FRIENDS OF TIETZE
PARK

JULY GENERAL
MEETING

Tietze Park, a 9-acre gem in East
Dallas (located on Skillman
Avenue between Llano and
Vanderbilt Streets) was acquired
in 1924 by the City of Dallas when
it was on the northeast fringe of
town.

Date: Thursday, July 14
Time: 7:00 PM
Place : Vickery Towers at Belmont &
Greenville Avenue
Author, Actress,
Historian,
Dallas's most
sought after
Raconteur RoseMary Rumbley
returns to VPNA
Come hear Dr. Rumbley entertain us
with stories from her brand new book,
Strolling Through the Park (a history of
Dallas City Parks). Ever wonder who
were Mr. Tietze, Bishop Garret, and
Virginia Belcher? Find answers to
these questions and more as Dr.
Rumbley takes you inside the
bathhouse as only she can.

Today Tietze Park is one of the
most popular parks in Dallas, but is
showing signs of wear and tear. In
1999, a Master Plan was
developed by the Parks and
Recreation Department and the
Lakewood Heights Neighborhood
Association, which would revise
the park layout and result in a new
playground, relocated and
improved basketball field, and
reconstructed tennis courts. The Department identified over $2 million
dollars in additional funding needed to implement the Master Plan, which
did not include any new facility construction.

Bring a friend, bring a neighbor and
join us for a rollicking ride down
memory lane.

Thus, a group of neighborhood
residents formed the Friends of
Tietze Park Foundation. The
foundation is dedicated to the
improvement, preservation and
continued beautification of Tietze

Sample treats from Lower Greenville
Avenue's newest sweet shop,
Society Bakery and sign up for a
chance to win this month's door prize.

Park. You can help in a couple of different
ways: Friends of Tietze Park Foundation offers Memberships starting at
$25 or Incribed Bricks starting at $50.

Bulky Trash/Basura Abultado
Don’t Set Out Trash Before:
Thursday, July 7

Just go to their website:
www.neighborhoodlink.com/org/
tietzepark to find out more.

Pick Up Week:
July 11 - 15
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July 14th
General Meeting
Rose-Mary Rumbley
August 2nd
National Night Out
See NNO Page 4 - 5

JUNE GENERAL MEETING RECAP – TEARDOWNS AND CONSERVATION:
About 30 VP residents came out for our June General Meeting. Neighbors chatted with one another prior to the
meeting’s start over pizza slices courtesy of Vinny’s Pizza.
Ken Lampton, founding member of Vickery Place Neighborhood Association and
East Dallas realtor, started off the meeting with an informative presentation on
how builder activity and teardowns have influenced property values in the area.
It all boils down to supply and demand—a property is only worth as much as a
person is willing to pay for it. As land values keep rising, making older homes
prime for tear down, builders have to pay more and more for these lots. In order
to still make their margin of profit, they have to build a bigger home (more square
ft.) thus charging more for the end product. At some point this cycle will reach
its peak—lots built out to the max.

Leif Sandberg and VP resident

Ken Lampton

Leif Sandberg, from the City of Dallas Planning Department showed us a slide
show illustrating the Conservation District process. He stated that Vickery Place
definitely meets the criteria to become a Conservation District. Currently, Hillside
neighborhood (behind Hillside Village at Abrams & Mockingbird) is finalizing their
CD ordinance, before submitting it to the Planning Commission and City Council for
approval. Vickery Place is to follow with a Conservation District feasibility study.
Leif reviewed some building standards to consider when developing our CD
ordinance, such as height of homes/stories, front & side setbacks, lot coverage,
architectural style, materials used, and garage location.

Tracey Keimer

Both Ken and Leif addressed questions and concerns voiced by neighbors.
Janet Tharp, Interim Assistant Director for Comprehensive Planning, was also
on hand to answer any City or zoning concerns.
Keith Allen, our IPC officer, gave us an update on crime activity in and around
Vickery Place—he plans to make an appearance at our National Night Out
event Tuesday, August 2.
The door prize drawing donated by Cox Locks wrapped up the evening—the
lucky winner was Karla Adams. Thank you all for your participation!

