
September General Meeting 
Urban Genealogy

Presented by Carol Roark

Ever wonder how old your house is? Who built it?  
Who may have lived there before you? What for-
mer homeowners did for a living? If so, then you 
are in luck and need to attend the Vickery Place 
September 11th meeting on Urban Genealogy, the 
history of buildings. Historic preservationist and 
research expert Carol Roark will share tools and 
resources to chronical the history of your house.  
With modern technology, many of these sources 
are at your fingertips—all you need is a computer 
and a library card.

Carol Roark is the past manager of the Special Col-
lections Division at the Dallas Public Library and 
a noted author. She is an archivist and historian 
with a special interest in architectural and photo-
graphic history. Carol holds a masters degree in 
American Studies from Texas Christian Univer-
sity and a masters in Library and Information 
Science from the University of North Texas. Carol 
also teaches a historic building research class for 
Preservation Dallas and has given architecture 
tours for many groups. She and her husband live 
in the Fairmount neighborhood, a National Regis-
ter Historic District in Fort Worth.

The meeting will be held at Preservation Dallas, 
2922 Swiss Avenue in the historic Wilson block.  
We will meet in the Carriage House, located be-
hind the main house. Parking is in the rear and 
along the side street. Refreshments and snacks 
will be provided. Preservation Dallas is dedicated 
to the preservation and revitalization of the city’s 
historic buildings, neighborhoods and places.

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
Mark your calendars! Our annual neighborhood 
National Night Out Against Crime Block Party is 
quickly approaching! Join us Tuesday, October 7th 
from 6:30pm-8:30pm on Glencoe between Miller 
and Willis. 

We are delighted to have our neighbor, Salim 
Nourallah, performing again this year. We’ll also 
have food trucks Ruthies and Jo Dawgs, Pop Star 
Popsicles, beverage from our friends at Lakewood 
Brewery, and a raffle. Come and get to know your 
neighbors and support the neighborhood crime 
watch efforts.

14 volunteers are needed to help with the raffle ta-
ble and the neighborhood information table. If you 
could offer 30 mi nutes of your evening to help us 
out, please email selena@vickeryplace.com. 

Bulk Trash
Week of the 2nd Monday

Don’t Set Out Trash Before: 
Thursday, September 4th

Pick Up Week September 8th to 12th
Weekly Trash & Recycling Pick-up

Every Monday
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Next VPNA General Meeting
September 11, 7pm

Preservation Dallas Carriage House 
2922 Swiss Avenue



International Cello
Vickery Place residents are invited to a neighbor-
hood concert by Italian cellist Francesco Mastro-
matteo on Sunday, September 14 at 6:00p.m. at 
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 3204 Skillman 
at Monticello. The solo concert Sweet Hero: Bach 
for Cello includes J.S. Bach: Suite BWV 1008 and 
Suite BWV 1010. There is no admission charge, 
and a reception will follow the concert. 

Mastromatteo holds a Doctorate in Performance 
from the University of Texas at Austin and a Mas-
ter in Performance from SMU. He was resident 
cellist and artisitic director of Spring of Harmony 
concert series at St. Andrew’s in 2008-2012. For 
more information, www.standrewsdallas.org or 
214 821-9989.

Maximum Twice-Weekly Watering
 

A reminder from the City of Dallas–Irrigation 
with hose-end sprinklers or automatic irrigation 
systems is limited to no more than twice per week 
with no watering 10am-6pm. For more informa-
tion visit http://savedallaswater.com/twice-week-
ly-watering-schedule/

HOW TO RECYCLE
Place all recyclable material in the roll cart with-
out being bagged. 
Don’t put in the following items:
• Plastic Bags*
• Plastic Packaging
• Styrofoam (to-go boxes, cups, plates)
• Shredded Paper
• Paper Towels, Facial or Toilet Tissue
• Water Hoses
• Diapers
• Food
• Toys
• Metal Hangers (ask if your dry cleaner accepts these)
• Lightbulbs
     *Recycle plastic bags at your local grocery or retail store. 
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What is Plate it Forward?  

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is addressing the serious 
impacts of wasted food on our environment while also helping the people 
most at risk of hunger. This is part of EPA’s larger Food Recovery Challenge, 
encouraging businesses nationwide to change how we think about resources 
for a better tomorrow. 

  

How Does Plate it Forward Work? 

