vpna annual meeting
It was a festive gathering at the November 14th annual
meeting with a variety of delectable dishes, creative gifts
and the election of the 2014 VPNA Board of Directors. This
year’s neighborhood artisans were the Adams family, Lezlie
Bridgewater, Maria Gonzalez, Matthew Ladin, Charlotte
Lindsey, Laura Petka, Kasey Pozzi, and Teresa Wyatt van
der Enden–thank you all for participating!

No VPNA General Meeting
in December
The next VPNA General Meeting
will be Thursday, Jnauary 9th at a
time and venue to be decided

Also, thanks to all who brought canned food items for those
less fortunate—the cans were added to the Vickery Towers “Stop Senior Hunger” donation box, benefiting
Sharing Life Community Outreach and The Dallas Senior Source.
Kudos to the VPNA 2013 Board and Committee members for a job well done! Your time, dedication and
service to maintain and protect the quality of life in our neighborhood are greatly appreciated. Also, a
warm welcome to the newly elected 2014 Board of Directors: President Selena Urquhart, Vice President
Beth Bentley, Secretary Allan Cano and Treasurer Michael Jones.
At-large board members for 2014 include Anna Short, Anton Skowronski, Janet Morris, Pam Thomas,
Salim Nourallah, Suzanne Starling and Will Short.

OUTGOING PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Bulky Trash
Week of the 2nd Monday
Don’t Set Out Trash Before
Thursday, December 5th
Pick Up Week
December 9th to 13th
Weekly Trash
& Recycling
Pick-up
Every Monday

December is a time to reflect on the past year as well as look
forward to the upcoming year. 2013 was a very busy year!
A new initiative for Vickery Place this year was replacing our old
and faded sign toppers. Many kudos to Will Short who orchestrated
their new design, sales, purchases and installation. At last count,
we were about 70% complete. (If you’d like to purchase one for a
missing block—and get one for yourself—please visit our website:
vickeryplace.com.)
Also new this year was the 1st Annual “Worcola Witches &
Warlocks Walk” for children on Halloween night. Shout-outs go
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to Debbie Simurda, Mary Kay Henley and Laura
Gaudet for planning and directing this new event.

volunteers hand-deliver a newsletter to each of the
1,100 front porches of Vickery Place.

VPNA hosted our 3rd Annual Wine Walk in June
and our annual “National Night Out Against
Crime” (NNO) block party in October. Just over
100 residents participated in the Wine Walk
(it was a sellout for the 2nd year in a row) and
enjoyed a progressive march to four beautiful
porches on Goodwin and Vickery to enjoy wine
and paired appetizers. Special thanks to Henley
Quadling and Will Short for organizing the event,
to the homeowners who prepared and shared their
wonderful porches and to The Grape and Blue
Goose Cantina for donations of food.

While all of this is going on, Debbie Simurda has
headed up the effort to sell advertising to local
merchants which in turns pays for the newsletter
printing costs. Many thanks to everyone involved
with this process—it’s a true neighborhood
endeavor!
Last but certainly not least, I’d like to thank the
“Behind-the-Scenes” people: Wayne McClellan and
Vickery Towers for so graciously setting up their
facilities for our various meetings; our treasurer
Greg O’Shea, who has steered us successfully
through our first full year of 501(c)(3) IRS status;
Beth Bentley and Will Short for their work with
zoning issues, Board of Adjustment, CPC and City
Council attendance and presentations; and Allan
Cano who will be implementing a new VPNA
website with a Pay Pal merchant system shortly.

At NNO in October, an estimated 200-250 people
attended and enjoyed a block party featuring
Vickery Place resident Salim Nourallah and his
band, food trucks, beer donated by The Lakewood
Brewing Company and great raffle items donated
by local merchants. Many thanks to Selena
Urquhart and the volunteers who over the past
three years has made this the best NNO in town!

Halloween 2013
Worcola Witches & Warlocks Walk

recycle your christmas trees
The Dallas Sanitation Department reminds you…
It doesn’t matter where you bought it. This year,
recycle your live Christmas tree at any Home
Depot store in Dallas, from December 26 to
January 7.

Spotted at Worcola and Willis: Scooby Doo, a family
right out of The Wizard of Oz, a groovy 1970’s
family, beautiful princesses, a Chinese Dragon,
dancers and many more amazing characters
celebrating our 1st annual Halloween Event for
the children of Vickery Place.

