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THANKS TO 2007 BOARD
Thank you to the 2007 VPNA Board of Directors, Beth Bentley, Vice
President; Will Short, Treasurer; Mary Kay Henley, Secretary and Carrie
Camin, Christine Haddock, Mark Rieves, Selena Urquhart and Nita Wiggins;
Members at Large. You made being President this past year an enjoyable and
rewarding experience. We achieved some notable goals and we had some
impressive meetings. Thanks also to Roger Andres for support of the VPNA
monthly general meetings and to Vickery Towers for providing a great facility.
~ Shelia Huffman, 2007 VPNA President
JANUARY 2008
Mark your calendar now:
for the VPNA January 10,
2008 General Meeting.
Representatives from the
City of Dallas Long Range
Planning Department will
come speak to us about
Forward Dallas, part of
the Comprehensive Plan
adopted by the Dallas City
Council on June 14, 2006,
and the vision for our area.
This will be your opportunity
to gain a better
understanding of how
current and future changes
in our area fit in the overall
plan for a better City and to
provide vital feedback to
City representatives.

Newly elected VPNA President Beth Bentley &
newly appointed James Bonham Elementary
Principal Sandra Fernandez visit at VPNA Pot
Luck Supper. (See stories on page 2 & 3)

Also on hand will be County Commissioner
for District 1 Maurine Dickey, who would
like to meet the residents of Vickery Place.
Maurine is married to Rolland Dickey of
Dickey s BBQ and will provide chopped
beef sandwiches and chips for our meeting.

**THERE WILL BE NO
GENERAL MEETING
IN DECEMBER!**

Recycling Pick-up
Thursday, Dec 13
and Dec 27

Bulky Trash/Basura Abultado
Don t Set Out Trash Before:
Thursday, December 6

Pick Up Week:
December 10 - 14

NOVEMBER POT LUCK SUPPER
The November General meeting was a fun way to end the 2007 VPNA calendar and get ready for 2008.
Prior to elections of the 2008 VPNA Board everyone enjoyed the Old Fashioned Pot Luck buffet offering a variety of
delicious food prepared by residents of Vickery Place. There was also a wine station and a very tempting dessert
smorgasbord. Michele Eden's Lucious Lemon Squares were a requested recipe and it is printed in this issue of the
newsletter.
Adults and kids alike were entertained throughout the evening by pianist, John Rainone, and gathered around the piano
to sing along and keep time with the music.
New Principal, Sandra
Fernandez, of James B.
Bonham Elementary School
joined VPNA for dinner and an
opportunity to get to know some
Vickery Place residents in a
casual setting.
President Shelia Huffman
provided a colorful display of the
2007 year in pictures.
President Elect Beth Bently
presented Huffman with a book
on one of Huffman's favorite
subjects, Arts and Craft
Bungalows.
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BONHAM WELCOMES NEW PRINCIPAL
James B. Bonham Elementary School welcomes new Principal Sandra Fernandez. Before her current appointment at
Bonham she spent 4 years as Assistant Principal at Cesar Chavez Learning Center. Prior to Chavez, Ms. Fernandez
taught school at Peeler Elementary in Oak Cliff for seven years. She holds a Bachelor Degree from SMU and a
Masters from A & M Commerce.
Former Bonham Principal Pedro Pete Galaviz has taken the position of Principal at Seagoville High School in
Seagoville, Texas.
James Bonham received Exemplary Accountability rating for 2003-2004 and 2004-2005 school years. The school is
recognized by the Texas Education Agency for Distinguished Performance for the 20042005 school year and it made the Just for the Kids 2005 Honor Roll awarded by the
Texas Business and Education Coalition.
The schoolhouse, located at 2716 North Henderson Avenue, was built in 1923 and
opened as the Vickery Place School. It was renamed James B. Bonham in 1939 after
James Butler Bonham the19th century American soldier who died at the Battle of the
Alamo during the Texas Revolution.
Bonham has instructed neighborhood children for three quarters of a century. As former
Vickery Place resident Danny Linn recalled in an article titled HAPPY DAYS IN
VICKERY PLACE, In 1953 I was delivered to my first grade teacher, Miss West, at a
place called James B. Bonham Grade School. It was a colossal structure in my mind
and the grounds behind the school seemed to lead almost to the horizon. The playground
equipment paralleled an old fence row of Bois d Arc trees and they seemed so far away from the school building I
thought only the older kids got to go way out there. The Activity Building which housed Boy Scout Troop 45 seemed
even farther away. Years later I learned things in that Activity Building that probably saved my life in a far away
country called the Republic of Vietnam.
James Bonham continues to school many Vickery Place students in elementary education today. ~Shelia Huffman
LEMON SQUARES ~ Michelle Edens
Michelle Edens brought luscious lemon squares to the Pot Luck Supper. Michelle says the recipe is from the St.
Thomas Lutheran Church Cookbook in Chapin, South Carolina where she grew up.
Preheat oven to 350°
For crust:
1 C. Butter, melted
2 C. Plain Flour
1 C. (scant) Confectioner s
(powdered) Sugar

