SEPTEMBER GENERAL
MEETING
Date: Thursday, September 8
Time: 7:00 PM
Place : Vickery Towers at Belmont &
Greenville Avenue
Representatives from the Dallas Police
Dept. and the Code Compliance Dept.
will update our neighborhood on safety,
code and other community concerns.
As always enjoy great snacks and a
chance to win a terrific door prize.

NEIGHBORS GET TO KNOW ONE ANOTHER
National Night Out 2005 was another great success. A night filled
with fun, food, music and prizes.
Everyone enjoyed the Collin Boyd Band, Bonkers the Clown,
fabulous raffle and auction prizes and great food and drink.
The kids had a great time having their faces painted, dunking each
other in the dunk tank and bouncing in Spongebob. They didn’t
quite know what to think when Mikie the bikebot, a tricycle riding,
police uniformed, talking robot showed up. There was an initial
display of apprehension, but they quickly became friends.
Also visiting from the department was a handsome group of
uniformed policeman as well as a mounted policewoman.

Fingerprint ID kits were
distributed for the safety of
our neighborhood children.
National Night Out proved again to be one of the most popular and well worth
attending neighborhood events. It is a
fun way to get to know your neighbors
and the best deterrent to crime in a
neighborhood is looking out for one
another. (cont. on page 2)
Photos by Les Wollam

September 8
Crime and Code
October 13
Dog Show

Bulky Trash/Basura Abultado
Don’t Set Out Trash Before:
Thursday, Sept 8

Pick Up Week:
September 12 - 16
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(con't from page 1)
We sincerely thank Mark Andres from Andres Realty for providing the dunk tank and bounce house, Goody Goody
Liquor Store for bringing us Bonkers the Clown, Ken Lampton for providing the Fingerprint ID kits, council members
Angela Hunt and Pauline Medrano for spending time with us and all of our friends at the Dallas Police Department.
As always, great eats were provided by some of our popular neighborhood restaurants. Dean Elliott announced the
raffle and auction prizes throughout the evening that were donated by our neighborhood retail. We thank everyone
who provided fantastic food and prizes.
Alamo Glass and Mirror
Anderson & Anderson, LLC
Andres Realty, Henderson Commons
Apothocurious (Avacado Tree Spa)
Brinker - Chili’s
Brinker - Corner Bakery
Chuy’s Cox Locks
City of Dallas
Craig and Co.
Cuba Libre
Dickey’s
Dr. Pepper
Emeralds to Coconuts
Goody-Goody
Greenville Bar & Grill

Old Monk
Samba Room
San Francisco Rose Bar & Grill
Starbuck’s Sticks and Stones
Stinson Salon
Terelli’s
The Beagle
The Grape
The Pour House
Urban Flowers
Vickery Park Bar
Vickery Towers
Whimsey Shoppe
Whole Foods

Hairway to Heaven
Hector’s
Henderson Convenience Store
In Good Company
J Pepe’s
John’s Café
Judy Heckler, Mary Kay Products
Ken Lampton, M-streets.com
Knox Street Market
La Mariposa
Lower Greenville Jewelry Workshop
Macklin Cleaners
Microsoft
Needless Necessities
Niru Boutique

And, of course, it could not have been done without our neighbors who planned, arranged, set up, cleaned up,
cooked, face- painted, sold, served, solicited, M C’d and everything else that it takes to have a party of this size.
Thanks to our great neighborhood, Vickery Place.
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NATIONAL NIGHT OUT STREET PARTY!

