AUGUST GENERAL
MEETING
Date: Thursday, Aug 14
Time: 7:00 pm
Place : Vickery Towers
Main Dining Hall
(Corner of Greenville & Belmont)
POT
LUCK
DINNER

AUGUST GENERAL MEETING

HOME IMPROVEMENT

So, you ve decided to renovate your home, add a room or maybe even a
second story. What are some of the things you need to know before you
begin your project?
Award winning neighborhood architect Daron Tapscott will be our guest
speaker at the August 14 general meeting. His presentation will include a
historic overview of the three main architectural styles found in our
neighborhood with defining features of each, innovative ways to create and
better utilize space, and the building permit/Work Review Form approval
process.
Daron is an accomplished architect by profession and has served on the City
of Dallas Landmark Commission, the Dallas Historic Designation Task Force,
and as Vickery Place Neighborhood Association board president. His
knowledge of historic building elements along with his innovative planning
skills allows him to create 21st century living spaces within an established
neighborhood such as Vickery Place.

As usual, one of Central Division s Police Officers will be on hand to share safety advice, report on criminal activity in
and around our neighborhood, as well as talk about the recently rolled-out Central Patrol s web-site.
Sample food from one of Henderson Avenue's newest hot spots, Capitol Pub.
Meeting will be held in the Vickery Tower s main dining hall. Enter the parking lot off of Belmont and walk through
the lobby entrance. See you there!
SEPTEMBER GENERAL MEETING - Thursday, September 11
Just in time for the State Fair, our September general meeting will be a screening of A Fair
to Remember , a documentary about the Great State Fair of Texas. This film takes you on
a roller-coaster ride chronicling the history of the Fair, from its inception in 1886 to today as
the largest and longest-running Fair in the country. Dramatic archival footage, alluring interviews, and dazzling animation captures the heart of Texas big, spirited, and brazenly proud!
Film creators Allen & Cynthia Mondell, will be on-hand to answer questions about the making of the film and to join in
the reminiscing. This meeting will be held in conjunction with Cochran Heights Neighborhood Association.
Watch for details!

Bulky Trash/Basura Abultado
Don t Set Out Trash Before:

