AUGUST GENERAL
MEETING
Date: Thursday, August 12
Time: 7:00 pm
Place : Vickery Towers
Main Dining Room
(Corner of Greenville & Belmont)
HOUSE HISTORY

HOUSE
HISTORY
Ever wonder
when your house
was built? Who
may have lived in
your house over
the years? What
past homeowners
did for a living?
For our August 12
Ad from The Dallas Morning News, circa 1911
general meeting we
have invited an
expert in the field of Dallas history and research.

Carol Roark of the Dallas Public Library 7th floor Texas/Dallas
History & Archives Division will demonstrate how to research the
history of your house. As the manager of the special collections, Carol is
very familiar and knowledgeable with the many tools & resources available
not only at the Downtown Library, but now internet accessible from your
home. One new search interface for the Dallas Morning News Historical Archive 1885-1977, allows you to search
display ads (not just classifieds) which sometimes picks up cool real estate ads. Carol also teaches a Historic House
Specialist Seminar to realtors at Preservation Dallas.
Here is the perfect opportunity for those research buffs living in Vickery Place with the neighborhood s centennial
anniversary coming up in 2011, we would like to gather and archive as many house histories as possible and place on
our web-site for public accessibility.
Appetizers, desserts and refreshments will be served courtesy of the VPNA board. Please join us!

1911 - 2011
VICKEY PLACE CELEBRATES 100 YEARS!
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE A PART OF THIS HISTORY MAKING EVENT
PLEASE EMAIL INFO@VPNA.ORG AND VOLUNTEER!

Bulky Trash/Basura Abultado

1-DAY Weekly Trash
& Recycling Pick-up

Don t Set Out Trash Before:
Thursday, August 5

Pick Up Week:
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EVERY MONDAY

JULY GENERAL MEETING RECAP - DAY TRIPS
Must be that time of year when the I want to get out of town fever hits, as the July 8
general meeting was well attended and a lot of fun! Mary Ramos, writer of the Fast
Breaks column in the Dallas Morning News travel section, gave numerous ideas for
Texas bound day trips, including exotic wildlife sanctuaries, unique museums, herbal farms,
markets, music festivals, gardens, state parks and more. Neighbors Ken & Jane Lampton
were so excited after hearing Mary s presentation, they decided on a day trip to the Elm
Mott Homestead Heritage Village at Brazos de Dios,
about 86 miles from Dallas. Here they enjoyed
period arts & crafts, historic buildings, lunch in the
café and site seeing. It s not too late to plan your
quick getaway!
Guest speaker Mary Ramos
Delicious ice cream sundaes
were served courtesy of Fiesta
Mart on Ross, who donated the
ice cream and a
variety of toppings so
everyone could design
their own frosty treat.
Thank You Fiesta
store manager Ray
Smith for the
generous donation.
Our lucky door prize
winners of the
evening were Hortensia Valencia and Brad Range, who received
Popware pet food/water bowls. Now they can
enjoy their next road trip with their favorite
canine.
Thanks to Mary Ramos for an informative
evening and to Vickery Towers for providing our
meeting space each month for the past 20 years!
SUMMER LEMONADE
~ Submitted by Derek Adleta, served at the
July General Meeting
3 6oz cans frozen lemonade (thawed)
1 small bag of frozen strawberries, thaw in
refrigerator the night before use. Optional:
sprinkle light amount of artificial sweetener of
choice over strawberries and refrigerate the night
before use.
2 quarts of Ginger Ale
1 lime chopped or sliced
1 orange (small-to-medium size) chopped or
sliced
Combine all ingredients and enjoy!
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KRLD RESTAURANT WEEK
August 16-September 5, 2010
Help those in need by dining out during KRLD Restaurant Week!
It is a win, win experience! You choose from over 100 participating
restaurants and enjoy a three course prix fixe dinner for just $35.00 per
person. For each dinner purchased the restaurant will donate $7.00 to the
North Texas Food Bank in Dallas or the Lena Pope Home in Ft. Worth to
benefit families in need. Last year KRLD Restaurant Week earned more
than $500,000 for the two charities. This year the specials have been
extended to include weeks 1, 2 and 3 and will be offered from August 16September 5, 2010.
Participating neighborhood restaurants include such notable dining experiences as Kirby s Steak House, The Grape,
Hibiscus and Hector s on Henderson. Additionally, there are many Downtown, Uptown and Park City restaurants
participating. Just ask for KRLD Restaurant Week Reservations. Reservations are required and there is limited
seating. Beverages, tax and gratuity are not included.
TEXAS SALES TAX HOLIDAY WEEKEND
August 20 - 22, 2010
Texas shoppers get a break from state and local sales taxes on August 20, 21 and 22 - the state s annual tax holiday.
Lay-away plans can be used again this year to take advantage of the sales tax holiday. Effective this year, in
addition to clothes, footwear and some backpacks priced under $100, Texas families also get a sales tax break on
most school supplies priced at less than $100 purchased for use by a student in an elementary or secondary school.
For a complete list of items that qualify, go to www.window.state.tx.us.
BACK TO SCHOOL
Dallas Public School classes
begin on Monday, August
23, 2010.
WATCH FOR SCHOOL
ZONES, especially in areas
of town where you are not
familiar with the surroundings. Obviously the safety of
children is first and foremost, but rememeber you can be
ticketed for speeding, changing lanes or talking on your
hand held cell phone while in a school zone, which carries a
hefty fine.
Have you been to the DISD web-site lately? There you
will find all sorts of helpful information, such as the 20102011 school calendar, uniform information, curriculum
overview for every grade level, programs offered, how to
get involved at your local school, parenting tips and much
more. Go to www.dallasisd.org.

