
MARCH GENERAL MEETING: ‘NO PARKING’ SIGN BUILDING 

Date: Wednesday, March 14
Time: 6:00pm

Place: 5618 Richard Avenue, home of Will & Anna Short
***Please note change of date, time & place for this month’s meeting***

It is that time of year again, when Leprechauns appear and Lower 
Greenville turns into a sea of GREEN! The 2012 annual Lower 
Greenville Merchants Association’s St. Patrick’s Day block party will 
take place Saturday, March 17th (St. Patrick’s Day!) on Greenville 
Avenue between Vanderbilt and Vickery. The City has designated 
‘No Parking’ areas with signs placed generally on the north side of Vickery Place streets.

Grab your hammer and join your neighbors! All Vickery Place 
residents are invited to help build the St. Pat’s ‘No Parking’ 
signs on Wednesday, March 14, 5618 Richard Avenue, at 6:00pm 
(or as soon as you can get there). With approximately 300+ 
signs to assemble, all extra hands and hammers are welcome!  
Pizza, beer & sodas will be provided.  

Signs will be placed in curbs Thursday evening (48 hours prior 
to the event). However, the parking restriction does not go into 
effect until Saturday morning.  

A word of caution: Remove your car from the NORTH SIDE 
of the street before St. Patrick’s Day morning, and tell your 
neighbors to do the same. Cars parked in violation of the 
no-parking plan will be towed. There will be no exception for 
residents.  

One order of business will be addressed at this meeting, a vote 
on the proposed VPNA bylaws revisions. Due to the fact that the 
revisions are rather extensive, the full text could not be printed 
in the newsletter. To view the proposed bylaws in full, visit  
www.vickeryplace.org, or email info@vickeryplace.org for the printed 
version.
 
 

Daylight Saving Time Reminder:  Daylight Saving Time 
starts on Sunday, March 11, 2012; clocks are turned forward 
one hour at 2:00am Sunday morning.

Bulky Trash
Week of the 2nd Monday
Don’t Set Out Trash Before

Thursday, March 8
Pick Up Week
March 12-16

Weekly Trash 
& Recycling Pick-up

Every Monday
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MARCH GENERAL MEETING
Next VPNA General Meeting 

will be Wednesday, 
14th March, 6:00pm

at 5618 Richard Avenue



EXTRA, EXTRA…READ ALL ABOUT IT!
We’d like to take a moment to recognize those who 
give the “extra” time to help spread the Vickery 
Place News, namely our newsletter distributor 
and the newsletter carriers. 

From the printer to the front doorsteps of Vickery 
Place residents, your volunteer commitment each 
month is invaluable—we certainly couldn’t get 
the word out without your assistance. Whether 
you are new to the task, or have been doing it for 
many years, thank you for your continued help. It 
is greatly appreciated!

Newsletter Distributor: Greg & Beth O’Shea
Newsletter Carriers: Marilyn and Dan Allen, Will 
Short, Jeanine Baish, Linda Baker, Beth Bentley, 
Wally Bettes, Meghan Cuddihy, Marcella Duque, 
Nina Carroll, Jeri Limrock, Candy Hearne, Boyd 
Kalka, Emily Hargrove, Jake and Tanya Musick, 
Jayme Nourallah, Andrea Crane, Lisa Rab, 
Marcos Resendez, Debbie and Andy Simurda, Bob 
Sullivan.

VPNA St. Pats Fundraiser  

Getting ready for your St Patrick’s Day event?

Consider buying some of your swag from Vickery 
Place. We have beads, bangles, boas, dog bandanas 
and custom koozies designed to fit those red solo 
cups. Stay tuned to our Facebook page, Vickery  
Place Insider Emails and updates from
www.vickeryplace.com.  

All proceeds help fund special 2012 events, National 
Night Out Against Crime, and monthly general 
meetings. Find out more at www.vickeryplace.com

NEW VPNA TREASURER
Greg O’Shea Appointed as New VPNA Treasurer

For personal and business reasons, Henley 
Quadling has resigned his position as Treasurer 
of VPNA.  However, Henley will continue to chair 
the Technology Committee and to maintain and 
improve our vickeryplace.com website (which he 
and his wife Wendy built) and research/expand 
our presence in other technologies.  

At our February Board Meeting, the Board 
appointed Greg O’Shea as VPNA Treasurer. Greg 
is a graduate of The College of William & Mary 
in Williamsburg, VA.  He’s also a CPA and has 
his MBA.   He and his wife Bethany have lived in 
Vickery Place for four years and have two children, 
Abby (3) and Lucy (2 months). Previously, Greg 
served on the Crime Watch Committee and for 
the past two years he has been the newsletter 
distributor.  Welcome Greg!