Recycling Pick-up

Thursday, August 7

Pick Up Week:
August 11 - 15

Volume 27, Issue 8
August 2008

Thursday, August 7
Thursday, August 21

JULY GENERAL MEETING RECAP - A TASTE OF AMERICANA
To help beat the heat and celebrate summer, a big crowd of Vickery Place residents gathered for the July 10 Ice
Cream Social which was held in the newly renovated Vickery Towers dining room. VPNA board members served
homemade ice cream with a selection of creative toppings and Wild About Harry s on Knox Street provided a variety
of their delicious gourmet flavors of the frozen confection.
In barbershop harmony Travis Bentley, John Mazurek, Joe Gutierrez
and Cameron Young sang oldies such as Lida Rose and Yes Sir, That s
My Baby and patriotic favorites like Grand Old Flag. These young
men are all recent graduates of Booker T. Washington High School for
the Performing and Visual Arts.
After a summer break John Mazurek will be a freshman at Dallas
Community College and then to Sam Houston State University to
study Musical Theater, Joe Gutierrez will be a freshman at the
University of North Texas Music School studying Vocal Performance,
and Cameron Young will be a freshman at Louisiana State University
studying Vocal Performance. Travis Bentley will return for his
sophomore year at the University of the Arts in Philadelphia where he is studying Vocal Performance.
Also in attendance were Officer Crow, who updated residents on criminal patterns and recent arrests in the area,
Neighborhood Code Compliance representatives James McKissick & Odie Hayes, along with honorary guests Dallas
Judge Lennox Bower & wife Sheila, and Ryan Trimble from the office of Texas House Representative Dan Branch.
Thank You VPNA Board members for your sweet contributions, Harry Coley and Roger Andres for the delicious
selection of Wild About Harry s frozen custard,
the Barbershop Quartet for great entertainment
and Vickery Towers for continued hospitality.
This delightful evening was attended by over 50
people and saw young and old enjoying ice
cream, music and neighborly camaraderie!
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VICKERY PLACE NEIGHBORS HELP FAMILIES AT THE RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE
~ Debbie Simurda
The Ronald McDonald House of Dallas is a home-away-from home for families of
seriously ill children who are hospitalized or receiving treatment in Dallas area hospitals.
The House maintains a caring homelike atmosphere and provides a place where
families receive strength and stability from others who share similar concerns. There
are a number of ways that you can help support the house, either individually or as a
volunteer group.
Groups of 4 to 12 people can prepare breakfast, lunch, dinner or Sunday brunch. The
group provides the food and the House has a fully equipped kitchen for preparation.
Groups may also hold drives to collect items for the Wish List of consumable items
that are needed throughout the year to keep the House running. There is also a special
Holiday Wish List drive beginning in November so families are able to visit Santa s workshop to select gifts for their
children and the kids can shop for mom and dad.
Individuals may also volunteer their time as a house volunteer on a weekly basis. The volunteers help with house
operations, assisting families and the staff. This is a regular activity and requires a minimum of a 6 month
commitment.
For more information about the Ronald McDonald House of Dallas and the volunteer opportunities available, please
visit the website at www.rmhdallas.com or call 214-631-7354.
Vickery Place resident Debbie Simurda has been a weekly volunteer at the Ronald
McDonald House for the past year. Debbie and her husband Andy moved to Vickery
Place from Totronto, Ontaria in September 2006. They chose Vickery Place because
of the close proximity of quaint shops and eateries along Greenville & Henderson
Avenues.
Debbie and Andy immediately became active in the neighborhood association by
volunteering for National Night Out, delivering newsletters and attending the
monthly meetings. This year Debbie serves on the VPNA Board as a member at large.
EVERYTHING IS COMING UP

SUNFLOWERS!

In case you have not seen or heard, Sunflower Farmers Market will be coming
to our area, moving into the space once occupied by Carnival Food Store at 1800
N. Henderson. Roger Andres, of Andres Properties who owns the site, was
pleased to announce at the VPNA July 10 meeting that Sunflower plans to open
their first Dallas store at the Henderson location.
Sunflower Farmers Market is a Colorado-based organic and natural supermarket
chain. Their advertising message is serious food silly prices. Store departments
include a mixture of organic and non-organic produce, natural and organic meats
and poultry, along with almost 800 private-label grocery products. Sunflower says by stocking a limited selection, it s
able to keep prices lower.
Sunflower intends to open five or six stores in the Dallas area over the next 18 months. Opening date for the
Henderson location is targeted for the first quarter of 2009. Stay tuned (and take a look as you drive by) as plans
develop for our new neighborhood market!
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BACK TO SCHOOL
Dallas Public School classes begin on Monday, August 25, 2007. Have you been
to the DISD web-site lately? There you will find all sorts of helpful information,
such as the 2008-2009 school calendar, uniform information, curriculum overview
for every grade level, programs offered, how to get involved at your local school,
parenting tips and much more. Go to www.dallasisd.org.
SALES TAX HOLIDAY August 15-17 2008
Texas shoppers get a break from state and local sales taxes on August 15, 16 and
17 - the State s annual tax holiday. Lay-away plans can be used again this year to
take advantage of the sales tax holiday.
The law exempts most clothing and footwear priced under $100 from sales and use taxes, which could save shoppers
about $8 on every $100 they spend. Backpacks under $100 used by elementary and secondary students also qualify.
Other tax-free items include baby clothes, diapers, jackets, uniforms, jeans, shirts, athletic apparel, sweaters, boots and
shoes. For a full list of items included on the tax-free exemption, check local newspaper or go to
www.window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/taxpubs/tx98_490/tx98_490.htm.
ICE-CREAM CONE CAKES ~ Submitted by Kathy Harris
A creative twist on the traditional birthday cake. Kids will love eating their
cake in a cone instead of on a plate!
1 box Betty Crocker® SuperMoist® party rainbow chip cake mix
Water, vegetable oil and egg whites called for on cake mix box
24 flat-bottom ice cream cones
1 to 2 containers Betty Crocker® Rich & Creamy frosting (any flavor)
Heat oven to 350°F (325°F for dark or nonstick pans). Place paper baking cup in each of 24 regular-size muffin cups.
Make cake batter as directed on box. Fill each cup 2/3 full of batter (1 heaping tablespoon each). Place ice cream
cone upside down on batter in each cup.
Bake 15 to 20 minutes or until toothpick inserted in cake comes out clean (cones may tilt on batter). Cool completely,
about 30 minutes. Remove paper baking cups. Generously frost cake with frosting, and decorate as desired. Store
loosely covered.
Sprinkle frosted cakes with any of the following: breakfast cereal, animal crackers, dried
fruit, candy sprinkles, crushed hard candies, mini chocolate chips. You can substitute with
any flavor of cake mix or frosting you wish. Look for the Box Top coupons and bring
them to the next VPNA meeting!
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HENDERSON AVENUE PRESCHOOL ASSOCIATION
The Henderson Avenue Preschool Association (HAPA) held its
first meetings in July and is excited to have nearly 30 families
already involved in the group!
HAPA s goals are to:
1.) Support our successful neighborhood school.
2.) Increase neighborhood enrollment at Bonham Elementary.
3.) Foster a sense of community amongst Henderson Avenue
families with young children.

