APRIL General Meeting

Mary Mary Quite Contrary,
How does your garden grow?
April 10th’s general meeting is devoted to gardening! Sandi Holmes-Schwedler, Senior Buyer at North
Haven Gardens, gardening professional and former
Vickery Place resident, will join us to share tips on
sustaining a flourishing garden this year. Sandi’s
presentation will focus on vegetable gardens and
Texas native plants. She loves all things gardening,
so bring your planting questions and concerns.
Sandi, her husband Michael and their now-grown
son, Dietrich, moved into Vickery Place in 1991 and
lived here for 15 years. During that time, Sandi
served on the VPNA Board and wrote the Yard Of the
Month and gardening articles for the newsletter. An
avid organic vegetable gardener during those years,
she even had a home delivery service of fresh herbs
and spaghetti sauce. After moving away, she worked
at Brumley Gardens, then as the greenhouse manager at the Texas Discovery Gardens.
An opportunity came up to join the team at the
oldest independent garden center on town, North Haven Gardens, where she is now the Senior Buyer,
responsible for the plants. She is also a Texas Master Naturalist, a Texas Certified Nursery Professional and has a side business called Humble Gardens,
where she specializes in garden design with Native
Texas Plants, home vegetable gardening and organically maintaining landscapes and lawns.
At the meeting, we will present the April Yard
of the Month winner with a certificate and a $50

Next VPNA General Meeting
The next VPNA General meeting will be
at 7 pm,Thursday 17th April
at Vickery Towers
5619 Belmont

gift card courtesy of our Yard of the Month sponsor,
North Haven Gardens. Light snacks and beverages
will be provided. Please join us.

WOODROW WILSON IB Program UPdate
Interest is growing in Woodrow Wilson High
School’s ambitious International Baccalaureate
(IB) program. This college preparatory option, initiated in 2011, will graduate its first diploma class of
28 students this spring; and, according to IB coordinator Dr. Kelly Richie, 35 candidates are expected to
graduate in 2015. Since Woodrow is the only Dallas
high school offering the program, students transfer
from other DISD schools to participate in this attractive option. The internationally recognized diploma
is offered in 3000 schools in 141 countries and is
accepted for credit in Texas universities.
A rigorous IB program, stressing an interdisciplinary approach, critical thinking, and a global
view, requires students and faculty who are highly motivated and flexible. The core curriculum of
courses in math, science, languages, social science,
art and creativity, is tailored to interests of the students who look at selected topics in depth. In addition, students examine the theory of learning, do
community service and write a research paper on the
subject of their choice. Faculty attend summer workshops on the IB approach where they share ideas and
experience with other IB faculty from across the nation. The largely essay exams in May require applica-
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tion of skills and knowledge to new situations. These
exams are internally and externally graded before
the diploma is awarded. Students graduate confident in their ability to succeed in college.
This is the first of three articles on the International Baccalaureate Program in the DISD. Following newsletters will examine application of IB at
Long Middle School and Robert E. Lee Elementary.
by Susanne Starling, VPNA Education Chair

manner than state law would otherwise requires.)
A group called Support Our Public Schools
(supportourpublicschools.org) is proposing that
DISD become a “Home-Rule” entity. The process is
as follows:
a. Get 26,000 people to authorize the establishment
of a Home-Rule Commission, which would be charged
with “reimaging the way that DISD operates.” That’s
why they were collecting signatures.
b. Once authorized, the Home-Rule Commission
would be composed of 15 members, selected by DISD,
representative of the racial and geographic make-up
of the citizens in the area served by DISD. The Commission would develop a new set of rules, the Charter, under which DISD would operate.
c. The proposed Charter would next be reviewed by
Texas Secretary of State and the US Dept. of Justice
for compliance with Voting Rights issues.
d. Finally, the proposed Home Rule Charter would
have to be presented for public approval in a general
election. At least 25% of the registered voters would
have to vote in the election for the result to count.
Typically, voter turnout exceeds 25% in the November general elections. If the 25% threshold is not
achieved, it could be resubmitted on a subsequent
general election.
This should be a fascinating, as well as a controversial, process to watch. Think of it as a chance to
participate in a Constitutional Convention.
by Pam Thomas