CONGRATULATIONS…IT’S A GIRL!
Vickery Place 
residents Beth & 
Greg O’Shea are 
happy to announce 
the birth of their 
second daughter,
Katherine Lucille 
O’Shea (Lucy). Born  
December  10, 2011,  
she measured 19" 
long and weighed 
in at 6 lbs. 11 oz.  
Lucy is pictured 
here with her big 
sister, three-year-
old Abigail.
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February General Meeting Recap
At our February monthly meeting, Bonnie 
Bradshaw, from 911Wildlife (911Wildlife.com), 
a local Texas company specializing in humane 
residential and commercial animal removal, 
discussed the “other” residents—mainly coyotes 
and foxes—who call Vickery Place home.  

The good news is that these animals are NOT 
the dangerous rabid animals that the local news 
media would sometimes have us believe.  Neither 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), nor the State of Texas have classified 
coyotes or foxes as a human safety risk. 

Coyote attacks on people are extremely rare.  When 
bites do occur (only about five per year and most 
are in California), it is usually due to people hand-
feeding  coyotes.  In contrast, 330,000 people visit 
the emergency room each year due to dog attacks.  
The last person to die from a coyote attack was in 
1981 – again in California and from hand feeding.  
So, the #1 safety rule is: Don’t feed wild animals!

Although coyotes will occasionally prey on free-
roaming cats and small dogs, the fear of coyotes 
or foxes attacking our pets is also greatly 
exaggerated.  For example, cats are more likely to 
be harmed (in order) from cars, diseases, injuries 
suffered from stray dogs and other cats, poisons, 
and uncontrolled breeding.  Coyotes and foxes 
are scavengers. (They do not hunt in packs!) They 
seek out prey that will give the greatest reward for 
minimum risk of injury to themselves.  Therefore, 
they eat mice, rats, squirrels, insects, birds, and 
fruit.  And they especially love the food you leave 
out for your dog and cat!

To keep coyotes and foxes away, do three things:

1. Restrict the food supply. Don’t leave out cat 
and dog food. Eliminate areas and foods that 
attract mice and rats, especially bird seed 
(feed your birds in the morning so that all of 
the seed is gone before nightfall). Pick up fruit 
that has fallen to the ground. (Note that you 
should NOT use mice and rat poisons. Hawks 
and owls eat the poisoned rodents and die.) 

2. Eliminate access to den sites. Fully seal off the 
crawl space under your house and openings under 
your deck and around your shed. Cut back brush 
that provides cover for coyotes or their prey. 

3. Scare them away. Bang metal pot lids together 
to create a loud noise or install a motion-
activated water sprinkler. Use a hose or a 
‘super soaker” water gun and squirt them!

For more information on urban wildlife and rodent 
control, please check out the “Resource Center” 
section of our website at www.vickeryplace.com/
resource-center. 

LAKEWOOD LIBRARY BOOK REVIEWS

March 28, Wednesday, 1:30pm – Local historian 
and raconteur Rose-Mary Rumbley muses about 
“The Book of Lost Books. An Incomplete History 
of All the Great Books You Will Never Read”, 
written by Stuart Kelly. In an age when deleted 
scenes from Adam Sandler movies are saved, it’s 
sobering to realize that some of the world’s greatest 
prose and poetry has gone missing. Ms. Rumbley 
ruminates on this witty, wry and unique new book 
that rectifies that wrong. Part detective story, 
part history lesson, part exposé, The Book of Lost 
Books is the first guide to literature’s what-ifs and 
never-weres.
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Shop Local 
Ken Lampton for RE/MAX M-Streets

Periodically, the VPNA newsletter will feature people 
and businesses who are long-time supporters and 
sponsors of Vickery Place. We are excited to begin this 
series by featuring Ken Lampton. In addition to being 
a long-time sponsor, Ken also helped found VPNA in 
1982.

-----------
“People are the most important part of selling a 
home. When I discovered that, I became a more 
successful realtor. The house is the thing that 
changes hands, but it’s the matching up of yourself 
with the person you serve—that’s what service is 
about,” says Ken Lampton of RE/MAX M-Streets.
Born and raised in Kentucky, Ken’s boyhood dream 
was to be a machinery designer who built things.    
He realized this dream by earning his degree in 
Mechanical Engineering. His first job was building 
drilling equipment for mineral exploration. A job 
opportunity with TI brought Ken to Dallas in the 
1970’s. He soon met his future wife, Jane, a native 
of Oklahoma City who also moved to Dallas for an 
employment opportunity. It was love at first sight.
A move to the marketing group of TI made a 
lasting impression on Ken, specifically the negative 
impact of poor salesmanship. It also opened up 
a new way of looking at the world. Ken left TI in 
1984 and became a licensed realtor in 1985.  He’s 
been focused on east Dallas, from downtown to 
the Lake, ever since. Lampton says, “I believe the 
winter of 2011 was the bottom of the market. We’re 
seeing better communications between buyers and 
sellers which is a great sign that things are slowly 
improving.”