Henderson Avenue Preschool
Association
Ice Cream Social
Wednesday, August 27, 2008
3:00-5:00pm
5512 Richard Avenue

Parents who attended our start-up meetings expressed a desire to get to
know other families in the neighborhood, as well as to work towards
helping Bonham Elementary (already an Exemplary school for 6 years!)
become a highly-sought after school in DISD. We welcome any families
in the Bonham and Vickery Place areas with babies (or expecting!)
through preschool children to join us in our endeavors!
Our next gathering will be an ice cream social on the afternoon of
Wednesday, August 27. We realize that not all parents can attend weekday events, so we ll do our best to provide a mix with weekend activities
and meetings as well. We are looking ahead at having our first real
business meeting in September at Bonham to give parents a chance to
familiarize themselves with the school and its faculty.
If you would like more information or are interested in joining HAPA, please email hendersonavenuepa@gmail.com.
Not a parent of a preschooler, but still want to help the school? Join the Bonham Boosters by emailing Arlene Colbert
at arlene.colbert@hotmail.com.
RHYTHM AND RHYME
Vickery Place full-time mom, Heather Gream, realized the importance of parental involvement and arts education during
her 9 years as a high school teacher. Soon after the birth of her daughter, Heather met another full-time mom from the
East Dallas area, Amy Jeter. Like Heather, Amy had extensive and varied training in dance and music. The two
moms shared a desire to have a safe community environment for their little ones to explore, express and develop
through the arts that was financially and geographically accessible. They could not find one, so they created one and
Rhythm and Rhyme was born.
Since last August, Rhythm and Rhyme has held adult/child movement and music classes for pre-crawlers through 36
month olds at Unity Church at the corner of McCommas and Greenville Ave. The 45 minute classes include singing,
movement, percussion and prop play with such things as colored scarves, balloons and the latest addition, a parachute,
all done to a wide variety of musical genres.
This fall R&R will offer classes at 10am and 4pm on Mondays and Tuesdays and at 9:30 am on Saturdays. A very
special addition this fall is a birth to early walkers class at 9am Monday morning taught by another Vickery Place fulltime mom with an incredible background in music and education, Lindsey Lecuyer. The tuition for the 12-week session
that begins September 8th is $120 and is ½ price for additional siblings. Grandparents and nannies are welcome. For
more information please e-mail Heather at Rhythmandrhyme@hotmail.com or call her at 817-229-6134.
Heather and husband Brian have lived in Vickery Place for several years but recently moved into a new home.
Sharing the Gream home is "almost" two year old Isabella and Schnauzer Friedrich. Brian serves on the
Vickery Place Neighborhood Association Board as a member at large and Heather has been active in the VPMA
strolling club and the Henderson Avenue Pre-school Association.
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If you are new to Dallas, a helpful guide to City
services and local resources can be found at:
www.dallascityhall.com/pdf/pio/
GoodNeighborGuide.pdf.

