MAY GENERAL
MEETING
Date: Thursday, May 13
Time: 7:00 pm
Place : Vickery Towers
Main Dining Room
(Corner of Greenville & Belmont)
PEEP IN THE GARDEN

PEEP IN THE GARDEN
When Vickery Place neighborhood was developed in 1911 cotton fields
and farms were all around. It was not unusual for residents to have
chickens in their yards—well, that trend has come full circle. As seen by
the tremendous turnout for the East Dallas “Peep the Coop Tour” on April
18, the hen raising craze has made a comeback and a great way to ‘live
local’.
For our May 13th general meeting, North Haven Gardens’ representative
Christine Hensley will present a fun program on ‘starting your own
backyard chicken flock’. Urban coops can provide an inexpensive food
source as well as teach kids that eggs aren’t raised at the grocery store!
Christine is also NHG’s Nursery Coordinator and Horticulturist. She can
answer your questions regarding what to plant when, fertilization
schedules, era flowers and more. Don’t forget to ask about North
Haven's Gardening Coach program, where the cost of your in-store
consultation session is $50—at the end of your in-store consultation you’ll
receive an NHG gift card for $50, which you can apply to any plant
purchase that day or in the future! Planting handouts will be provided
along with in-store coupons.

Fish City Grill on Henderson will be serving fish tacos and sliders. As many of you know, their fish tacos are some of
the highest rated in Dallas! This is one meeting you do not want to miss—see you there!
SEND US YOUR PHOTOS
GRADUATION
Please send info@vpna.org a photo of your child who is graduating
from 8th grade, high school or college in 2010, along with information
about their school and future plans. Photo at right courtesy of Nan
Works, decendent of G.W. Works, Hockaday School graduate
circa 1921.
MOTHER'S DAY
Submit a photo of your family celebrating Mother's Day 2010, along
with brief information on how you spent the day. Photo at left
coutesy of Danny Linn, Linn family on
Bulky Trash/Basura Abultado Miller Ave. in Vickery Place, circa 1950.

1-DAY Weekly Trash
& Recycling Pick-up

Don’t Set Out Trash Before:
Thursday, May 6

Pick Up Week:
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APRIL MEETING RECAP – TREE CARE
Our neighborhood’s wonderful trees were the topic of discussion at the
April 8 VPNA general meeting. City Forester, Karen Woodard gave an
engaging and insightful presentation on what trees are recommended for
our neighborhood, good website resources, and tips on dealing with utility
company “pruning”.
The main point stressed by Ms. Woodard was “The right tree in the right
place!” Look up, look down! Examine the entire context of where the tree
will be planted in order to choose the right tree for the space. Be sure to
keep in mind how large the tree will be at maturity, the growth habit of the
tree (Live Oaks spread out!), where underground utilities and over head
service wires run, and how much space the root system will have to grow and support the tree. Remember: mature
tree height should be at least 9 feet away from power lines to avoid service pruning.
A few of the recommended trees for our neighborhood would be: Lacebark Elm, Bosque Elm, Chinkipin Oak,
Chinese Pistache, Caddo Maple and the ‘Little Gem’ Magnolia.
Ms. Woodard also recommended some excellent online resources for tree research:
http://texastreeplanting.tamu.edu/
http://texastreeid.tamu.edu/
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/ornamentals/natives/indexcommon.htm#C
Thank you Karen for a very informative meeting! Contact City Forester Karen Woodward at (214) 670-1509,
karen.woodward@dallascityhall.com if you need more information or have a specific question regarding tree
selection, pruning or care.
No one went home hungry that evening with delicious smoked turkey
sandwiches (with all the trimmings!) and a side of potato salad
compliments of neighborhood eatery Dickey’s Barbecue Pit on
Central. Since 1941 Vickery Place residents have enjoyed your
BBQ—thanks!
Thanks to Vickery Towers for hosting our monthly meetings and
thanks to the Dallas Police Department Central Patrol for attending
each month, reporting on area activity and giving neighbors crime
prevention tips.
If you have a suggestion for a topic of interest for a future meeting, please email info@vpna. We hope to see you at
the May 13 meeting!
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www.vpna.org

Also visit us on
Facebook

NEW POLICE CHIEF
On Wednesday, April 30, 2010, City Manager Mary Suhm announced the chosen
replacement for retiring Dallas Police Department Chief David Kunkle. Hometown
cop David O. Brown, age 49, will take over the 3,662-member Dallas Police
Department on May 5. He is the city’s 28th chief and the second African-American to
have the job full time. His five years as Kunkle’s top assistant and his familiarity with
the community and City Hall makes his appointment a solid choice. He plans to
continue in Kunkle’s strides, keeping crime rate down and community partnering.

