence, reduce crime, improve communication,
and educate residents on how to be safe and look out for one
another.
Our membership levels dictate how many hours we are able to afford for the ENP program. The bulk of the monthly
expense is for the rental of the police cruiser and on-board computer $ 675.00/per mo., an amount which never
changes. We are attempting to work with another neighborhood to possibly split the cost of the cruiser, which will
obviously decrease our expenses significantly. However, in order for us to continue at the current level at which we
have been operating for most of 2008, we must increase our membership dues. Please note the 2009 ENP
membership rates.
The 2009 year began with two liberal contributions over and above the membership fee and VPNA thanks these
donors for their generosity! The following comments accompanied the contributions:
Prevention of criminal acts in our neighborhood is critical for all of us and we feel the ENP is a valuable tool to
help reach that goal. It would be a shame if we had to reduce the number of hours the officer spends in our
neighborhood. Tomorrow I will be mailing you a check for $1,000 for the ENP.
Enclosed are my dues for ENP for 2009. This is a very important program that I would very much like to continue.
To put my money where my mouth is, I m adding an additional $250 to support it. Hopefully some others might
consider doing the same to make up for a potential shortfall.

PROTECT YOUR HOME AND FAMILY
JOIN EXPANDED NEIGHBORHOOD PATROL TODAY!

CRIME WATCH/EXPANDED NEIGHBORHOOD PATROL APPLICATION
Yearly contribution of $250, January 2009 - December 2009
Bi-yearly contribution of $125, January 2009 - June 2009
Name: ______________________________________________Date:___________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________
Home Phone: __________________________Work Phone:___________________________
Email:______________________________________________________________________
(Email is required to receive neighborhood alerts; please print clearly)
Mail form and a check (payable to VPNA) to VPNA, PO Box 720192, Dallas, TX 75372
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GOING DIGITAL
On February 17, 2009 all full-power broadcast
television stations in the United States will stop
broadcasting on analog airwaves and begin broadcasting only in digital. Digital broadcasting will allow
stations to offer improved picture and sound quality
and additional channels. Find out more about
whether or not you will be impacted by the digital
TV (DTV) transition, go to www.dtv.gov.
If you would like to dispose of an older TV, the City of Dallas Sanitation
Services department is opening four television drop off sites since residents are
not allowed to put old TVs in their garbage or bulk trash.
E-cycling locations will collect TVs and computer monitors from now through
March 31 at these four locations:
Northwest (Bachman) Transfer Station: Sun Sat 7:30 am to 5:00 pm
9500 Harry Hines Blvd., (214) 670-6150 or (214) 243-2670 on weekends.
Customer Convenience Recycling Center @ McCommas Bluff Landfill:
Mon Sat 5 am to 8 pm, 5100 Youngblood Road, (214) 670-0977.
Northeast (Fair Oaks) Transfer Station: Sunday, Wednesday or Saturday,
7:30 am to 5 pm, 7677 Fair Oaks Avenue, (214) 670-6126.
Southwest (Oak Cliff) Transfer Station: Sunday, Wednesday or Saturday,
7:30 am to 5 pm, 4610 S. Westmoreland Road, (214) 670-1927.

2009 Board of
Directors
President: Will Short
Vice President: Selena Urquhart
Secretary: Mary Kay Henley
Treasurer: Wally Bettes
Members at Large:
Derek Adleta
Beth Bentley
Kathy Harris
Mark Rieves
Debbie Simurda
Newsletter Co-Editors:
Beth Bentley
Shelia Huffman
The Vickery Place Neighborhood
News is published by the Vickery
Place Neighborhood Association.
For advertising rates and
information,
email Vickery Place at
info@vpna.org.

Thanks Lem.net for hosting the VPNA web-site!
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