NATIONAL NIGHT OUT This Week!
Our annual neighborhood National Night Out
Against Crime Block Party is this Tuesday,
October 7th from 6:30pm-8:30pm on Glencoe
between Miller and Willis.
Join us for another great performance by neighbor Salim Nourallah, food trucks Ruthies and Jo
Dawgs, Pop Star Popsicles, Wackym’s Cookies,
beverage from our friends at Lakewood Brewery,
and more. Bring cash for the raffle! There are some
great prizes offered by local vendors. Come out and
get to know your neighbors and support the neighborhood crime watch efforts.

September Meeting Recap
Urban Genealogy
Historian, archivist, author and past manager of
the Special Collections of the Dallas Public Library
Texas/Dallas History & Archives, Carol Roark, presented the many tools available through the Dallas Library to research the history of your house.
Many of these resources are accessible from your
home computer—all you need is a library card to
get started!
One key database available online is The
Dallas Morning News Historical Archive 18851977. You can search by dates, events, people,

Next VPNA General Meeting
Tuesday October 7th 6.30 to 8.30
Glencoe between Miller & Willis

addresses, even look at real estate ads—which
often yield pertinent information related to your
house, neighborhood or the building you are researching. Other resources found at the downtown library include City Directories, City Permit
Books, Sanborn maps, photo collection and newspaper clipping files. It is sort of like a jig-saw puzzle—when all the pieces start fitting together, you
begin to see a pretty accurate picture of the history
of your house. But, be forewarned, it is addictive!
Thank you Carol for this very informative presentation—it surely inspired any research enthusiast!
And a big thanks to Preservation Dallas for
providing the meeting space.

Dallas Bike Plan on McMillan
The City is actively implementing the 2011 Dallas Bike Plan. Beginning this fall the City plans to
install bicycle transportation facilities on
McMillan between Ellsworth and Henderson.
The proposed design includes installing dedicated bicycle lanes and NO PARKING signs from
Ellsworth to Richmond and sharing lanes marked
from Richmond to Henderson. Key intersections
will have upgraded crosswalks to raise driver
awareness and improve safety. For additional
information contact Jared White at 214-670-4090
or jared.white @dallascityhall.com.
Bulk Trash
Week of the 2nd Monday
Don’t Set Out Trash
Before: Thursday, October 9th
Pick Up WeekOctober 13th to 17th
Weekly Trash & Recycling Pick-up
Every Monday
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Mata Montessori

to Montessori as they can possibly be. Even Maria
Montessori, herself, would approve.

Vickery Place, and East Dallas as a whole, has a
new school of choice that opened this fall. Mata
Montessori is DISD’s newest addition, backed
wholeheartedly by parents and the community, as
a whole.

As for the families and students, many left very
high performing elementary schools in the Woodrow Wilson feeder pattern to attend Mata. Parent
involvement is already quite high. When the discussion of opening Mata Montessori started last
year, many people thought that no one would leave
the high performing, albeit overcrowded, existing
schools to attend a new, untested school. Thankfully, those skeptics were wrong and the school
reached its attendance goal and is currently at capacity.

Mata Montessori is housed in a school that is a
former 4th and 5th grade center at the corner of
La Vista and Grand, directly behind the Hollywood/Santa Monica neighborhood. The principal,
Claudia Vega, was the principal before the school’s
transition to Montessori and she has taken on the
challenge in the most admirable way. Her school
is run as efficiently as an older, more established
school but with the enthusiasm and progressiveness of a new school.