VICKERY PLACE CELEBRATES EASTER
Some Vickery Place residents attended Easter services, some went out for a
special brunch, others set festive tables with pretty spring flowers and dined at
home with family and friends. And of course, those with little children had egg
hunts. Debbie and Andy Simurda had brunch with long time friends at
Greenville Avenue’s Grape. Candy Hearne with the help of the Barefoot
Contessa served her family a traditional lamb dinner and Shelia Huffman set
tables for 13 guests and prepared a ham, spring vegetables and deviled eggs.
Will and Anna Short’s daughter Skylar wonders just how many eggs that bunny left while brother Wolf, too young to
hunt, watches with big ears. Mary Kay Henley’s Blaine spots a neat egg in his basket. However you celebrated
Easter, VPNA wishes you a happy springtime.
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ANNUAL SWISS AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT HOME TOUR
Once again Swiss Avenue Historic District celebrates Mother’s Day week-end with their
famous home tour May 8th & 9th. A festive event offering the opportunity to tour five Swiss
Avenue mansions and one garden. Relax in Savage Park and listen to fabulous period-style
music performed by members of the SMU School of Music, enjoy great food and beverages
provided by Penne Pomodoro and other local eateries, browse the displays of local artisans
who will be showcasing their wares on the median in front of the park. Travel between the
homes on air-conditioned, vintage-style trolleys or amble down the avenue in horse-drawn
carriages. You may even elect to treat Mom to a Mother’s Day Champagne Brunch on
Sunday.
Among the houses to be featured on this year's tour are the former home of W.W. Caruth, also owned by Mary Ellen
Bendtsen; the former home of J. Woodall Rogers, an early Dallas Mayor and namesake of Woodall Rogers Expressway; and the Kirk Hall House, for whom Hall Street is named.
Tour times are Saturday 10 am-6 pm and Sunday Noon-6 pm. Mother's Day Brunch Sunday 11 am-2 pm. Tour
tickets are $20 the weekend of the event and can be purchased at any area Whole Foods Market or at Talulah Belle
in Lakewood or you may purchase tickets on-line by visiting the Swiss Avenue Historic District website at
www.sahd.org. Brunch tickets are $20 per person and can be reserved by calling 214-701-3396.

Happy Mother's Day!
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STORK VISITS DISTRICT 14
Audrey Belle was born Monday afternoon, April 19 to proud parents
Angela Hunt and Paul Sims. She weighed in at 7 pounds, 10 ounces
and was 20 inches long. Congratulations!
Councilwoman Angela Hunt is the youngest woman ever elected to the
Dallas City Council (she was only 33) and now she’s the first to have a
baby while in office. Angela plans to spend five weeks away from the
office, but has already begun working from home. “I take my job
seriously” Hunt said, “And I feel like I can help make this a better
place for my daughter.” “It’s so important that we have diversity on
our City Council,” she said. “We have a young city, and I think it’s
critical that we have different perspectives. I will bring a different perspective as a mom.”