For filling:
4 eggs
6 T. Lemon Juice
2 C. Granulated Sugar
1 t. Baking Powder
4 T. Plain Flour
Zest of 2 Lemons

Sift the 2 cups of flour and 2 cups of confectioner s sugar into the melted butter. Pat into a 9 x 13 inch butter/greased
pan and bake at 350° for 20 minutes. While crust is baking, combine the eggs, lemon juice and zest, and then sift in
the dry ingredients. Pour over the baked crust and bake for 30 to 35 minutes more. Let cool completely then sprinkle
with more confectioner s sugar. Cut into squares or bars.

Remember to use your Kroger Card when shopping for your Holiday baking!
VPNA receives 1% of every dollar you spend when you use your Kroger Card. If you need a card, email
info@vpna.org.
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GOING TO MISS YOU GOOD NEIGHBORS!
Matt and Jennifer Bryarly moved to their charming bungalow on Vickery Boulevard
in October 2000. In 2002 Jennifer took over as editor of the Vickery Place
Newsletter, a fitting position for her as she held a degree in Journalism from the
University of Texas where she and Matt met. In addition to editing the newsletter
for three years she served on the VPNA board as a member at large in 2003 and
2004. Jennifer was active in the Vickery Place Conservation movement, the
organization of programs for VPNA general meetings, and both Matt and Jennifer
were always on board for special neighborhood events. The arrival of their English
Bull Dog, Shackelford, prompted Jennifer to organize
the first Vickery Place Dog Show in the fall of 2003.
The second addition to the Bryarly family came in
September of 2005 with the birth of their son, Henry.
In 2006, Jennifer organized and coordinated the Vickery
Place Mom s Club, a weekly stroller walk through the neighborhood for new moms and
their babies. The Bryarlys are once again adding to their family, Jake Matthew is due at
the end of February 2008, so the Bryarly s are moving to a larger home in Preston
Hollow. Such an asset to Vickery Place as the Bryarly family will be greatly missed.
OH WHERE OH WHERE HAS MY LITTLE DOG GONE,
OH WHERE OH WHERE CAN HE BE?
You may remember receiving recent email blasts regarding two lost dogs, one a daschund, the other a black lab.
Both dogs were re-united with their owner. Our email network is working! If you have not signed up to be on the
email list you may want to so that you can be immediately informed about what is
happening in Vickery Place. Emails are sent out about criminal activity in the
neighborhood, missing and found dogs as well as reminders about meetings, voting,
and other community activities. Take advantage of this great tool for keeping in
touch and informed. To sign up visit www.vpna.org and follow the prompts.
ATTENTION SENIOR CITIZENS AND DISABLED HOMEOWNERS
You don t have to give up your house just because the property taxes are too high! If you are a homeowner who
qualifies for the Over-65 or the Disabled Persons tax exemption, you may also postpone paying any property taxes on
your home as long as you own and live in it. This deferral only postpones your taxes and does not cancel them. When
your property is sold or inherited, the taxes and 8% annual interest are then due. To postpone your taxes, you must file
the proper deferral forms with the Dallas County Appraisal District (DCAD). For more information and to request the
deferral (not exemption) forms, call the DCAD Customer Service office at (214) 631-0910.