The primary classrooms have a lead teacher and
an aid with around 20 students and the lower
elementary classes have one teacher and between

Her staff and faculty are 95% new and it is apparent by their attitudes that they are so excited to be
there at the birth of Mata Montessori. The teachers
have been given substantial scholarships to attend
AMI (American Montessori International) certification programs. AMI is the highest certification
that can be achieved in the Montessori method of
teaching. The teachers have completed a good portion of the intensive certification and have ongoing
classes throughout the school year. Their teaching
methods and the classroom materials are as true

20 to 22 students. Currently, the school has classes
for pre-K to 2nd grade. The primary grades of pre-k3,
pre-k4, and Kindergarten are in mixed aged classrooms. Then, the lower elementary grades of 1st and
2nd are in classrooms together. Next year they will
add 3rd grade to the lower elementary classrooms.
The following year 4th grade will start the upper
elementary program, and so on, with the projected
plan to have the school go through 8th grade.
Mata Montessori is off to an amazing start, and with
the resources the school has on-hand, mixed with
the palpable enthusiasm of everyone involved, this
school is destined to be a hugely important asset for
Vickery Place families and all of East Dallas.
For more information about how to attend Mata
Montessori next year, please go to
http://www.dallasisd.org/Domain/554

Grassroots Effort

Robert E. Lee Elementary PTA Presents:
Out of this World Carnival
Where: Robert E. Lee campus at 2911 Delmar Ave
When: Nov. 8, 2014, 11:00am to 4:00pm

Lawns are one of the biggest water-wasters, and,
ironically, most people water them more than is
needed. How much water does your lawn really need?

$20.00 wristband to play all games. Does not include
food & silly string.

•
•
•
•

Fun, games, student performances, Aliens, Superheroes and More

Tall Fescue every 4 days
St. Augustine every 5 days
Bermuda every 7-10 days
Buffalo grass every 2-3 weeks

Source: City of Dallas Water Utilities

In & Out Burger food trucks will be on-site from
11:30am - 1pm
$5 advance ticket sales for the “Out of this World”
Burger, chips & a drink will be available at the Robert E. Lee Elementary PTA table during VPNA’s
National Night Out Block Party.
Proceeds support the Robert E. Lee Elementary PTA

Red River Rivalry weekend
The weekend of October 11th is the annual TX/OU
weekend. Activities on Lower Greenville, downtown areas, the State Fair and various locations
surrounding our neigbhood will be impacted by the
traffic, crowds and activities.
Weekend activities include the Red River Rally at
Pegasus Plaza, 1500 Main, the Reunion Arena Green
Space, the Red River Showdown 5K run. (The 5K
starts on Riverfront to Corinth, across the Corinth
Street Bridge, follow the Santa Fe Trail along the
Trinity River and back to South Riverfront.)
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Where do we vote?
Tuesday, November 4th is Election Day. The polls
are open 7am-7pm. With the closing of Vickery
Towers, long-time polling location for Vickery Place
neighbors, a new location has yet to be determined.
The election department has been in the process
of changing out the election day polling locations
for everything between Central Expressway and
Skillman Avenue, south of Mockingbird and north
of Ross.
Election Day precinct locations are still being finalized. Please check the VPNA website for election
day information and the VPNA webpage will have
info on polling precincts at November 4th.
Precinct 1017 - JFK Learning Center 1802 Moser
Avenue (across Henderson from Sprouts)
Precinct 1120 - JFK Learning Center 1802 Moser
Avenue (across Henderson from Sprouts)
Precinct 2038 - Greenland Hills Methodist
Church 5835 Penrose Avenue
Your precint number is indicated on the front of
your Voters’ Registration card.

ELECTION DAY: NOVEMBER 4, 2014
There’s an election coming up in November, and it
promises to be a l-o-n-g ballot. In addition to all the
party contests, the City of Dallas has nine charter
amendment propositions going before the voters.
Here’s the wording that will be on the ballot for the
Dallas Charter Propositions
PROPOSITION NO. 1 Requiring Additional
Disclosures on Ballots for Bond Programs.
Shall Chapter XXI, Section 2 of the Dallas City
Charter be amended to require that the ballot for
the approval of a bond program must state the
amount of bond issuance authorization, estimated amount of repayment including principal and
interest based on current market conditions, and
the purpose of the bonds?
PROPOSITION NO. 2 Revising Restrictions as
to City Officials and Employees and Exempting
Board and Commission Members from Certain