Plate it Forward gives Lower Greenville restaurants the opportunity 
to donate their surplus food to neighbors in need and gives local 
service organizations the chance to receive and distribute this 
wholesome, unserved food.  Restaurants are encouraged to track the 
amount of food they donate.  Signs will be provided to participating 
restaurants to help the public identify and reward the forward 
thinking businesses.  

Why Lower Greenville? 

Known for its diversity and great restaurants, Lower Greenville is also 
known for its forward thinking and community-minded neighbors.  
Thinking differently about food means considering all of the 
resources it takes to grow then transport the food, and protecting 
those resources by making sure unused food does not go to waste. 

 

Doing Good with Good Food  

Putting good food to use:  
Nationwide, an estimated 35 
million tons of food that could be 
consumed is sent to landfills.1 

Decreasing greenhouse gases: 
Food decomposing in landfills 
generates methane, a potent 
greenhouse gas. 

Fighting Hunger: 1 in every 4 
children in North Texas are at-risk 
of hunger.  In Dallas County, 1 in 
every 5 people are at-risk of 
hunger.2 

Don’t Let It Go to Waste! 
 
1: source: epa.gov/foodrecoverychallenge 
2: source: ntfb.org 

Feed Hungry People 

EPA’s Food Recovery Hierarchy depicts 
preferred alternatives for dealing with 

excess food.  Next to minimizing inventory 
surplus, the best way to reduce the 

environmental impact from excess food is 
to make sure it gets to hungry people. 



septmber Yard of the Month
With  a new school year, it seems only 
fitting that this month’s Vickery Place 
Neighborhood Association’s Yard of the 
Month goes to Robert E. Lee Elementary 
and the garden students, teachers and 
volunteers have created in the school 
yard. 

In January, 2005, the master gardener 
desk received a call for advice from a 
teacher at Robert E. Lee Elementary 
School. Sixth grade teacher Valarie Kaiser 
and her students had planted a rose bush 
and althea in the bare, empty courtyard 
of Lee. Filled with weeds, rocks, and hard 
dirt, the courtyard begged for beauty.
Laying newspaper and mulch on the 
ground, this visionary teacher began 
amending the soil in the desolate area.  
The master gardener on call at the Help Desk office 
came to the school and also saw the potential of the 
courtyard to be turned into a lovely outdoor classroom 
for the students.

The school garden coordinator, a community 
representative, and the master gardener wrote and 
won a grant from Project Learning Tree. The garden 
was on its way! Now, nine years later, Robert E. Lee 
has won several other grants, the latest being the one 
from Real School Gardens. This grant enabled Lee 
to gain National Monarch Butterfly Certification, 
to complete the outdoor living center and to build 
an entrance to the inner courtyard. Lately, Lee has 
earned the National Wildlife Certification.

Master gardener volunteers were aided this summer 
by parents, Ken and Cheri Colter, Silvia Sanchez 
and husband, Mary Soch, Luke Rice, Don Grotefend, 
Gaby Herrera and husband, Pamela Daniels, Anna 
Roque, Cheryle Hartig, Teresa Wyatt van der Enden, 
and Maleah Johnston. More volunteers are needed 

during the school year to work in the garden. Want 
to learn everything there is to know about growing 
veggies? See how to prune roses correctly and much 
more….

Information for this article was supplied by Master 
Gardener Susan Flanagan. To volunteer please 
contact Susan at ssflan@tx.rr.com or call the school 
(972)749-7400.

As with all our Yard of the Month winners, North 
Haven Gardens awards a $50 gift certificate.  
Congratulations to Robert E. Lee Elementary  and  
the hard working students, parents, teachers and 
volunteers who work to make it the great school it is 
and welcome new principal  Bridget Ransom.
-Beautification Committee, Debbie Simurda & Mary 
Kay Henley
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7700 Northaven Rd. (Just West of 75)  
Open Daily  214-363-5316 
NHG.com 
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Fall 
Veggies 
Kale, collards, 
broccoli &  
Brussels sprouts 
transplants  
are here.  

Plant  
Now! 

2014 Board of Directors
President - Selena Urquhart
Vice President - Beth Bentley

Secretary - Allan Cano
Treasurer - Michael Jones
Members at Large:

Anna Short, Anton Skowronski,  
Janet Morris, Pam Thomas,  
Salim Nourallah, Will Short

The Vickery Place newsletter is published by  
Vickery Place Neighborhood Association.

Editor: alun@vickeryplace.com  
For sponsorship rates and information  

email info@vickeryplace.org