TRICK O' TREATING IN
VICKERY PLACE 2007!
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HOLIDAY EVENTS AROUND THE COMMUNITY
FAIR PARK IN LIGHTS
Sunday December 2, 4-8pm
Join in the new holiday tradition of lighting 33 Christmas Trees along the Esplanade fountain in Fair Park. Kids can
enjoy crafts, holiday music, pictures with Santa, tubing a snow hill, hot chocolate & cookies, reindeer and much, much
more. Guests are asked to bring a non-perishable food item for the North Texas Food Bank.
SIGHTS AND SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS
Friday, December 7
Local schools will present the Sights and Sounds of Christmas" at Northpark Mall on Friday, December 7. Lakewood
Elementary Choir will perform at 12 noon in the area by the fountain in front of Dillard s Department Store.
HOLIDAY AT THE DALLAS ARBORETUM
November 23 - December 30
A fantasy world filled with marionettes, ornaments and figurative art awaits guests at The Dallas Arboretum this
holiday season. Arboretum benefactors John and Kim Semyan have lent a large part of their 10,000-piece holiday
collection to decorate the historic DeGolyer Estate. Continuous daily tours throughout the home beginning at 10am and
the last tour starts at 4pm.
Holiday Tea is served daily at the DeGolyer Tea Room, 11am and 2pm. Advance reservations required, 214-515-6512,
calls answered M-F. To make this holiday treat a little sweeter, tea guests will receive a 15% discount coupon for the
gift shop to use the same day of their tea! Holiday Tea - $32.95 per person, Champaign Tea - $41.25 per person,
Private Group Teas - $35.95 per person (prices include gratuity). Visit www.dallasarboretum.org for more information
on all of their holiday events.
THE NUTCRACKER
November 24 - December 23
The Dallas Children s Theater presents The Nutcracker , critically acclaimed as one of the finest holiday productions
in the metroplex with sold out performances every year! This nationally celebrated troupe creates a modern
masterpiece with their sparkling puppet interpretation of the beloved classic. Two unique styles of puppetry combine
with amazing pyrotechnics and incredible spectacle to invent a dazzling, new world for Clara and the Nutcracker
Prince. For performance times and to purchase tickets, go to www.dct.org.
A CHRISTMAS CAROL
November 23 - December 23
For the 26th consecutive Holiday Season, the Pocket Sandwich Theater (Mockingbird & McMillan) presents its
musical adaptation of Dickens classic story, A Christmas Carol. This heart-warming Christmas musical is a tale of
love and redemption which everyone should see at least once a year. Box Office: (214) 821-1860, 2:00 - 6:00pm daily,
www.dallas.net/~pst/.
CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
St. Andrew s Presbyterian Church invites Vickery Place
neighbors to its annual candlelight Christmas Eve Service.
The service begins at 5:30 p.m. Monday December 24 in the
sanctuary. Child care is provided. St. Andrew s is located at
3204 Skillman at Monticello. For information call 214 8219989 or check www.standrews.presbychurch.com.

MERRY CHRISTMAS &
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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VICKERY PLACE SNAPSHOT...1982
On January 28, 1982, nearly 100 Vickery Place neighbors gathered together in the basement of the
Greenville Avenue Christian Church for a meeting with representatives of the Dallas Department of Housing
and Neighborhood Services to consider the future of the neighborhood. This article is the tenth in a series of
snapshots of the information presented by the City at that meeting and information later published in the
planning guide for our neighborhood.
In 1982, our neighborhood was referred to as the North Henderson Reinvestment Area. The area had received
Community Development Block Grant funding in the past and was an Urban Reinvestment Area sponsored by
Guardian Savings and Loan and Murray Savings and Loan. That designation meant that those lending institutions
would take a lead role in concentrated efforts to support revitalization of the neighborhood. The main thrust of the
reinvestment strategy was to undertake housing activities and pubic facility improvements that would serve as
catalysts to new private investment and reinforce previous efforts. Twelve savings and loan associations established
the Home Loan Counseling Center on Jefferson Blvd. for the purpose of counseling potential loan applicants on the
terms of different types of loans and their requirements.
Housing financial assistance and recommendations from the City included the Low-interest Loan Program and the
Grant Program for low-income homeowners, loan leveraging and alternative housing opportunities. The grant program
provided assistance for the elderly and the handicapped, but the city recommended expanding the program to include
other low-income homeowners. In addition to loans and grants, the City provided expertise and financial counseling to
low-income owner-occupants. Loan leveraging was a pilot program in Oak Cliff that was expanded to include our
neighborhood. The program subsidized the interest on home improvement loans to 4 points below the market interest
rate for homeowners who did not qualify for the low-income programs. The low income of many neighborhood
homeowners and the high number of elderly residents indicated to the City that these programs needed to be
maintained for our neighborhood. The City also suggested other innovative approaches to encourage rehabilitation or
development, including development corporations and cooperative programs for home ownership for low-income
tenants.
Next time: What did the neighborhood want that was not included on the survey?