Restrictions Involving City Contracts.
Shall Chapter XXII, Section 11 of the Dallas City
Charter, which prohibits city officials and employees from having a financial interest in city
contracts, be amended to exempt ownership of an
interest of not more than 10 percent in a mutual or common fund; exempt non-negotiated, form
contracts for general city services or benefits if the
city services or benefits are made available to the
city official or employee on the same terms that
they are made available to the general public; and
exempt board and commission members, but
require that they comply with conflict of interest
and ethics provisions in state law or the city code?
PROPOSITION NO. 3 Allowing Certain Changes
to the Thoroughfare Plan Without Mailing Notice
to Adjacent Property Owners
Shall Chapter XV, Section 8 of the Dallas City
Charter be amended to allow changes to the Thoroughfare Plan that affect any area larger than one
square mile and that does not increase the dimensional classification of a thoroughfare to be noticed
through an alternate notice authorized by city
council?
PROPOSITION NO. 4 Amending the Provision for
Nondiscrimination in City Employment
Shall Chapter XVI, Section 16(a) of the Dallas City
Charter be amended to include color, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity and
expression, genetic characteristics, national origin, disability, and military or veteran status as
additional classes for nondiscrimination in city
employment?
PROPOSITION NO. 5 Requiring the City Council to Set the Annual Budget for the City Auditor
Directly
Shall Chapter XI, Section 2 of the Dallas City
Charter be amended to require that the City Council shall set the annual budget for the city auditor’s
office directly, rather than as a component of the
city manager’s budget?
PROPOSITION NO. 6 Revising the Redistricting
Process
Shall Chapter IV, Section 5 of the Dallas City Charter be amended to revise the redistricting process

to provide for appointment of the redistricting commission after the federal decennial census data are
available; require that a person appointed to the
redistricting commission be a registered voter; set
guidelines for drawing district lines; prohibit city
councilmember contact with redistricting commissioners regarding the redistricting process, except
in open meetings; and require a written explanation, 72 hours public notice, and a three-fourths
vote for city council to modify the district map proposed by the redistricting commission?
PROPOSITION NO. 7 Municipal Judges and
Board and Commission Members Must Resign to
Run for Other Offices
Shall Chapter III, Section 17 and Chapter VIII,
Section 4A of the Dallas City Charter be amended
to clarify that the prohibition on running for other
offices applies to municipal judges, all board and
commission members, including Dallas Area Rapid
Transit (DART) board members and Dallas/Fort
Worth (DFW) International Airport board members; and to clarify that a municipal judge automatically resigns if the judge announces that he/
she is a candidate for an elected office?
PROPOSITION NO. 8 Increasing Compensation
for the Mayor and Councilmembers
Shall Chapter III, Section 4(a) of the Dallas City
Charter be amended to increase compensation
for councilmembers to $60,000, effective upon the
swearing in of city council members in June 2015,
and for the mayor to $80,000, effective upon the
swearing in as mayor of an individual who did not
hold the office of mayor on November 4, 2014?
PROPOSITION NO. 9 Technical Amendments
to Conform to State Law, City Code, and Actual
Practices; to Correct Terms; to Correct Spelling; to
Clarify Language, and to Correct Cross-References
Shall Chapter III, Section 6; Chapter III, Section
10; Chapter III, Section 11; Chapter III, Section
17; Chapter III, Section 19; Chapter III, Section
20; Chapter XI, Section 4; Chapter XI, Section
5; Chapter XI, Section 6; Chapter XI, Section 8;
Chapter XI, Section 11; Chapter XI, Section 13;
Chapter XV, Section 1(2); Chapter XV, Section 7;
Chapter XVI, Section 12(a), Chapter XVI, Section
12(c); Chapter XVI, Section 16(d); Chapter XIX,
Section 1; Chapter XX, Section 2; Chapter XX, Sec-

tion 11; Chapter XXII, Section 1; Chapter XXII,
Section 11; and Chapter XXIV, Section 13(a) of
the Dallas City Charter be amended to conform to
state law, conform to the city code, match actual
practices, correct terms, correct spelling, clarify
language, correct cross-references, and other technical amendments?