3

EXTRA, EXTRA, READ ALL ABOUT IT!
A big welcome and thank you to Greg and Beth O Shea who will be the new VPNA
newsletter distributors. Each month when the newsletters are delivered from the printer,
Greg and Beth will count, bundle and distribute each carrier s allotment of newsletters,
who in turn will deliver a newsletter to you.
We would also like to
welcome a new carrier, Lisa Rab! Thanks to all the
carriers for giving back to our neighborhood we really
appreciate your time each month.
If you would like to volunteer to be an alternate carrier
(for those months when one of the regular carriers is
out of town or unable to deliver their route), please
email Greg at info@vpna.org.
Remember, if you want an extra copy of the newsletter,
they are available in the take-me box in the front yard
at 5548 Richard.

THIS & THAT
Stroller Moms - With
school back about to be
back in session, we are
looking for new moms to
head up the VPNA
stroller club. If you are
interested, email
info@vpna.org.
Keep it Real Continue to buy
local--look for
the "Live Local"
logo when
shopping.
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INSTALLATION OF NO PARKING SIGNS
Due to the high number of restaurants/bars that have opened along Henderson in the last
few years, the traffic and parking has inevitably overflowed onto Vickery Place s
residential streets. The Dallas Fire-Rescue Department have been reviewing the first few
blocks off of Henderson, noting that cars are being parked on both sides of the street,
making it difficult and sometimes impossible for an emergency vehicle to get through.
As a result, they are requesting that the City of Dallas Department of Public Works and
Transportation install No Parking signs on one side of the street in the 5100 & 5200 blocks of Miller,
5100 & 5200 Willis and 5200 Richard.
There s no date set for when the signs are to be installed. After they are installed, there will be a two-weekend grace
period before DPD starts ticketing and towing cars.
On a related note, there is now a No Left Turn sign installed, for those trying to turn left onto Miller from
Henderson Avenue (coming from Central Expressway).

www.vpna.org
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Also visit us on
Facebook

LOWER GREENVILLE CHANGES
There is an imbalance of commercial establishments on Lower
Greenville: too few businesses open during the day and too many
bars open late at night. Nearby residents bear the brunt of the
crime, noise, traffic, littering, and other problems that this oversaturation of bars brings. According to police records, public
intoxication, bar patrons bearing weapons, random gunfire and
violent crimes have escalated in recent years and these incidents
occur between midnight and 3 am. Significant taxpayer dollars
and City resources are expended to keep the area under control
late at night. The legal processes the City has at its disposal to
address this imbalance of businesses is not enough to fix the problem.
Lower Greenville residents, business owners, and property owners were invited to attend a public meeting on July 28
at Vickery Towers, to learn about a proposed Planned Development (PD) which would require Lower Greenville
businesses (from Belmont to Bryan Parkway) that want to stay open past midnight to get a special use permit (SUP)
from the City. Each application is considered on an individual basis by the City Plan Commission (which holds a public
hearing), and then a final determination is made by the City Council which holds another public hearing. The permit
can be granted for one year or several years, depending on the business and its history.
Council members Angela Hunt and Pauline Medrano who represent Vickery Place, helped craft and fully support the
proposed PD along with City attorneys and Assistant Police Chief Vince Golbeck. The six neighborhood associations
that surround Lower Greenville and are most affected, Lower Greenville NA, Lower Greenville West NA, Belmont
NA, Hudson Heights NA, Greenland Hills NA and Vickery Place NA, are in support of the proposed PD. If the
ordinance passes, Hunt and Medrano are committed to seeking bond funds for aesthetic improvements to Lower
Greenville, such as landscaping, streetscaping and historic lighting. To learn more, visit www.angelahunt.com.
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TAKE PRECAUTIONS TO KEEP SAFE

JUNE 2010 CRIME STATS

Residential burglaries literally hit close to home. There is
almost nothing more personal than having one s home and
privacy invaded by an unwelcome outsider. Here are some
things a burglar looks for when shopping for a target home:

CRIME
BURGLARY
BURGLARY
BURGLARY
ROBBERY
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
AUTO THEFT
VANDAL
VANDAL
OTHER ASLT
OTHER ASLT
OTHER ASLT
SEX OFFN

- A home that looks unoccupied. Are there newspapers piling
up on the lawn? Is the mailbox overflowing? Are the lights
always on or off? Are vehicles in the driveway not being used
for days on end?
- The schedule of the residents. Most residential burglaries
take place during work hours, because often homes are
unoccupied during these hours. When do the residents leave
for work? When do they return home?
- Open garage doors. Not only is there property to steal, but
tools to use for this and future burglaries ladders, hammers,
saws, drills .
- Dogs. Burglars don t like dogs. Even small dogs, with big
barks, make a home a little less attractive to burglars.
Remember: criminals don t like witnesses, and don t like noise.
- Unlocked doors and windows. Most homes have a least one
window that the owner has forgotten to lock. Opening a door
or window makes a lot less noise than breaking glass.
- Where is the spare key? Burglars know all the hiding spots.