Officer Keith Allen with Nancy
Moore and VPNA board
member Lindsey LeCuyer

MAY CRIME STATS:
CRIME
THEFT
THEFT
SEX OFFN
BURGLARY
THEFT
VANDAL
BURGLARY
VANDAL
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
VANDAL
AUTO THEFT
OTHER ASLT
THEFT

DATE
05/04/05
05/05/05
05/06/05
05/07/05
05/07/05
05/07/05
05/08/05
05/11/05
05/14/05
05/14/05
05/14/05
05/14/05
05/16/05
05/16/05
05/16/05

ADDRESS
55XX
28XX
WITHHELD
52XX
28XX
51XX
28XX
25XX
54XX
28XX
51XX
51XX
21XX
53XX
54XX

STREET
RICHARD
HENDERSON
WITHHELD
WILLIS
HENDERSON
MILLER
HENDERSON
MADERA
RICHARD
HENDERSON
○
○
○
○
WILLIS
VICKERY
MADERA
WILLIS
WILLIS

○

○
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○

○

THEFT
THEFT
AG ASSAULT
BURGLARY
THEFT
THEFT
OTHER ASLT
OTHER ASLT
THEFT
THEFT
○
○
○
○
○
○
○
○
ROBBERY
THEFT
OTHER ASLT
THEFT

○

05/17/05
05/19/05
05/20/05
05/21/05
05/23/05
05/25/05
05/27/05
05/27/05
05/27/05
05/27/05
○
○
○
○
○
○
05/28/05
05/29/05
05/30/05
05/30/05

○

28XX
52XX
55XX
55XX
51XX
54XX
53XX
25XX
20XX
53XX
○ ○ ○ ○
55XX
28XX
53XX
55XX

○

○

HENDERSON
BONITA
MILLER
BONITA
WILLIS
WILLIS
MANETT
MADERA
MADERA
WILLIS
○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
BELMONT
HENDERSON
MILLER
BELMONT

○

IS THERE A BUILDER’S SIGN IN THE YARD NEXT DOOR?
(update from May Issue)
The Dallas City Council amended several sections of 30-1 and 30-2 and added Section 30-3.1
to Chapter 30 “Noise” of the Dallas City Code Wednesday, June 8, 2005.
Chapter 30, the City’s Noise Ordinance, has been in place for a number of years and
regulates loud and disturbing noises and certain activities that may produce this type of noise.
Please be advised of the following amendments:
Section 30-1. LOUD AND DISTURBING NOISES AND VIBRATIONS
Vibrations were added to loud and disturbing noises as an offense.
Section 30-2. LOUD AND DISTURBING NOISE AND VIBRATIONS PRESUME OFFENSIVE.
Vibrations were added to paragraph (7) of Section 30-2. The discharge into the open air of the exhaust from any motor
vehicle, except through a muffler or other device that will effectively and efficiently prevent loud and disturbing noises or
vibrations.
Section 30-2, paragraph (8); modified the allowable hours for construction of a building on or adjacent to a residential
use as defined in the Dallas Development Code. Construction of a building allowed:
·
·

Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. (previously 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.)
Saturdays and certain holidays, 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. (previously 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.)