3

SINCERELY YOURS, ELVIS
It was October 11, 1956 at the Cotton Bowl in Dallas when a
21 year old truck driver from Memphis, Tennessee came on
stage to a screaming audience of over 26 thousand adoring
fans. If you missed him then, the Dallas Historical Society is
bringing back the memories in this year’s exhibit of The
American Music Scene. Along with the tribute to Elvis, the
Hall of State will salute the colorful history of Texas Blue’s
Musicians and feature a photograph display of The Beatles
and Bob Dylan.
You can be a part of this year’s excitement just by
volunteering a few hours of your time. Be a greeter in the
Hall of State for the exhibit. You get free admission to the Fair,
free parking and the opportunity to see the exhibit.
Volunteer Orientation is scheduled for Saturday, September17,
from 11am – 12noon in the Lecture Hall of the Hall of State at
Fair Park. Susan Richards is the volunteer coordinator and the
number for her office is 214-421-4500 x 101.
~ Shelia Huffman

"HOWDY! WELCOME TO THE STATE FAIR OF TEXAS"
This year’s fair theme is “Let Yourself Go” and Big Tex plans to
welcome you from September 30th until October 23rd with Texas
size entertainment and exhibits.
Pig Races, anyone? Back by popular demand, The Running of the
Pigs will be offered three times each afternoon in the Pan American Arena. The TXU Experience of music-lasers-fireworks-andvideo returns with an all-new show.
In the Texas Garden Railway, large-gauge model trains rumble
through tunnels, over trestles and past Texas landmarks made from
plants and other natural materials.
Elvis is in the building in the historical Hall of State. Over 250
personal items belonging to the King will be on display. Also in this
year’s exhibit is a photographic journey of John, Paul, George and
Ringo. Bob Dylan, too, will be featured in this musical history.
There will be live presentations of music from Deep Ellum’s
legendary Blind Lemon Jefferson.
This year’s State Fair Musical is Wicked, the story of how two
unlikely friends end up as the Wicked Witch of the West and Glinda
the Good Witch. Daily (except Mondays), Oct. 5-23 in the Music Hall at Fair Park.
Horse shows, dog shows, puppet shows, we’ve only touched on but a few of the events that will be offered at this
year’s Great State Fair of Texas.
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TEXAS STATE FAIR CHILI
BEST OF SHOW - Prize Winning Recipe from the State Fair of Texas, 1976
3 lb Chili meat
3/4 c Flour
2 tb Salt
2 tb Black pepper
2 md Onions; chopped

2 tb Garlic; chopped
4 tb Paprika
2 tb Powdered cumin
4 tb Chili powder
2 cn Tomato sauce: (small)

Combine meat, flour, salt and pepper together until all flour is worked into meat.
Heat 2 T. oil in heavy pan. Add meat mixture and saute slowly, stirring so meat will
cook thoroughly but will not get too brown. Add onions and garlic. Let cook together until onion and garlic are soft.
Add 2 quarts hot water and simmer for 1 hour. Add last 5 ingredients and simmer for about an hour, stirring
often. Add additional seasoning to taste. When reheating, do not add water, warm slowly over low heat.
Yield: 12 Servings

OCTOBER DOG SHOW AND HOT DOG SUPPER
Can you sing, can you dance, tell a joke, do a trick?
Can you sit, can you stay, or mostly bark and lick?
Whatever you do, be on hand for the third annual VPNA Dog Show.
All of you Vickery Place pooches are invited to come and enjoy a fun
filled evening of treats, prizes and old- fashioned canine camaraderie.
Oh! And you humans come, too. We promise a hilarious time watching
the dogs put on the dog. Some will be showy in costume, some will show
off with a trick or two and some will just show up. We will also enjoy a
chili dog supper with all of the trimmings.
Vickery Towers Courtyard off Greenville, 6:30PM, Thursday, October
13th.
Note the half hour earlier time to take advantage of daylight.
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GIVE GRAFFITI THE BRUSH!
Not only is graffiti an eyesore, but it lowers
property values, encourages more graffiti, and
attracts criminal activity … because if you tolerate
graffiti, maybe you won’t notice that your plants
have been stolen from your front porch. Please
join us to stop the proliferation of graffiti in the
neighborhoods. Learn more at
A Graffiti Abatement Meeting
Monday, Sept 12th, 6:30 PM
Grace United Methodist Church
4105 Junius St at Haskell
with contributions from Gary Middleton of Code,
Chief Harvey of DPD, and City
Councilmembers. For more information, contact
segraham@p450bm3.net

CRIME WATCH

2005 Board of
Directors
President: Eric LeBlanc
Vice President: Bruce Thomas
Secretary: Sandi Holmes
Treasurer: Sara Gustashaw
Members at Large:
Shelia Huffman
Lindsey Lecuyer
Christine Haddock
Cynthia Wielgosz
Kurt Schwarz
Newsletter Co-Editors:
Beth Bentley
Shelia Huffman
The Vickery Place Neighborhood
News is published by the Vickery
Place Neighborhood Association.
For advertising rates and
information,
email Vickery Place at
info@vpna.org.