Register to vote
To vote in Texas, you must be registered. Simply
fill out a voter registration application and mail it
at least 30 days before the election date. You can
find a link to a registration application online at
http://votetexas.gov/register-to-vote/

Early Voting locations
Early Voting takes place Monday Oct 20 – Oct 31
Bold entries below are close to VPNA, although
voters can vote at any early voting station
Hours vary, for more information go to
www.DallasCountyVotes.org
Bethany Lutheran Church
Churchill Recreation Center
Cockrell Hill City Hall
Crosswinds High School
DeSoto Town Center Library
Duncanville Library
Eastfield College Pleasant Grove Campus
El Centro College - West Campus
Grauwyler Park Rec Ctr
Irving City Hall
J. Erik Jonsson Library
Josey Ranch Library
Lakeside Activity Center
Lancaster Veterans Memorial Library
Lochwood Library
Marsh Lane Baptist Church
Martin Luther King Core Bldg
Martin Weiss Recreation Center
Mountain Creek Library
Oak Cliff Sub-Courthouse
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
Records Building (Main)
Richardson Civic Center
Richland College - Garland Campus
Rowlett City Hall Annex

OCTOBER Yard of the Month
Watch for the Vickery Place Neighborhood
Association’s October Yard of the Month
winners sign in the yard of 5600 Miller.
Mike and Rachel Thomason live in the
Craftsman bungalow with new daughter
Vivian who arrived on June 28 and join the
family with mixed breed chi Grettie and
Libbie the cat. The distinctive front yard
is xeriscape with many drought resistant
plants for water conservation .
Mike says that xeriscaping is the guiding
principle for the yard’s design. Blue Grama
(“Blonde Ambition”), Weeping Lovegrass
and purple fountain grasses grace a native
stone path. Perennials were chosen both
for drought tolerance and visual interest.
Foundational perennials include Blackfoot
Daisies, Coreopsis, Gregg’s Mistflower,
Prairies Coneflower (“Mexican Hat”),
Zexmenia and Moss Verbena. Annual Texas
Poinsettias fill in the gaps by mid-summer.
Mike is stymied when asked which is his
favorite plant, but for the current year would
choose the Shining coneflower. It is about
six feet tall, blooms for two months and
attracts tons of bee and other interesting
critters. Runner up is the slightly thirstier
Summer Phlox near the porch that blooms
all summer and makes the Thomasons feel
especially at home.
Xeriscape
expansion
plans
include
enlarging the existing beds and in Mike’s
words “pretty much eliminating the front
lawn”. His vision includes a winding buffalo
grass path from Worcola to the stone path.
Mike concludes with “garden plans are
meant to be changed...we will just have to
see!”
Congratulations Mike and Rachel on the
beautiful addition to your family with the
birth of Vivian, and upon your selection as
VPNA Yard of the Month. As with every
winner, the Thomasons will receive a $50
gift card from North Haven Gardens.
-Beautification Committee: Mary Kay
Henley and Debbie Simurda

Plant the

Flavors
of

Fall!

Grow fruit, garlic, greens & more!
7700 Northaven Rd. (Just West of 75)
Open Daily  214-363-5316
NHG.com
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2014 Board of Directors

President - Selena Urquhart
Vice President - Beth Bentley
Secretary - Allan Cano
Treasurer - Michael Jones

Members at Large:
Anna Short, Anton Skowronski, Janet Morris,
Pam Thomas, Salim Nourallah, Will Short
The Vickery Place newsletter is published by
Vickery Place Neighborhood Association.
Editor: alun@vickeryplace.com
For sponsorship rates and information email
info@vickeryplace.org