11255 Garland Road - Dallas, Texas 75218
11468 Grissom Lane - Dallas, Texas 75229
6110 Lemmon Avenue - Dallas, Texas 75209
6000 Skillman - Dallas, Texas 75231
2610 Fort Worth Avenue - Dallas, Texas 75211
2901 W. Wheatland Road - Dallas, Texas 75237
11682 Forest Central Drive - Dallas, Texas 75243

Our thanks to all the families who made the
evening very special for everyone. Thanks to our
home owners who participated along the route:
Michael and Rachel Thomason, Christian and
Casey Herr, Jamie and Daniel Evans and Steven
Summers.

Remove all tinsel, ornaments, lights, nails and
tree stands before dropping off your tree.
Call the Waste Diversion Hotline at 214-670-4475
if you need additional information.

I’ve had the privilege to live in Vickery Place
for 21 years and in 2013 I’ve reconfirmed
what I’ve known all along—IT’S ALL ABOUT
COMMUNITY! THANKS to everyone who makes
our neighborhood the best place to live in Dallas.
Mark Rieves

And what about this monthly newsletter that you
are reading now?! Each month several people
send articles to Alun & Selena Urquhart where
they slice, dice and edit the content to send to
the printer each month. Then a network of 21

This program is a community partnership between
Home Depot and the City of Dallas supported
through the Sanitation Services Department.

VICKERY TOWERS HOLIDAY BAZAAR
Wednesday,December 18th
10:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Visit from Santa from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Want to do a little Holiday Shopping? They have
vendors of all kinds such as Tupperware, Pat’s
Jewelry, Gary’s Gifts, 31 Gifts, Pampered Chef,
JHilburn and many more.

Thanks to the student performers from North
Dallas High. Thanks to our amazing volunteers
and to Rosemary Rumbley for her wonderful story
telling.
And very special thanks to Mary Kay Henley for
welcoming all to her craftsman cottage and being
our host home for the evening.
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Yard of the Month
Welcome to the neighborhood Dean Sives and
Bethany Hey. Their new home at 5528 Willis has
been turned overnight into the sparkling 1921
Craftsman it deserves to be by this young energetic
couple who bought the
property in July. By
November they had
it ready to be deemed
Yard of the Month.
They did virtually all
the work by themselves,
with an assist from family and friends. Bethany
grew up in Arlington and Dean has settled here
from New Jersey. They both love the area and
moved here from their residence at The Kirby. On
December 7, Peaches, a goldendoodle will join the
household when she is eight weeks old.

2013 Board of Directors
President - Mark Rieves
Vice President - Selena Urquhart
Secretary - Debbie Simurda
Members at Large:
Allan Cano, Alun Urquhart, Anton
Skowronski, Beth Bentley, Laura Gaudet,
Mary Kay Henley, Will Short
The Vickery Place Neighborhood News is published by
Vickery Place Neighborhood Association.
For sponsorship rates and information
email info@vickeryplace.org

For newsletter article submissions or questions
email: newsletter@vickeryplace.com
Like us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/VickeryPlace
Find us online at VickeryPlace.org

So how was all this accomplished in such record
time? With headlamp beaming, blower going,
Dean cleared the backyard at all hours of the
night, hoping no one would turn him in as a
trespasser. The yards front and back lacked grass
and landscaping. Now both are green from the rye
grass seeding. The slate that forms edging and
flower boxes was all found buried in that oncebarren backyard. There was even enough for an
extension to the deck in the back and a fire pit.
Dean added mums in the front and gloxinia in the
back for color. Asked what his favorite plant is, he
was quick to say “chrysanthemums”. The gorgeous
purple bushes facing the street attest to what a lot
of color this fall favorite can bring to a yard.
Dean and Bethany did their homework and were
quick to say they would have a green yard year
round with rye seeding in winter until about April
and then Bermuda grass for the summer months.
North Haven Gardens awards each Vickery Place
Yard of the Month winner a gift card for $50.
Congratulations Dean and Bethany!
~by Yard of the Month committee: Debbie Simurda
& Mary Kay Henley
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Sign up for
neighborhood
crime watch &
e-newsletter emails
at VickeryPlace.org