Things to Know About the “HomeRule” Process with Regard to DISD
Did you see people collecting signatures at the
recent primary elections in March? Perhaps you’ve
heard they are trying to initiate the “home-rule” process for DISD in an effort create a new “constitution”
or charter for DISD operations. Here’s a few things
that may be helpful to know as we watch this process
develop.
Texas State law sets up certain procedures for all
governmental units in Texas to follow; i.e., all school
districts must follow a set of procedures; all cities
must follow another set of procedures, etc.
But State law also allows a way to deviate from
the standardized procedures; it’s called the “HomeRule” process. (The City of Dallas is a “Home-Rule”
entity. The City of Dallas went through this process
many years ago, allowing it to operate in a different
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Protesting DCAD Appraisals
Do you disagree with the value placed on your
home by Dallas County Appraisal District (DCAD)?
If yes, then you may want to know that you can file a
protest to have the appraisal reviewed. Here’s a few
things to know when starting the protest;
• There is a limited time period in which to file
a protest, basically 30 days after the Appraisal
statement is mailed out. At this point it’s impossible to pinpoint the actual date because the
mailing hasn’t yet occurred, but expect it to be
towards the end of May. The cut-off date will be
printed on the appraisal statement.
• Protests can be initiated by letter to DCAD or by
completing an electronic form on the DCAD website. They cannot be initiated by e-mail or fax.
Pictures and other documents/information to be
used by DCAD in re-evaluating their appraisal
need to be supplied at some point, although a filing can be initiated without the supporting documents. If the protest is filed after the deadline,
there are a limited number of options available
to allow the protest to be accepted.
• Some examples of documentation useful to have
include pictures of the residence, as well as pictures of comparable residences and recent sale
prices.

•

After the protest is filed and accepted by DCAD,
the protester is given an opportunity to talk with
the DCAD staff to resolve the differences. This
can be a useful and relatively simple means of
resolving the matter. Should that fail, the taxpayer can take the protest to the Appraisal Review Board.
• The Appraisal Review Board (ARB) is a group of
citizens authorized to settle appraisal disputes.
The protestor can present documentation to the
ARB at a formal hearing.
The appraisal dispute process can be relatively painless, as well as good for the pocketbook! For more
information visit www.dcad.org
by Pam Thomas

APRIL Yard of the Month
Barb and Walt Marcum like carpets.
They recently brought a beautiful handwoven silk home from their river cruise
in China to 5413 Goodwin, April’s Yard of
the Month. The tight weave changes colors
when moved or viewed from different
directions with shades gliding almost to
pastel. Another carpet they like is the one
formed in their front yard by Zoysia grass.
Soon it will turn from its golden brown
of winter to the lush green of summer.
The variety was recommended by their
professional yard service and they have
been very pleased with it. Zoysia requires
less mowing, uses less water, has fewer
weeds and stays green and soft from May
to December in North Texas. Pansies
surround the front yard skirt the two

fountains in the back and stay bright and colorful until
their petunia replacements arrive. Barb would like to
add hydrangeas to the mix but finds their plentiful water
needs too demanding. The simple, but perfect landscape
blends with their Belmont home, one of the last built in
Vickery Place.
The Marcums bought the house in 2008 moving just a
few blocks from their old house on Ridgedale where they
had lived for 17 years. Married for 38 years, they both
are associate pastors at Highland Park United Methodist
Church and relish being so close to their work. Willa a
two year old apricot mini poo shares the house. Their
gracious home allows them plenty of space for hosting
HPUMC social events.
As with all Yard of the Month, winners Barb and
Walt will receive a $50 gift certificate from North Haven
Gardens. Congratulations!
-Beautification Committee: Mary Kay Henley & Debbie
Simurda
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