MOTHER’S DAY QUICHE
Use this master recipe to create your very own quiche. Start with the basic master custard recipe, provided by Giada
de Laurentiis of the Food Network, select your additions to create your own special quiche. To make it even more
special name it after Mom. Quiche Lorraine, anyone?
1. Make it crustless or use a purchased, prepared pie shell.
2. Prepare the Custard (base for the quiche)
2 cups half-and-half
2 large eggs
2 large egg yolks
1/2 teaspoon kosher salt
Freshly ground black pepper
Freshly grated nutmeg
Pinch cayenne or paprika
3. Select filling ingredients from the following guide using your own selections to make your quiche your own.
Vegetables: 1 to 2 cups prepared vegetables, such as braised leeks, broccoli, sautéed onions, mushrooms,
spinach, peppers, tomatoes, zucchini
Herbs: 1 to 4 tablespoons minced herbs, such as parsley, chives, tarragon, basil, dill, rosemary, marjoram.
Meat: 3/4 cup chopped crisp bacon, diced ham or salami, or cooked sausage
Cheese: 4 ounces, or about 1 cup grated or crumbled cheese, such as Cheddar, Goat Cheese, Gruyere, Jack,
Fontina, Provolone, Mozzarella, or a combination of two.
1 tablespoon all-purpose flour, optional, this is good to use with vegetables that release liquid during cooking,
such as zucchini and spinach
Directions:
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. For the pan: Spray pan with non stick coating or use the store bought pie shell. Whisk
the half-and-half, eggs and yolks in large glass measuring cup. Season with salt, pepper, and nutmeg, cayenne or
paprika to taste.
Spread half the desired fillings evenly in the pan, top with about half the cheese; repeat with remaining filling and
cheese. Pour the custard over the fillings. Top with more herbs or cheese as desired.
Bake until the quiche is just set in the center, about 40 to 50 minutes. Cool completely on a rack before serving.
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LAKEWOODSTOCK
FESTIVAL…GROOVEY
Stroll, stride, push or pedal
to the Lakewood Village
Shopping Center on May
16, 2010 and enjoy live
music on several stages
(Sara Hickman, the Cartwrights and Colin Boyd
just to name a few) from 12 noon – 8 pm.
Neighbors are invited to shop, eat and drink locally
and learn about greener living choices. There will
be kid’s activities and many fun surprises.
Admission is FREE!
The LakewoodStock Festival is geared towards
promoting local merchants as well as celebrating
the amazing artists, craftsmen, and performers
living in East Dallas. www.lakewoodstock.com.
PEEP AT THE COOPS
Eleven coops for city chickens were featured on a FREE, self-guided tour
that took place Sunday April 18, in East Dallas. The coops on tour
highlighted different approaches to keeping and enjoying chickens in city
backyards, both a hobby and an addition to a green lifestyle for some.
The touring visitors had the opportunity to see many different breeds of
chickens and learn about their unique characteristics.
Although the tour was free, raffle tickets and “A Peep At The Coops” t-shirts were available for purchase. Profits
from those sales will be used to establish chicken coops in community gardens and area schools. This year’s recipients
are Our Saviour Community Garden and the garden at Stonewall Jackson Elementary which includes the Dallas
Regional Day School for the Deaf.
ROCK & ROLL AND TEXAS HISTORY
The Dallas Historical Society cordially invites you to “A Conversation with Phil
Collins”internationally-acclaimed British Rock legend to discuss his life, family, career and
unparalleled collection of Alamo memorabilia with Lindalyn Adams and Angus Wynne.
Monday May 10, 6:30 p.m., The Hall of State at Fair Park
Program Only: Members: $35, Non-Members: $50
VIP Program seating and reception with Phil Collins: $150
www.dallashistory.org – Click on ‘Latest News’
One of today’s most popular vocalists, songwriters and performers, Phil Collins has been
hailed as one of the best drummers in the world. Winner of seven Grammy Awards, his solo
albums have sold more than 70 million copies. His interest in the Alamo began as a boyhood
passion when he saw actor Fess Parker portray Davy Crockett. Collins is believed to own the largest private
collection of Alamo artifacts in the world. Basically in semi-retirement so he can be with his young children at their
home in Switzerland, Collins spends much of his time in Alamo-related projects. He is also currently co-authoring a
book on the Alamo and the Texas Revolution with Gary Zaboly, to be published in 2011.
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THIS OLD HOUSE – 5415 VICKERY BOULEVARD
Mrs. Wesley Wright, in making the decisions about the building of the house at 5451 Vickery in 1922, did not want to
follow all of the prevailing styles of the day. She and the bank officer negotiated, and she was granted some of her
requests. For example, most of the bungalows in Vickery Place that featured a bay window sited it in the dining room.
Mrs. Wright sited hers in the main bedroom that shared a common wall with the dining room in the center of the house.
The bedroom was much larger than the dining room. In fact the dining room was so small that 6 people could not sit
around the table in 2009.
The bedroom and hall needed a complete redo. (The dining room redo will be part
of the next project.) At some time in the past, the trim had been removed,
acoustical tile had been added to the ceilings, the floors had been neglected and a
long-ago leaking roof had stained the ceiling brown and caused the ceiling tiles and
cheesecloth to gradually fall off. The project concept was to move the common
wall further into the bedroom, making the dining room big enough for dining, and to
make the bedroom and hall charming. Although I had a very detailed concept of the
goals of the project, I looked to Chris Black at CB Construction and his subcontractors for advice and recommendations. They were very accommodating in
bringing my vision to reality and their excellent suggestions resulted in a better project outcome.
To accomplish the hall/bedroom project objectives, the wall was moved, the
ceiling of the hall was raised to its original height, and both rooms were updated
with new trim, paint, custom carpentry and hardware. The bedroom floor was
refinished to match the hall, sheetrock was added and electrical was improved.
Painted original doors were replaced with stained antique doors. At the
recommendation of CB Construction, a large HVAC cold air return in the corner
of the bedroom was replaced by a custom grill in the hall ceiling instead of being
moved to the corner of the dining room where it would have reduced the size of
the room. Superb carpentry transformed my old closet into custom storage and the
space in front of the bay window into a beautiful window seat with more storage.
Two features of my project were unusual and not part of the usual
offering of CB Construction. I wanted fabric walls in the small hallway
and embossed wallpaper on the bedroom ceiling. Chris was able to tap
into his sub-contractor network to find the absolute best fabric team and
ceiling wallpaper installer.
The new bedroom colors are yellow and blue. The yellow was chosen to
complement stained glass and two antique quilts, and blue was chosen for
toile fabric used throughout to highlight an antique plate collection and
decorative items waiting to be displayed. The crew painstakingly helped
me remove brittle original wall paper from the wall before demolition so
that I could continue my tradition of displaying original wallpaper in a frame in each room as it gets a new look. The hall
fabric is ruby toile and the ceiling is a solid ruby color. An antique light pendant replaced a cheap light fixture.
Chris Black and CB Construction did exactly what they agreed to do, in the timeframe they scheduled, for exactly the
contract price. There was minimal disruption of my daily life. I was only out of the house one night during the project
and that was due to heat exceeding 100 degrees. I’ve never had better sub-contractors working on a project at my
house. The quality of work, the project process and the owner/contractor interaction all exceeded my expectations.
Chris Black has been active in the construction industry since 1991 and founded CB Construction in 2002
which specializes in design, build and remodel services of homes. Having remodeled many homes in the
neighborhood, Chris is experienced with the intricacies of our period homes and knows how to bring them back
to their former glory.
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UR LAWN CARE
Maintenance & Landscaping
Call Uwe Reisch – 214-886-9202

