Fifth annual wine walK
Our Wine Walk will be in lieu of a General Meeting
in May. As of this writing, tickets are nearly sold
out for this year’s Vickery Place Wine Walk. The
event will be Saturday, May 16th, starting at 7pm.
We will email ticket-holders with the route and
post on our facebook page closer to the date. Please
note, the rain date is Saturday, May 30th.

Henderson Complete Streets – 2nd
Public Meeting Recap
Thanks to all participants in the second in the
series of public meetings related to the Henderson Complete Streets project. The focus was two
conceptual designs based on input from the first
meeting in September 2014. Assistant Director of
Strategic Planning Peer Chacko emphasized this
is an interdisciplinary team effort of various city
departments: Neighborhood Vitality & Strategic
Planning, Transportation, Public Works, Street
Services, DART & Storm Water Management,
along with input from business owners, land owners and neighborhood residents.
Based on this input the City presented two design
options, one with bike lanes, the other with medians. While extending the median at US 75 past
Miller Avenue garnered overwhelming supported,

Next VPNA General Meeting
Saturday May 16th, 7pm-10pm
WINE WALK

bike lanes vs. medians for the remainder of the
corridor was split. Medians would calm traffic, but
could make parking and turning more difficult.
Also, if they contain plantings it would be up to
the neighborhoods to maintain. Riding a bike on
Henderson did not seem safe to many, but cyclists
in attendance pointed Henderson is currently
used as a pathway to the Katy Trail, so providing a separate lane would be safer for cyclists and
maintain the flow of traffic.
The intersection at Willis is a major concern for
both pedestrians and motorists. Discussion revolved around lit up/raised crosswalks—at this intersection and others close to clusters of businesses. Stop signs may also provide a safer crossing.
Angled parking instead of perpendicular or parallel parking spaces was discussed. While most liked
the uniformity and ease-of-use of angled parking,
this option would eliminate some retail businesses’
parking spaces. With parking at a premium, all
agreed they did not want to lose any retail parking.
Unfortunately, all of the “wants” cannot be provided as there is a 2.2 million dollar cap on this
project, much towards repaving Henderson. The
engineering team will consider the points/priorities discussed at this meeting to finalize plans for
the project. You may see the two options presented
and join the conversation at www.dallascompletestreets.wordpress.com.
Bulk Trash
Week of the 2nd Monday
Don’t Set Out Trash Before:
Thursday, May 7
Pick Up Week May 11-15
Weekly Trash & Recycling Pick-up
Every Monday
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WATER SAFETY

of unintentional injury-related death.” Accidental drowning typically occurs due to distractions
(people, pets and mobile devices) and contrary to
television and film, drowning is mostly silent.

Written by: Daniel Taylor
It’s nearly summer in Vickery Place and that
means pools will be warm and our kiddos will be
swimming. It is certainly a fun time but also a
time to be prepared. Water safety has never been
a more important issue for our children, especially
in Dallas and in our area.

To help ensure water safety, the goal is to teach
children from a young age how to save themselves
by rolling over into a back float should barriers
(gates & floatation devices) fail or a child enters
water that is too deep to stand. The back float is a
proven method to maintain an open airway while
requiring little energy to maintain. Most children
that are only taught to swim tend to panic if they
cannot reach the side, leading to drowning incidents without proper supervision.

According to the CDC, “Drowning is responsible
for more deaths among children 1-4 than any
other cause except congenital anomalies and fatal drowning remains the second-leading cause

I urge all parents to enroll children into swimming
classes this summer either with us at the Lenny
Krayzelburg Swim Academy (located at the Jewish Community Center, next to Northaven Gardens), or through any reputable swim school that
emphasizes water safety.
For more information on the LKSA, call
214-239-7141 or e-mail dtaylor@jccdallas.org for
more details. www.jccdallas.org/swim
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The things you are passionate about are not random; they are your calling.

Real estate and excellent client representation are what our team is
passionate about! Going above and beyond, regardless of sales price,
is what sets us apart. We would love to help with any of your real
estate needs- buying, selling, new builds and investments.
Visit www.vickiwhitehomes.com or call 214.534.1305

	
  

	
  
Get a Jump on your Summer Tan with a Flawless Spray Tan
from
The Tan Traveller
Mobile tanning provides the ultimate in convenience and
comfort without the dangers of UV exposure.
We offer FDA approved
Eco-certified - top of the line solutions - that are customized to
each client’s skin tone and lifestyle.
$10.00 off our regular price when you mention this ad.
Schedule your appointment today!
214-sexytan
214-739-9826
thetantraveller.com

Dallas Bike Plan/Summer Safety –
April Meeting Recap

ing growth around the house (including the alley,
each property owner is responsible for maintaining
their half) keep bad guys away.

The Contemporary Theater of Dallas provided the
perfect venue for our April 29th meeting.

Thanks to our guest speakers for a very informative evening. And a big thank you to Sue Loncar
(Producing Artistic Director), Miki Bone (Managing Director) and Robin Binford (Technical Director) of the Contemporary Theater of Dallas for
hosting our meeting—we hope to meet there again
in the future. In the meantime, they have some fun
and exciting events planned so check them out!