Neighbors on Vickery Boulevard reported their car being robbed of CD’s and
console change the weekend of August 20th. On the same night, another
neighbor in the block lost a rocking chair from his porch. It was also noted
that there is a considerable amount of
construction going on near the victimized
homes. A few days later, neighbors on
Goodwin Avenue returned home to find
their porch ferns missing. It was again
noted that there is a great deal of
construction on that block, too.
Please remember to lock your house, car,
garage and storage unit. Keep tools and
equipment out of sight. A recent ICP
officer reminded us that a thief will break
a car window for pocket change. Keep
that hidden, too.
Make sure that your house is well lit at night with porch lights and
landscape lighting and take precautions that your home does not look vacant
during the day by making sure newspapers, mail, door hangers, etc. are
picked up promptly.
Always report any suspicious activity to 911. The best way to prevent
crime in a neighborhood is neighbors watching out for each other. Know your
neighbor’s schedule and tell them yours. Many a crime has been deterred or
a criminal caught by a “nosy neighbor” calling the police.
See you at the
September meeting
when our program
will be devoted to
Crime and Code.
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VICKERY PLACE CONSERVATION FIRST TOWN HALL MEETING
Monday, September 12, 7 pm, Vickery Towers
(corner of Greenville & Belmont Ave.)

We all enjoy the “neighborhood feel” of our area; the canopy of trees lining the streets, quaint homes, green space,
sidewalks for kids to ride their bikes or neighbors to walk their dog, boutique shops and restaurants within walking
distance, and even the neighborhood bar where everyone knows your name. Over the last few years Vickery Place
has witnessed a dramatic increase in new build construction, which
has triggered a transformation of our neighborhood, changing the
distinctive atmosphere and stylistic stamp of Vickery Place.
What can we do to influence the look of future development
within Vickery Place? We can have Vickery Place declared a
“Conservation District” by the City of Dallas.
What is a conservation district? A conservation district is a change
in zoning that preserves an area’s distinctive atmosphere or character
through architectural guidelines, development standards, and special
zoning provisions including land uses and setbacks. WE DECIDE
WHAT WE WANT TO CONSERVE. The ordinance can be as rigorous as preserving specific elements such as
wood framed windows, or it can simply define the setbacks and height for new construction.
What are the benefits of becoming a conservation district? The primary benefit is preserving the beauty and
history of the neighborhood, and to ensure future development will blend with the character of original homes.
How will this affect current homeowners? The conservation
district requirements would only kick in if you make changes to
the parts of your property that are visible from the street.
What steps have been taken so far to become a conservation
district? The Conservation District application for Vickery Place
was submitted to the Dallas Department of Planning &
Development, in the spring of 2004, with 75% signatures in favor
of the City conducting a conservation feasibility study of the
proposed area.
What happens next? The City of Dallas will conduct a
feasibility study of our neighborhood to determine eligibility,
reviewing existing architectural styles, streetscapes, and the cultural/historical significance.
City Planning Department staff will conduct a series of Town Hall meetings and work with us to draft an ordinance.
We will collectively meet with them and discuss what we want to
conserve. The whole neighborhood will vote. The Plan Commission
and City Council then have to approve the ordinance, which would
change the zoning and make Vickery Place a conservation district.
Come to the September 12th meeting to learn more and be a part of
the process. Together we can decide the look of future development
in Vickery Place. Look for flyers and the VPNA newsletter for
dates of future meetings, or check out our website www.vpna.org
for more information. If you’re interested in helping out or have
questions, please give me a call, 214 821-0831. Join us in protecting
our neighborhood and conserving a part of Dallas’ history.
~ Beth Bentley
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