The holidays included in the 8 a.m. start time are: New Year’s Day (January 1); Memorial Day (observed);
Independence Day (July 4); Labor Day (observed); Thanksgiving Day; and Christmas Day.
Construction in or adjacent to a residential use is still prohibited on Sunday.
Section 30-2, added paragraph (13); prohibiting the operation of sound equipment in a motor vehicle in such a manner that
the noise is so audible or causes such a vibration as to unreasonably disturb the peace, quiet, or comfort of another person.
Section 30-3.1; Noise from the Idling of Motor Vehicles.
This section was added. It applies to Commercial Motor Vehicles having a gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) over
14,000 pounds.
Idling is prohibited for more than 10 consecutive minutes on or within 300 feet of a residential use, as defined in the Dallas
Development Code. Both the driver and the person who owns or controls the property where the offense takes place are
responsible.
Nine defenses to prosecution for commercial vehicles that are idling in response to a situation or the vehicle was in:
1.) Traffic signals; 2.) Traffic jams; 3.) A police officer; 4.) Being repaired in an enclosed structure; 5.) Defrosting the
windshield;
6.) A school bus; 7.) Intended for commercial passenger transportation and not idling on a public street or alley; 8.) A
concrete truck while pouring concrete or staging for pouring; 9.) A utility truck idling to provide power as needed to
perform utility work.
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NNO 2005
It’s a Big Street Party
Sure hope that you will come!
There will
be Music
And

Dancing
A Raffle

Food

And

F
U
N
A clown F
a
c
e

Painting

Something for
Everyone
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COUNTDOWN TO NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 2005

The 22nd Annual National Night Out Against Crime Block Party will take
place on Tuesday, August 2nd from 6:30 – 8:30. Every year, on the first
Tuesday in August, neighborhoods around the country sponsor similar
events to foster camaraderie between residents and show our support for
a crime-free neighborhood. As is tradition in Dallas, August 2nd is likely
to be the hottest night of the year, so the event will be held on the shady
5500 block of Vickery!
Come join your Vickery Place neighbors for a fun night that includes,
food, drink and entertainment for all ages. Representatives from the
Dallas Police Department and local civic leaders will be on hand to
provide tips on crime prevention and personal safety. Complimentary
child ID fingerprint and DNA kits will be provided, though the quantity is
limited, so come early to take advantage of this valuable safety tool!
There will also be a moon bounce, clown, and dunk tank. Gifts donated
by local businesses will be raffled, and a great band will entertain us all!

Vickery Place stickers, like the one above, can be
purchased for $5 each. T-shirts are on sale for $10.
You can buy them each month at our

The event is free of charge and open to all Vickery Place residents, friends and families. Food, drinks and raffle
tickets will be available at a small charge. Booth space is also available for a small charge. If you have a craft, sell a
home party product or have information about a service or program that you want to share, set up a booth at National
Night Out.
Volunteers Needed: Help is needed for set-up and clean-up, as well as manning tables during the event. If you can
help out for an hour or so, please let us know by sending an email to info@vpna.org.
~Lindsey LeCuyer

New This Year
The Water Dunk
Tank
Come for a chance to
dunk the
VPNA president

We hope to see all of you at this fun family event!
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JUST A REMINDER!
Vickery Place would like to say “thank you” to Keith Allen, our
ICP officer. Keith has been on hand at our meetings to report on
new happenings within our community and to visit with residents
regarding crime and safety.
As the summer season is now fully underway, and people are
outdoors with yard work, cook outs and other summer activities,
don’t neglect the security of your home.

Shannon and Grant Peters with Callie

When you are out back firing up your grill, make sure that your
front door is locked. When you are out front, make sure your back
gate and back door are secure.