Reservations accepted

6

NOW IS THE TIME TO RENEW OR BECOME A MEMBER OF THE VPNA CRIMEWATCH
Thank you for supporting the VPNA ENP program! Since June
2007, VPNA has implemented the Expanded Neighborhood Patrol
(ENP) which hires off-duty Dallas Police Officers to patrol our
neighborhood. It is a successful crime prevention tool in many
Dallas neighborhoods, such as Greenland Hills, Cochran Heights,
Hollywood /Santa Monica, Munger Place, Forest Hills, and now
Vickery Place! Its purpose is to raise police presence, reduce
crime, improve communication, and educate residents on how to be
safe and look out for one another.
Benefits of joining Crime Watch/ENP:
·
·
·
·
·

Police response within minutes to your 911 calls when an ENP officer is on duty.
ENP officers will become experts on our neighborhood, able to recognize suspicious activity.
With data terminal in police car, officers are able to check instantly for stolen vehicles or outstanding
warrants.
Patrols can check on your home when you are on vacation.
Receive Crime Alert emails through our ENP network.
_____ Once a year contribution of $200, Jan 2008

Dec 2008

_____ Twice a year contribution of $100, Jan 2008

June 2008

Anyone who lives in Vickery Place neighborhood may participate, whether you rent or own. The more neighbors that
join, the more patrol hours we can have each week. Simply fill out this Crime Watch Dues Form mail it back along
with a check (payable to VPNA) or bring to the next General Meeting.

Vickery Place Crime Watch/ENP Dues Form
Name: ______________________________________________Date:___________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________
Home Phone: __________________________Work Phone:___________________________
Email:______________________________________________________________________
(Email is required to receive neighborhood alerts; please print clearly)
Mail this form and a check (payable to VPNA) to
Vickery Place Neighborhood Association, PO Box 720192, Dallas, TX 75372

If I If I could write a magic song
That everyone could sing,
d write of love
And hope and joy
And things that peace could bring.
And when we sang my magic song,
All hate and war would cease

One song for all of us
One song could bring us peace
One song could make a miracle
For all of us a song of peace.

May the spirit of
Christmas be with you.
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TIPS FOR A CRIME FREE HOLIDAY!
- Lock your doors & windows and set the alarm
when you leave your house.
- Make sure your house is well lit use timer lights
or motion detectors around your property.
- Do not let Christmas presents be in view from the
outside.
- When you un-wrap that new laptop or cool plasma
TV, do not place the boxes on the curb for trash pick
up this is an advertisement to thieves of what is in
your home.
- If you travel, ask a neighbor or friend to watch
your home, park their car in your driveway from time
to time and pick up your mail, newspapers and
packages while you are away.
- Lock up your car, park in your garage or driveway.
- DO NOT leave valuables in plain view inside your
vehicle; stow all items in the trunk.
- Shop before dark. Park in well lit areas.
- Don t overburden yourself with packages when you leave a store.
- Have your keys ready when returning to your vehicle. Pay attention to all
around you as you place items in the trunk.
Don t forget, the most important part of crime prevention is to know your
neighbor and to look out for one another. Stay safe and have a happy holiday!
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