Dallas Bicycle Transportation guru Jared White
first gave us a quick lesson on what the various
bike symbols on our roads mean and the different
types of bike lanes. He indicated that the “new”
bike lanes on McMillian (Ellsworth to Richmond)
still have to be striped, which he hopes will happen in the next few months. He showed the numerous bike trails throughout Dallas and how
they connect, or will eventually connect. We also
saw a rendering of the planned bike/pedestrian
bridge across Mockingbird—expected to be a reality in the next year or so. If you would like to see
all of the Dallas bike trails, the links will be posted
on our webpage, www.vickeryplace.com.
Officer Keith Allen stated that crime was down
in our neighborhood, but the adjacent commercial
areas are still hot spots. Beware of your surroundings when walking home from local shops and restaurants or going to your parked car. When dining out, do not leave your cell phone on the table
or your purse on the patio railing—an easy grab
for a thief. Do not leave valuables in your car and
keep it locked. Good lighting and less landscap-

Chikungunya
It’s mosquito season and the City of Dallas wants
you to know how to stay safe.
Chikungunya virus (CHIKV) is transmitted to people by mosquitoes. The virus causes high fever and
severe joint pain that start suddenly. It can also
cause headache, muscle pain and rash. CHIKV
does not often result in death, but the symptoms
can be disabling, and some people may get severe
complications. There is no specific medication
available to treat CHIKV and there is not a vaccine to prevent CHIKV. Avoiding mosquito bites is
the key to avoid CHIKV.

DCHHS advises the public to use the clippings. Instead the goal is to water for allowable stress, or
‘4Ds’ to help reduce the chance of being to use as little water as possible to maintain a healthy, attracbitten by a mosquito.
tive turf. To help quantify allowable stress, a range of “normal
stress” (just enough water to stay healthy) to “no stress” (all
• DEET All Day, Every Day: When- the water the turf could use) is utilized.
ever you’re outside, use insect
repellents that contain DEET The sprinkler run times are calculated using the manufacor other EPA approved repel- turer’s specifications for the three most common types of irrilents and follow instructions. gation equipment. Different types of heads have different precipitation rates, meaning they apply water at different rates.
• DRESS: Wear long, loose, and Many modern automatic sprinkler controllers have a “season
light-colored
clothing
outside. adjust” or “water budget” feature.
•
•

DRAIN: Remove all standing wa- The more you are willing to “stress” your turf, by lowering
ter in and around your home. your run times, the more water/money you will save. The ultimate decision on run times is up to you as the property owner.
DUSK & DAWN: Limit outdoor activities during dusk and dawn hours
when mosquitoes are most active.

Seasonal Watering
How much do I need to water? That’s a
good question!
Landscape irrigation should be considered as the replacement of water that
has been lost to evaporation and that
has been used by the plant material
in your yard. The amount of water required to meet the needs of your yard
changes with the type of plant material
and with the weather. Since “warm season turf” is the most common plant material in the Dallas area, it will be used
as the basis for irrigation watering.
The water requirement for turf is based
on a scientific measure of a plant’s water demand for maximum production,
based on weather conditions. This requirement is then adjusted for the particular type of plant, which in this case
is warm season turf. To calculate the local water requirement, 26 years of historical data for the Dallas area, provided
by Texas A&M AgriLife Research, was
used. However, this amount of water is
seldom applied to lawns, unless the goal
is to maximize the production of grass
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Water Conservation Ordinance
The guidelines in the Water Conservation Ordinance are intended to conserve water and extend
the life of existing infrastructure by minimizing the
stress on the system caused by the peak demand
of summer water usage. By using water wisely, we
can help delay infrastructure expansion (primarily
water treatment facilities and delivery systems)
and the need for additional water resources (buying additional water rights to existing reservoirs
or building new reservoirs). Outdoor water usage
can be more than 50% of our total summer water
use. By controlling this use we can minimize its
impact on our current infrastructure and future
expansion.
The Conservation Ordinance Outdoor Watering Guidelines
Maximum twice-weekly watering allowed according to address (see chart below).
Don’t water your yard between 10am and 6pm between April 1 and October 31.
Hand water or use a soaker hose.
Both are permitted on any day.
Maintain your sprinkler system.
Repair any broken, missing or
misdirected sprinkler heads.
Automatic sprinkler system owners are required to have rain and
freeze sensors installed.
Don’t water during any form of
precipitation.

Don’t allow your sprinkler system to water driveways, sidewalks and streets.
Don’t waste water by allowing runoff onto a street
or other drainage area when you’re watering.
Violations of these outdoor water guidelines can
result in fines of $250 to $2,000 per incident. First
offenses will be issued a warning.
Resources for Bringing Your Sprinkler System Up to Code
For a list of licensed irrigators, visit the website of
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
licensed individuals search page.
Monitor your total water usage
Dallas has a conservation tiered rate system. This
means the more water used, the higher rate you
pay in a tiered structure. Monitoring your usage
every month also helps you detect possible leaks.
Be sure to check the City’s Building Inspection Irrigation website for any City or State requirements
for your irrigation system.

2015 Board of Directors
President - Selena Urquhart
Secretary - Pam Thomas
Treasurer - Wally Bettes
Members at Large:
Beth Bentley,
Tim Clyde, Rob Irvin,
Lloyd Loving, Gary Hicks,
Debbie Simurda, Joe Penland
Vickery Place’s newsletter is published by
Vickery Place Neighborhood Association.
Editor: alun@vickeryplace.com
For sponsorship rates and information
email info@vickeryplace.org
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