www.vpna.org

If you are new to the neighborhood and want to find
out more about Vickery Place, go to www.vpna.org.
Also join the VPNA email list.
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JUNE 2008 CRIME STATS:
BURGLARY
BURGLARY
BURGLARY
BURGLARY
BURGLARY
BURGLARY
BURGLARY
ROBBERY
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
AUTO THEFT
AUTO THEFT
VANDAL
VANDAL
OTHER
OTHER ASLT

06/02/08
06/11/08
06/17/08
06/23/08
06/23/08
06/23/08
06/25/08
06/20/08
05/31/08
06/09/08
06/10/08
06/10/08
06/10/08
06/10/08
06/12/08
06/12/08
06/12/08
06/14/08
06/16/08
06/04/08
06/05/08
06/10/08
06/27/08
06/04/08

53XX GOODWIN
55XX MILLER
55XX RICHARD
50XX VICKERY
50XX VICKERY
54XX WILLIS
50XX MILLER
28XX GREENVILLE
51XX RICHARD
51XX RICHARD
51XX RICHARD
51XX WILLIS
51XX WILLIS
51XX WILLIS
56XX BELMONT
29XX HENDERSON
53XX MILLER
51XX VICKERY
27XX MCMILLAN
28XX GREENVILLE
55XX MILLER
26XX MADERA
25XX HENDERSON
53XX GOODWIN

CRIME WATCH/EXPANDED NEIGHBORHOOD PATROL - JOIN TODAY!
Bi-yearly contribution of $100, July 2008 - Dec 2008
Name: ______________________________________________Date:___________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________
Home Phone: __________________________Work Phone:___________________________
Email:______________________________________________________________________
(Email is required to receive neighborhood alerts; please print clearly)
Mail form and a check (payable to VPNA) to VPNA, PO Box 720192, Dallas, TX 75372
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SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL BUSINESSES
Himalayan Pure Salt Lamps
Variety of shapes and sizes
Starting at $25

Order Yours Today!
Maria Gonzalez
214 293-9787
mlcrafts@sbcglobal.net

Beautiful

Sensual

Therapeutic

Reservations accepted

8

BULKY TRASH

WHAT WEEK TO PUT OUT?

Don t be at risk of being ticketed by the City of Dallas Code Compliance by
placing your bulky trash out the wrong week! The Bulk Trash pick-up week
for Vickery Place residents is the week of the 2nd Monday NOT the
second week of the month.
Once-a-month collection from the front curb includes large limbs, shrubbery,
bagged leaves (in sealed bags with a maximum 50 gallon capacity), furniture,
appliances, mattresses and box springs. Please place your items out on the
front curb for collection no later than 7:00 A.M. the Monday of your pick-up
week.
It is a violation to set out your bulk trash earlier than 7:00 A.M. on the Thursday preceding your collection week.
Violations can result in a citation ranging from $250 to $2000.
Do not put out for bulky trash collection bagged grass clippings, new construction or remodeling materials such as
lumber or roofing materials bricks, concrete, rocks, dirt, paint, oil and hazardous containers are not collected in the
regular brush and bulky trash collection services. Call 311 to get a free estimate on the City of Dallas Cost Plus
service to pick up construction or remodeling materials.
The Bulky Trash week for August is Monday August 11 Friday August 15. You can start placing bulk trash
items on the curb the Thursday preceding pick-up week, which is Thursday August 7. For a Bulk Trash Calendar, go
to the City of Dallas web-site, http://dallascityhall.com/sanitation/pdf/BulkyTrashCalendar2008.pdf.