Store lawn equipment in a safe place and out of sight immediately when you are finished working in your yard.
Potted plants, statues and other ornaments are a great addition to your landscape, but make sure that your home is well
lit at night to help prevent them from theft.
When going for a neighborhood walk, lock your door, and not a bad idea to have your cell phone with you.
Keep alleys trimmed and free of growth to help prevent a hiding place for burglars.
BBQ CHICKEN RECIPE:
(This recipe is intended for charcoal based BBQ)
Ingredients:
Chicken (cut in pieces)
Olive Oil
McCormick’s Seasoned Pepper
Lawry’s Seasoned Salt
McCormick’s Hickory Smoked Salt
Fresh Ground Black Pepper
Onion Flakes
Butter or Margarine
The Fire: To cook chicken you need to get the fire fairly hot. The coals should be gray and you should be able to hold your hand
over the grill (4-5 inches) for a few seconds without it being too hot. If you are used to cooking steak, the grill should be “too hot”
to cook steak. This works out perfectly, because you can grill your chicken and then move to steak if you so desire.
Preparing the Chicken: Place chicken in any deep-dish pan. Pour a liberal amount of olive oil over all the chicken. Rub well to
cover chicken. On one side of the chicken sprinkle equal amounts of McCormick’s Seasoned Pepper, Lawry’s Seasoned Salt and
Onion Flakes. Now flip the chicken over and apply equal amounts of freshly ground pepper, McCormick’s Hickory Smoked Salt
and Onion Flakes.
Cooking the Chicken: You want the chicken to be cooked by the smoke and steam created by a closed pit BBQ and not the fire.
Be sure to place the chicken “bone-side” down on the grill for pieces such as chicken breasts or thighs. After placing the chicken
on the grill you will notice that the fire will start to flame. Once all the chicken is on the grill and it is starting to flame up, place the
top on the pit and close all the port holes on the top and bottom of the grill. Leave it closed for 30-60 seconds to kill the flame, and
then open the top and bottom port holes completely. It should smoke like a chimney. After about 4-6 minutes (or longer
depending on size of chicken pieces) you will need to open the grill and flip the chicken. After you flip the chicken over, put a pat
of butter or margarine on top of each piece. This is especially important for boneless/skinless chicken breasts. Depending on the
flames you can either finish the chicken with the top on or off. It should take another 4-5 minutes ( or longer depending on size of
pieces) to finish.
Be sure that the chicken is cooked completely and that the juices run clear. If you use a meat thermometer check to be sure that
the temperature is at least 160 degrees. ~Eric LeBlanc
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SUMMER SAFETY (cont.)
Crime has no season. Criminals are among us year round. However, during the laid
back days of summer, children may have more freedom than they do during the rest of
the year. They may play outside more often and stay out longer. They may spend
more time in parks, recreation centers, camps and other new activities. Talk to your
children and make sure that they know the rules regarding strangers. It is often
thought that sex offenders are opportunists. They well may be. But they are also
predators. They plan their crimes. And they can be anywhere—in our homes, schools,
neighborhoods, churches. Make sure your children are aware of the trickery often
used by these persons to get them in a captive situation, such as “your mother is ill,
your parents sent me to get you, I’ve lost my dog and need your help finding it, I
am lost and I need directions”, etc. Children by nature want to be helpful and they
love to solve a mystery. Remember Nancy Drew and The Hardy Boys? Play out some of the scenarios that a
predator might use to entice your children. The more informed your children, the better chance they have of being
able to sense danger and run screaming from it. But remember, they are children and they need the supervision of a
trusted adult at all times.
Toddlers and pre-school age children are vulnerable to even more harms. Whether they step into the street to retrieve
a ball, walk down the sidewalk across a drive-way, play a game behind a parked car or even climb into an unlocked
car, they are constantly at risk in any area that is not child proofed. Never allow small children to play in the
front yard without constant adult supervision.
Visits to Amusement Parks and water parks are another part of summer fun. Make sure that your family has a plan if
you become separated while at the park. It may sound a little hokey, but outfitting your family in matching, bright
colored T shirts may help you and your children spot each other in a crowd. A whistle on a chain and worn like a
necklace is a good idea for children. If they stray and find themselves separated, the shrill sound of a whistle may lead
you right to the child. Brought up with the cell phone, children may have no idea how to use a pay phone. Teach them
how to use it and how to make a collect call.
New in the medical news, doctors are recommending that children 11 – 19 years old be vaccinated against Bacterial
Meningitis. Bacterial Meningitis is serious and often fatal. Previously this inoculation was given to college kids
because of their close proximity to each other in dorms, but now the age has dropped due to an increase in summer
camps and overnight activities. Ask your doctor.
Last but not least, although sunburn and bug bites may seem trivial compared to some of the previous mentioned
hazards, they, too, can cause serious illness and are sometimes fatal. Make sure that you and your family apply
sunscreen and sun block. There are products for all skin types and ages, even the new sports creams that promise not
to run with perspiration into your eyes and make them burn. Just make sure that they are applied frequently and after
dips in the water. Sunburn is serious and sun exposure is believed to be one of the main causes of skin cancer and is
especially dangerous to children. Mosquitoes are carriers of the West Nile Virus contagious and dangerous to people,
and they are responsible for heartworms in dogs and cats. Use mosquito repellent and other products designed to help
repel these dangerous pests. Deet is the product that prevents 95 percent of bites for up to 9 hours. New this year is
Pecariden, tested to be as effective as Deet. For people who prefer organic products, Lemon eucalyptus is the one to
look for. Also new this year - clothing pre treated with the repellent, Permathrin. Whatever you use to repel bugs,
always read the label and make sure that you are not using a product on your child that is not safe for
children and that you are using it correctly. Ask your vet about Advantage or one of the other repellents for pets.
A few extra precautions could keep you and your family well and safe. Have a super summer.
~Shelia Huffman
SOME NUMBERS YOU MAY WANT TO KEEP CLOSE BY THE TELEPHONE:
If you have an emergency call
911
To report suspicious activity call
911
Other City calls
311
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT HOTLINE 1-800-252-5400
EMERGENCY ANIMAL CLINIC (after hours) 972-994-9110
POISON CONTROL CENTER
1 800 222 1222
7
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Effective, Non-Toxic
Site
Management
Program for
Mosquito Control
DALLAS: WATER
CONSERVATION STARTS
July has arrived, and that means
we’re under watering restrictions
until October.
Summertime is upon us and the
intense heat has many of us
thinking about keeping our lawns
and gardens well-watered. The
city of Dallas kicked off its
summer water conservation
campaign with public service
announcements. Starting
Wednesday (June 1), outdoor
watering will be banned between
10am and 6pm.
The SaveDallasWater.com
website explains everything
including a useful information
sheet.