E-mail: uwereisch@yahoo.com
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MARCH 2010 CRIME STATS:
CRIME
BURGLARY
BURGLARY
BURGLARY
BURGLARY
ROBBERY
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
AUTO THEFT
AUTO THEFT
AUTO THEFT
OTHER ASLT
VANDAL
VANDAL
OTHER
RUNAWAY

DATE
3/6/2010
3/7/2010
3/26/2000
3/15/2010
3/15/2010
10/9/2009
3/1/2010
3/2/2010
3/4/2010
3/9/2010
3/10/2010
3/12/2010
3/19/2010
3/26/2010
3/3/2010
3/13/2010
3/27/2010
3/28/2010
3/18/2010
3/19/2010
3/28/2010
3/23/2010

ADDRESS
56XX VICKERY
52XX GOODWIN
52XX RICHARD
52XX VICKERY
51XX MILLER
54XX GOODWIN
25XX HENDERSON
55XX VICKERY
52XX WILLIS
51XX RICHARD
51XX RICHARD
56XX BELMONT
27XX HENDERSON
52XX RICHARD
25XX HENDERSON
55XX MILLER
29XX HENDERSON
26XX HENDERSON
52XX BONITA
56XX RICHARD
55XX VICKERY
54XX BONITA

For more detailed crime stats, go to
www.vpna.org.