Fighting to Protect the Neighborhoods—The Lamptons 
purchased a 1923 bungalow in the late 1970’s that 
was ready for the bulldozer. DIY renovating over 
the next five years brought the home back to its 
original sparkle. Everything but the fireplace 
mantle was replaced. All the hard work may have 
been meaningless when they received a notice 
advising them about increased retail space in the 
Belmont corridor. They sold their dream bungalow 
and moved to another fixer-upper just a few blocks 
away. Ken feels he owes a lot to Vickery Place. As 
one of the founding members of VPNA in 1982, 
he helped fight a proposed retail development of 
residential land. This fight gave him the knowledge 
and confidence to form the original Belmont 
Neighborhood Association. Ken continues to be an 

active member of all the neighborhood associations 
and conservation districts in the markets he 
services.  

A Different Approach—Technology is considered 
a blessing by this realtor, letting him build his 
business by demonstrating that he’s the realtor 
who can best partner with people in buying or 
selling their home. Look for Ken on Facebook and 
keep an eye out on his web site—you’ll soon be 
seeing creative uses of video for home sales. Ken’s 
also recently introduced food trucks at select open 
houses with great success.  

Tips for Selling Your Home—“ ‘Stop looking for 
the magic potion’ is the best advice I can give to 
anyone who is selling their home. It’s the basics 

like making sure the façade of 
the home is clean, light bulbs 
are working, carpets are clean. 
You don’t have to build a costly 
new patio or spend $5000 on 
landscaping.  It still amazes me 
that people forget to take care of 

the basics”, says Lampton.
www.m-street-dallas.com

-By Debbie Simurda, VPNA Secretary
Debbie@vickeryplace.com

LIVING WATER INTERNATIONAL  
FUNDRAISER

On March 26th Vickery Place residents Isabelle 
and Katherine Adams are hosting a fundraiser for 
Living Water International, at Elevation Burger, 
8611 Hillcrest Road, Suite 195. A portion of sales 
will  help build a water well in Africa. To particpate 
all you need to do is mention that you are there 
for the Living Water International fundraiser. 
The event runs from 11am until they close.
 

OTHER WAYS TO get IN TOUCH
The QR Code here (short for 
Quick Response Code) is a great 
shortcut to the Vickery Place 
website. Just take a snap with 
your smartphone! You can also 
text VPNA to 22828 to join our 
email list.
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VPNS BYLAWS REVISED
Our revised bylaws are complete. At the March 
General Meeting and St. Patty’s ‘NO PARKING’ 
sign building party (Wednesday, March 14, 6:30pm, 
at the home of Anna & Will Short, 5618 Richard 
Avenue), we will present the bylaws  to the 
membership and vote on their approval. 
One of our main objectives for this year is to obtain 
the IRS Section 501(c)(3) status as a “Not for Profit 
Organization.” This designation will allow VPNA 
to accept tax-deductible donations from residents 
and businesses so we can better serve the needs of 
our neighborhood. Last year, our initial application 
to the IRS was returned because our association’s 
bylaws were not specific enough for a “Not for Profit 
Organization” (although we have always been 
registered and recognized by the State of Texas as 
a Non-Profit Corporation). To remedy this, we had 
to revise the bylaws.
During the revision process, we reviewed the bylaws 
of several other local neighborhood associations 
and it became clear that we should update and 
add to other areas as well. With these needs and 
requirements in mind, and with the assistance 
of two local attorneys who have experience 
in neighborhood associations and/or 501(c)(3) 
corporations, our bylaws have been updated to 
accomplish the following main objectives:
(A) Enable us to acquire IRS 501(c)3 status.
(B) Protect our Association by better defining and 
clarifying our policies, procedures and operating 
standards. Included in this area are enhanced 
definitions, clarifications and rules governing  
Board Members when possible “conflict of interests” 
exists in cases before the board.
(C) Define and Incorporate our digital assets 
(website, Facebook presence, email lists, etc.) into 
our communication strategy and specify editorial 
command and control of all print and digital media 
assets.  
Since space in this newsletter is both limited and 
cost prohibitive, we have published the new bylaws 
on our website in the “Resource Center” section at 
www.vickeryplace.com/resource-center. We have 
also posted this article and links to the new bylaws 
on our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
VickeryPlace. Vickery Place residents can request 
a copy by sending an email to info@vickeryplace.
org. If you don’t have email, please send a letter to 
VPNA, PO Box 720192, Dallas, TX 75372 and we 
will deliver a copy to your house.