1. Empty standing water
where possible. Even small
containers such as pot
saucers, old tires and even
soda bottles and cans hold
enough water for mosquito
breeding.
2. Treat water that cannot be emptied with gambusia fish or Bti
(Bacillus thuringiensis ‘Israelensis’) products such as Bactimos
Briquettes or Mosquito Dunks.
3. Homeowners can spray for temporary control adult mosquitoes with
garlic-pepper tea, orange oil pesticides such as Garden-Ville Auntie
Fuego or citronella sprays such as Skeeter D’Feeter.
Broadcast finely ground cedar granules where mosquitoes are a
significant problem.
4. Use organic landscape management to encourage birds, bats, fish,
dragonflies and other beneficial insects.
5. Use skin repellents that contain natural repellent herbs such aloe
vera, eucalyptus, tea tree oil, lavender, vanilla and citronella. Effective
commercial products include Cactus Juice, vanilla and water,
LiceBGone and Cedar-Cide. DEET products should not be used,
especially on children - as is stated on the label.
6. Bug light devices do not work! They kill more beneficial insects than
the pests. The new products that combine carbon dioxide with other
attractants seem to help if the budget allows.
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EXTRA, EXTRA...READ ALL ABOUT IT!
Thank you, newsletter carriers, for delivering the monthly newsletter to your
neighbors. The newsletter is a fantastic source of information about what is going
on in Vickery Place and around town. We do have some unfilled blocks that need
volunteer carriers. If you would like to be a carrier, please contact us at
info@vpna.org. It is a great way to get to know your neighbors, get in an extra few
minutes of exercise and provide a community service. The newsletters are time
sensitive as they announce the meeting time, date, place and topic of the VPNA
general meeting, so they do need to be delivered as soon as possible after you
receive them Hope to hear from you.
YOUNG TALENT AT ROBERT E. LEE ELEMENTARY
Drill Team - The Robert E. Lee Elementary School Drill Team placed 1st, Most Original Routine, at Trustee Ron
Price’s 2nd Annual Cheer Festival held on April 16, 2005 at SMU. The drill team is directed by their second grade
teacher, Ms. Betty Nance.
Ballet Folklorico – The Robert E. Lee Ballet Folklorico, under the direction of Mr. Luis Trejo, won 4 trophies at the
Folklorico Festival of Texas, held at Molina High School on April 1-3, 2005. They competed against schools from all
around Texas and Mexico. 1st Place Award in their Division, High Point Award, 2nd Place Award, 1st Place Award in
Public School Small Group.
The R.E. Lee Ballet Folklorico was invited to Austin College in Sherman, TX on May 1, 2005, to perform in the
Annual Cinco de Mayo celebration hosted by Los Amigos. They would like to thank our local businesses that
sponsored them in Sherman: Terrelli’s, Blue Goose, Cuquitas, Silver Moon, Chuy’s, and Gloria’s.
Choir – Robert E. Lee choir performed at Sandy Lake Fun Fest on May 9 & 10, under the direction of Joanie Singer.
Grades 4-6 placed 2nd in their Division and grades 1-3 placed 1st in their Division.
High School Graduates - Congratulations to VPNA 2005 graduates of Woodrow Wilson High School: Salvador
Gomez Jr. and Ursula Fuentes!
Wow, we have a lot of young talent! Congratulations to all! If you want to brag about any other VPNA students,
please email info@vpna.org or call Beth Bentley, 214 821-0831.