SOMEONE IS KNOCKING AT MY DOOR…
The neighborhood association does not have any type
ordinance against solicitors, but the City of Dallas does.
Basically, the City states ‘solicitations are permitted only
during certain hours’ and ‘exhibiting card prohibiting solicitors’
(meaning if you have a “NO SOLICITING” sign, they must
honor it & leave the premise). To see the full regulations in
the City of Dallas Code, www.dallascityhall.com.
The question of whether to answer your door when someone
knocks/rings your bell has come up before with our ENP
officer and with other area officers—their suggestion is to:
1.) Say something thru the door to let the person who
knocked/rang your bell know that someone is home. Many
“potential burglars” first ring the bell or knock on your door to
see if anyone is home, then if someone is, they make up some
lame excuse as to why they knocked/rang the bell. If no one
answers, they assume no one is home and go around to the
back of the house and break in.
2.) DO NOT open the door unless you know the person or are
expecting someone—again, you never know who that person
is or what they plan to do if you open the door (sad state of
our times—better safe than sorry).
3.) If you feel uncomfortable about the situation or see that
this person is going door to door, call 911. Also email our ENP
officers—you never know if what you are desribing fits a
pattern or is something currently under investigation.

EXPANDED NEIGHBORHOOD PATROL
For those who have already joined, thank you for supporting the
ENP (Expanded Neighborhood Patrol) program! If not, NOW IS
THE TIME for 2010. The more members we have, the more
patrol hours we can afford. Our ENP officers are now very
familiar with our neighborhood and recognize potential crime
areas and patterns. To join, simply fill out the form below, mail it
back with a check (payable to VPNA).
Yearly contribution of $250 Jan - Dec 2010, Bi-yearly
contribution of $125, June 2010 - Dec 2010
Name: ______________________________________________Date:___________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________
Home Phone: __________________________Work Phone:___________________________
Email:______________________________________________________________________
(Email is required to receive neighborhood alerts; please print clearly)
Mail form and a check (payable to VPNA) to VPNA, PO Box 720192, Dallas, TX 75372
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MAY YARD OF THE MONTH
This month the Vickery Place Yard of the Month award goes to
5444 Richard Avenue, home of Ame and Sarah Mundy. Back
when they were looking for a neighborhood to call home, they
drove through Vickery Place. Over just a few blocks they saw
three different sets of neighbors crossing the street and chatting
with each other. That did it! They have now lived in Vickery
Place for 5 years. They have spent every spare minute since
they moved in making their garden what it has become today.
They admitted that their dogs, Molly and Maggie, did their part
too by “supervising all
gardening efforts from the front window.” This garden has so much variety:
from daffodils, tulips, and irises, to peppers, citrus trees and spinach. There really
is not enough space to list it all! They have plans to extend the edible portion of
the garden by adding okra, and tomatoes. Their favorite things about the
neighborhood are that “everybody knows everybody, and people actually use
their front porches!” While most of their gardening skills have been picked up
along the way, Sarah is grateful to her Mom and
Grandparents for teachering her that “Gardening
is an adventure!” Amy and Sarah will receive a
2010 Board of
$25 gift card from North Haven Gardens in
Directors
thanks for keeping Vickery Place beautiful.
President: Will Short
Vice President: Selena Urquhart
Secretary: Mary Kay Henley
Treasurer: Wally Bettes
Members at Large:
Derek Adleta
Beth Bentley
Kathy Harris
Mark Rieves
Debbie Simurda
Newsletter Co-Editors:
Beth Bentley
Shelia Huffman
The Vickery Place Neighborhood
News is published by the Vickery
Place Neighborhood Association.
For advertising rates and info,
email Vickery Place at
info@vpna.org.

MULCH ANYONE?
All of the tree limbs and trimmings have been picked up from this year’s record snowstorm, and now the City of
Dallas Sanitation Services Department is offering free mulch to Dallas residents—just in time for spring gardening,
composting and landscaping projects! Dallas residents must show a Texas drivers license with a Dallas address or a
Dallas utility bill and a photo ID. Get yours before it’s gone!
Bachman Transfer Station
9500 Harry Hines Blvd.
Mon-Sat 7:30 am-5 pm
214-670-6150

McCommas Bluff Landfill
5100 Youngblood Rd.
Mon-Fri 5 am-5 pm, Sat 6 am-4 pm
214-670-0977
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