Vickery Place sign topper updates
The contest to design our new sign topper has come 
to an end.  Thank you to all of our residents for 
your efforts and contributions.  After the vote was 
taken at the February general meeting, the winner 
of the contest is the design shown in the following 
rendering:  

Since this design is radically different from other 
sign toppers around town, we are unsure of the 
feasibility of the design from a financial standpoint.  
Therefore, the membership also voted on an 
alternate design.  See below.

By next month we hope to have an estimate of the 
total cost for the project, as well as confirmation for 
which design will be installed.  Both a “Conservation 
District” version and a simpler “Vickery Place” 
version will be installed around Vickery Place, for 
an estimated total of 85 new signs.

-By Will Short
 

TIETZE SHRED!
Don’t burn up your shredder!  The on-site Document 
Shredding Event/Fundraiser for Tietze Park will 
take place on Saturday, March 31, 9:00am, at the 
Skillman Church of Christ, 3014 Skillman Street 
(beside Tietze Park).  $7 for up to 30 lbs/$5 for each 
additional 30 lbs; Seniors 65+, $5 each 30 lbs. of doc-
uments. Friends of Tietze Park Foundation is a reg-
istered 501(c)3 organization, www.tietzepark.org.
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PET OF THE MONTH
This is Archibald Leach. Originally named for Cary 
Grant, Archie was born in May, 2005 in Petaluma, 
C a l i f o r n i a .  
He has 
been nearly 
everywhere 
in his six and 
a half years.  
He learned 
to swim in 
the Pacific 
Ocean where 
he lived 
in Venice, 
C a l i f o r n i a 
and then he 
learned how 
to negotiate 
the snows of 
Chicago.  His 
mixed energy and love of kids helped him 
become a certified therapy dog in Chicago where 
he helped students with disabilities in local rehab 
centers and group homes. If you know Archie, you 

can hear his “happy song”—a combination howl 
and bark that he uses to encourage neighbors 
to come over and say hi. In addition to hunting 
squirrels, Archie also loves to play and run with 
the boys next door, Gabby and Andreas. Give us 
a shout out when you see us walking around the 
neighborhood. 
-Submitted by Becca Dixon 

DALLAS BLOOMS – March 3 - April 8
This year marks the 28th anniversary of the 
Dallas Arboretum’s nationally-acclaimed floral 
festival Dallas Blooms, featuring 500,000 spring-
blooming bulbs including tulips, daffodils, Dutch 
Iris and hyacinths, in addition to 100,000 pansies, 
violas, poppies and thousands of other spring 
annuals and perennials. During the festival, over 
100 Cherry Blossom trees bloom for a ten day 
period. Then the finale of this spring celebration 
is the mass flowering of the garden’s collection 
of 6,000 azaleas that bloom through the end of 
April. For more info, visit dallasarboretum.org.

  Christopher
           

 Find Your Fitness

Christopher York was not a swimmer 
two years ago. � e best he could do was 
tread water. Now he swims circles around 
competitors in triathlons. 

For aspiring athletes, or anyone who 
wants to be faster, stronger and ahead of 
the game, personalized training 

is a stroke of genius.

50% off the enrollment 
fee when you join, or join 
with a friend and both 
receive 75% off. 

Call 214.820.7872 or visit 
LandryFitness.com 

swam a half mile

  in 17 minutes     

©2012 BHCS  VP CE 02.12

We’re on Facebook 
and Twitter! 
Follow us!



MARCH YARD OF THE MONTH
John Paul Russell moved into his circa 
1923 brick home at 5253 Richard Avenue 
several years ago and immediately started 
his renovations on the kitchen, bathroom 

and exterior.  When 
John Paul married 
his wife Stacie last 
April she made the 
garden her project.  

This winter, the couple took advantage of the 
unseasonably warm and spring-like weather 
and planted numerous purple, white and 
green curly leafed ornamental kale, hundreds 
of pansies, azaleas and Italian cypress trees.  
Flowering kale and pansies are thriving 
from the balmy winter temperatures and 
are spilling over the stonework that borders 
the flowerbeds. The couple looks forward 
to planting more annuals as the weather 
continues to improve and spring approaches.  
The Russells will receive a $50 gift card from 
North Haven Gardens as their prize.
-Anna Short, Beautification Committee Chair

2012 Board of Directors
President – Mark Rieves

Vice-President – Selena Urquhart
Treasurer – Greg O’Shea

Secretary – Debbie Simurda 
Members at Large:

Beth Bentley 
Allan Cano

Julie Do
Mary Kay Henley

Will Short  

The Vickery Place Neighborhood News is published by 
the Vickery Place Neighborhood Association.

For sponsorship rates and infornation  
email info@vickeryplace.org
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For newsletter article submissions or questions  

email: newsletter@vickeryplace.com

Like us on Facebook at  
www.facebook.com/VickeryPlace 
 

Find us online VickeryPlace.org
 

Sign up for neighborhood crime watch and  
e-newsletter emails at VickeryPlace.org