Present this ad for 10% off of Large Pizza Pie
Offer valid through August 2005
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PRESERVATION DALLAS PRESENTS
SUMMER SIZZLERS:
Tuesday July 12, 6–8 pm; New Deal Dallas—City & Federal Projects in Dallas
of the 1930s & 40s: John Slate, Archivist, City of Dallas Thursday July 14, 6–9 pm; Terra Cotta as a Historic Building Material: Josh
Lassere, Architectural Historian.
Saturday July 16, 10 am–Noon; Introduction to Architectural Tile: Susan Toomey
Frost, Collector & Author.
Tuesday July 19, 6–8 pm; Technology & Design of the 20th Century: Daron Tapscott, Architect.
Thursday July 21, 6–8 pm & Saturday July 23, 10 am–Noon; Odd Building Materials of the 20th Century—Petrified
Wood: W. Dwayne Jones, Preservation Dallas & Mary Saltarelli,
Preservation Consultant, Granbury.
Tuesday July 26, 6–8 pm; Kitchens Past & Present: Shalene Kelly, Editor,
Signature Kitchens & Baths. Class will be held at Bulthaup Corporation,
1617 Hi Line Dr., Suite 200, Dallas.
Thursday July 28, 6–8 pm; An Introduction to Historic Rehabilitation Tax
Credits: Julian Adams, Architectural Historian.
Saturday July 30, 10 am–Noon; Care & Maintenance of Historic Trees:
Preservation Trees, Inc. A site visit to a current project is planned.
Tuesday August 2, 6–8 pm; Art & Historic Preservation: Pat Kochan,
Watercolorist
Thursday August 4, 6–8 pm; Modern Dallas—An Introduction to Multi–
Family Residential Design: W. Dwayne Jones, Preservation Dallas.

Again

& Again

If you have an eye for the
unusual and a flair for the
creative, you'll enjoy our
new designer consignment
boutique featuring a unique
collection of furniture, art,
antiques, oriental rugs,
mirrors, lighting and
one of a kind gift items.
Visit us at 5207 Bonita @
Henderson. Open Everyday
11:00 to 6:00 and by
special appointment.
We'd love to consign your
quality furnishings!
Call Leslie at 214-697-6416.
AgainandAgain.com