THE ANTS GO MARCHING ONE BY ONE, HOORAY, HOORAY!
Exterminators agree that this is the summer of the ants. We re talking about the common
household variety, the ones that force you to move food-prep operations until they leave. Unless
you locate and destroy the nest, trying to control them after they get inside will be a struggle. So
you need to find the scent trails the colony s scouts have established indoors, then erase them
with soapy water, proceeding from where the ants are feeding to the colony. Be sure to clean
the feeding area thoroughly. Seal the entrance to your house - caulk cracks and holes in the
foundation. Then destroy the nests when you find them.
There are several products on the market that bait the ants. The idea is that the ants then take the poison back to
the colony sharing it with their friends.
Eternal vigilance: Identify the routes ants find into your house and block access; chili powder and red pepper are
temporary deterrents. Ortho produces an insect spray that creates a longer-lasting perimeter outside that ants choose
not to cross. Periodic re-spraying is required.
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AUGUST YARD OF THE MONTH
Built around 1913, this Vernacular Victorian home is one
of the oldest in the neighborhood. It was on the first
Vickery Place Home Tour in 1999.
When Bob and Carol Schacherl moved to Dallas from
Austin in 2005 they had to live in Vickery Place because,
It is the most awesome part of Dallas!

5344 Richard

Previous owners put in landscaping and Bob and Carol
have been maintaining and adding to their gardens over the
years. In addition to growing elephant ears, periwinkles,
begonias and lantanas they put in new sidewalks and a
new driveway to compliment their lovely yard.

Please share our appreciation for their efforts contributing to our awesome
neighborhood. In thanks the Schacherls will receive a $25 gift certificate
compliments of Northhaven Gardens.
WATERING RESTRICTIONS
Help conserve water by following the City of Dallas
watering regulations wise watering will avoid a City
citation as well as promote a healthier looking lawn.
It is a violation of the City Code to water a lawn or
landscape in a manner that wastes water or causes runoff including causing
water to fall on sidewalks, driveways, or other areas not lawns or landscapes.
You must maintain your irrigation system to prevent waste by repairing broken,
missing, or misdirected sprinkler heads.
Watering is prohibited during any type of precipitation, as well as between April 1 through October 31 between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and
6:00 p.m. Hand watering and soaker hoses are allowed at any time. Rain and
Freeze sensors are required on all automatic sprinkler systems.
Violations of guidelines can result in fines of $250 to $2,000 per incident.
SUMMER SAFETY TIP
Texas leads the nation in heat related fatalities caused by
children being left in the car. Factors that contribute to this
tragic phenomenon include busy and stressful lifestyles along
with the 1994 mandating of small children riding in the back seat.
Remember H-O-T. HIDE your car keys from your kids. Don t OVERLOOK
the backseat when you leave the car. Keep a stuffed animal in the car seat
and when the child is put in the seat place the animal in the front with the
driver or place your purse or briefcase in the back seat as a reminder that
you have your child in the car. TEACH your children not to play in or around
the car.
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2008 Board of
Directors
President: Beth Bentley
Vice President: Mark Rieves
Secretary: Mary Kay Henley
Treasurer: Will Short
Members at Large:
Brian Gream
Kathy Harris
Shelia Huffman
Debbie Simurda
Selena Urquhart
Newsletter Co-Editors:
Beth Bentley
Shelia Huffman
The Vickery Place Neighborhood
News is published by the Vickery
Place Neighborhood Association.
For advertising rates and
information,
email Vickery Place at
info@vpna.org.