DATE
6/15/2010
6/16/2010
6/23/2010
6/16/2010
5/31/2010
6/2/2010
6/9/2010
6/9/2010
6/16/2010
6/23/2010
6/26/2010
6/27/2010
6/28/2010
6/29/2010
6/4/2010
8/29/2008
6/22/2010
6/11/2010
6/11/2010
6/24/2010
5/29/2010

ADDRESS
55XX WILLIS
54XX GOODWIN
52XX RICHARD
51XX RICHARD
52XX WILLIS
47XX N CENTRAL
53XX VICKERY
51XX WILLIS
54XX RICHARD
52XX GOODWIN
53XX BONITA
56XX VICKERY
52XX WILLIS
56XX BELMONT
51XX VICKERY
27XX GLENCOE
52XX RICHARD
28XX HENDERSON
55XX MILLER
56XX WILLIS
WITHHELD

For more detailed crime stats, go to
www.vpna.org.

Minimize your chances of becoming a victim of crime get to
know your neighbors and keep an eye out for one another.

JOIN OR RENEW TODAY!
CRIME WATCH/EXPANDED NEIGHBORHOOD PATROL
If you have already joined or renewed for the remainder of 2010, thank you for supporting the ENP (Expanded
Neighborhood Patrol) program! If not, NOW IS THE TIME. The more members we have, the more patrol hours we
can afford. With every seven (7) new annual members that join, we are able to increase our annual weekly hours by
one (1) hour, or fifty-two (52) hours per year.
Our ENP officers are now very familiar with our neighborhood and recognize potential crime areas and patterns.
Become a member today! Simply fill out the form below, mail it back with a check (payable to VPNA) or bring to
the next General Meeting.

Yearly contribution of $250 Jan - Dec 2010, Bi-yearly contribution of $125, June 2010 - Dec 2010
Name: ______________________________________________Date:___________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________
Home Phone: __________________________Work Phone:___________________________
Email:______________________________________________________________________
(Email is required to receive neighborhood alerts; please print clearly)
Mail form and a check (payable to VPNA) to VPNA, PO Box 720192, Dallas, TX 75372
7

AUGUST YARD OF THE MONTH
5354 Miller
Brian Johnson moved to Vickery Place 4 years ago because
he loves old frame homes and the proximity to his work in the
telecom corridor. He recalls his long search through the
neighborhood until finding his current home and making an
offer the same day as it was love at first sight.
Brian was inspired by his
home s American
Victorian Vernacular
country feeling and
chose a farm design
growing a climbing rose, named Katrina Rose from its New Orleans origination,
on a country style fence. He put in pear trees, dogwood trees, hibiscus, azaleas,
pecan trees, a maple tree, two live oaks, and bevy of knock out roses and
hostas. Brian stated he has some work left on the house exterior to restore,
but the yard feels like it is almost there. Over the years he has
experimented with different plants, water, soil and light requirements to see
what works, and continues to plant annuals every year. Brian highly
recommends mulch to keep the soil moist in the Texas heat. He summarized
his passion for his yard with, Oh who am I kidding I will be planting things
every year for the rest of my life!
In addition to contributing to the beauty of Vickery Place, Brian is a big
supporter of National Night Out and offers, The National Night Out event is
amazing and is always held right in the shade of the big pecan trees at my
house. It is really an example of what a great community that we live in. If
you have never been then you must come! It is really a great time. Since the
event is usually held next to my house stop and say hello!

2010 Board of
Directors
President: Will Short
Vice President: Selena Urquhart
Secretary: Mary Kay Henley
Treasurer: Wally Bettes
Members at Large:
Derek Adleta
Beth Bentley
Kathy Harris
Mark Rieves
Debbie Simurda
Newsletter Co-Editors:
Beth Bentley
Shelia Huffman

In thanks for his hard yard work Brian will
receive a $25 gift card from North Haven
Gardens.
5354 Miller has been lived in and loved by several families
throughout the history of Vickery Place. The Queen Anne roof indicates
that it is probably one of the oldest homes in our neighborhood. It was
featured on the 2001 home tour and in the 1994 Vickery Place history
calendar.
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The Vickery Place Neighborhood
News is published by the Vickery
Place Neighborhood Association.
For advertising rates and info,
email Vickery Place at
info@vpna.org.