Thursday August 18, 6–8 pm; Preservation of England’s Country Houses:
Katherine Seale, Preservation Dallas.
Phone Preservation Dallas at 214.821.3290 to book your sessions. The cost
for individual sessions is only $10 for Preservation Dallas members, $15 for
non–members. Or, take advantage of our All–Summer Pass for members
only—cost is $100 for all 12 sessions, so join Preservation Dallas today and
treat yourself
this summer!
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VICKERY PLACE SAYS GOODBYE TO A BELOVED FATHER
Roberto S. Leal, born September 14, 1934, passed away on Fathers’ Day. A
resident of Vickery Place since 1970, he founded Leal’s Masonry, which is still a
family owned business. He was married for 45 years to Rachel H. Leal and is
survived by 7 children, 20 grandchildren, 21 great-grandchildren, and 1 great great
grandchild. Some of the family also resides in Vickery Place. He is also survived
by 3 siblings, 2 of whom live in the area, as well as many friends. Mr. Leal passed
away after a long battle with diabetes. He had a successful kidney transplant in
2000 that gave him 5 more years with his precious family. He will be greatly
missed by family, friends, and neighbors.
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TEXAS GARDENING IN JULY
Plant:
·
Color for fall, such as marigolds, zinnias, aster
·
Tomatoes, peppers, melons and other warm-season vegetables
·
Warm seasonal lawn grasses
Fertilize:
·
If you did not put out an organic lawn fertilizer in June, use it now for all your
planting areas
Prune:
·
The “hips” off of roses to encourage new blooms. Do not prune severely.
·
Spent or dead flower heads on other blooming plants
·
Dead or damaged limbs
Water:
·
Check potted and hanging plants daily, in this heat
·
Lawns and other planting areas should be watered deeply and infrequently to
encourage deep root systems
·
Clean out and refill your bird baths
·
Don’t forget fresh water for your outside animals. In the hottest part of the
day, empty out an ice tray into your dog’s bowl of water. They’ll love you for it.
Pest Control:
·
Webworms! You see them in lots of trees this year. Yuck! If the limb is low
enough for you to safely reach them, cut off the web and destroy it. Otherwise, go
to most any nursery and buy Bt (Bacillus theuringiensis), ask for it by the names
“Bt”, Thuricide, Dipel or Bio-Worm. It contains a beneficial bacteria that destroys
these caterpillars.
Odd Jobs:
·
Make sure all planted and bare soils have at least 3 inches of mulch on them.
This will prevent rapid moisture loss in the soil (making the most of your infrequent
waterings), it impedes weed growth and reduces the temperature in the soil. Use
it liberally!

2005 Board of
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Vice President: Bruce Thomas
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Treasurer: Sara Gustashaw
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Shelia Huffman
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Kurt Schwarz
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Beth Bentley
Shelia Huffman
The Vickery Place Neighborhood
News is published by the Vickery
Place Neighborhood Association.
For advertising rates and
information,
email Vickery Place at
info@vpna.org.

Weeds in Paved Areas - From Howard Garrett, the Dirt Doctor
Weeds can be controlled with non-toxic products. . Forget using black plastic, toxic chemical herbicides, salt and
bleach. Remember one of our primary rules – do nothing to harm the life in the soil. Bleach and toxic chemical herbicides are poor choices, but there are some good ones.
To keep the weeds out of a decorative or utility gravel area, the best approach is to design them out from the beginning
or use organic products later to kill the weeds. Salt, toxic herbicides and bleach should never be used because they
contaminate the soil long term. They also leach into the water stream. To head off the problem, install the gravel in a
thick layer – 6-8” after scraping away all grasses and weeds. For additional control, add a layer of white caliche rock
before putting the gravel on top. Any weeds that grow through the gravel can be sprayed and killed with a mix of 10%
pickling vinegar mixed with 2 ounces orange oil and 1 teaspoon liquid soap or you can use commercial organic herbicides. There are also commercial products now available. Vinegar sprays can also be used to
kill weeds in the cracks in sidewalks and driveways.
Go out (with sunscreen and hat) and get your hands dirty!
Sandi Holmes-Schwedler (sandimholmes@yahoo.com)
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