November Annual Meeting and Social
at the Sundown
It was a perfect night, cool and crisp, atop the
Sundown at Granada for the Vickery Place annual
meeting and election. The ‘LOVE’ sign above the
bar set the tone for the evening, as neighbors
noshed, imbibed, mingled and chatted with one
another.
We would like to give a heartfelt ‘thank you’ to
this year’s board members for their time and
commitment, especially to those who will not
be returning next year: Nora Clark, Loveleen
Kulkarni, Dustin Ortmann, Debbie Simurda and
Selena Urquhart.
And we would like to extend a warm welcome to
the newly elected 2017 Vickery Place Board of
Directors: President Rob Irvin, Vice-President
Michael Lugo, Secretary Claire Schwarz,
Treasurer Wally Bettes; Members at Large: Beth
Bentley, Tim Clyde, Laura Funderburk, Gary
Hicks, Ed Miles, Joe Seremet and Andy Van Noord.
Congratulations!
Thanks to all who came out for the November
meeting and social! Thanks to owners Mike Schoder
& Julie Garton, manager Christian Brown and
Sundown staff, for providing the unique meeting
space and giving us such excellent service.
Bulk Trash Pickup is the
Week of the 2nd Monday
Don’t Set Out Trash Before:
Thursday, December 8th
Pick Up Week December 12th - 16th
Weekly Trash & Recycling Pick-up
Every Monday

HOME TOUR RECAP
Our Results: We welcomed over 200 guests to our
November 5, 2016 Home Tour and new friendships
were made. We connected with sister historic
neighborhoods, including Magic 11th Street in
Garland, Peak’s Historic and Junius Heights. Our
social media followers grew by over 25 per cent.
We raised more funds than our 2011 Home Tour,
funds that will benefit Robert E Lee Elementary,
SPCA of Texas and Vickery Place Neighborhood
Improvements.
Special thanks to our gracious home owners who
were a joy to work with–Jordan August & Natasha
Mehra, Michelle & Rich Bythewood, Sarah & Bill
Campbell, Jenn & Kenn Dawkins, Steve Jorgensen,
and Laura & Matthew Petka. (see photo on page 4)
Thank you to our sponsors The Advocate,
Brian Gream Design-Build-Renovate, DHLC
Investments, Double Door Custom Homes, REDO
Company, Stephanie Irvin of Better Homes &
Gardens Real Estate, Westrup Custom Homes,
and Blair Hudson of Allie Beth Allman.
Thanks to Beth Bentley for recruiting our
volunteers and for the research and write ups of each
home. We learned a lot of cool historic information
about Vickery Place. Thanks to marketing genius,
Michelle Bythewood of Field Marketing Focus, for
creating our beautiful promotional materials and
promotion campaign. Thank you Ann McCann for
the charming watercolors of each featured home.
And thank you to our neighbors for welcoming our
tour guests to Vickery Place.
~Home Tour Committee: Debbie Simurda,
Stephanie Irvin, Nora Clark, Beth Bentley &
Michelle Bythewood
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Contemporary Theatre of Dallas
to Close

day, December 17. Cocktails at 6:30pm, comedy
show at 7:30pm. To purchase tickets, go to contemporarytheatreofdallas.com.

It’s the end of an era—after 14 years of theater
production, the Contemporary Theatre of Dallas
at 5601 Sears Street will close its doors at the end
of the 2016 season.
Founded by Artistic Director Sue Loncar, CTD has
functioned as a successful performing arts venue
for nearly a decade and a half, showcasing the
work of the area’s finest talent. Loncor’s love and
respect for local actors, directors and designers has
been a priority from the get-go and was one of the
core reasons she was inspired to open the theatre.
Managing Director, Miki Bone, who has brought
the theatre full circle from a commercial venue to
its current non-profit status, believes the Lower
Greenville area has been elevated by having such
a dynamic theatre as a part of its thriving culture.
You have one last opportunity to enjoy the theater
while raising funds for local elementary school
Robert E. Lee. ‘Skip the Christmas Party & Join
Us’—the 2nd installment of Lee parents’ night out
stand-up comedy night, will take place on Satur-
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The building dates back to the 1930’s when it
was originally constructed as a church—you may
remember hearing its history at the September
Vickery Place meeting held at the theater, with
guest speaker Rose-Mary Rumbley. At this time,
we do not know the future of the theater space or
the building, however we wish the CTD family all
the best in their future endeavors and thank them
for the hospitality they have shown Vickery Place
over the years.

Adam Miller and Project Refresh
Project Refresh REL is a community campaign to
fund improvements to the grounds of Robert E.
Lee Elementary in Dallas. Improvements include
a new basketball court, new soccer field, expanded
garden, beautification of grounds fronting Matilda
and general beautification of the grounds.
How it all began: Adam Miller has lived in Belmont Addition since 2007. Five years ago, he and
wife Natalie, welcomed their 1st child, their second child arrived early 2016.
(continued next page)

In 2011, Adam began to connect with other young
families to learn more about the schools in our
area so he could make an informed decision about
his child’s education. He was surprised how many
parents loved the neighborhood but decided to
move once their children reached school-age.
He also spoke with the principal of Lee at that
time who indicated that it takes one year for a
school to decline, but five years for it to improve.
That five year-mark resonated with Adam as he
realized that if he needed to make a difference that
could impact his newborn baby when it was time
to enroll in school, he had to get serious quickly.
Enter Project Refresh REL (PR-REL)
A non-profit community campaign started by
Adam and Natalie focused on driving improvements to the grounds of Robert E Lee Elementary.
There’s a particular focus on the grounds facing
highly-trafficked Matilda that would showcase the
vitality of Lee and position it as part of the school
as well as a place where families can gather, anytime.
It took 4 years from start to the realization of Project Refresh’s first completed projects. As Adam is
a C-level financial executive with a major global
firm and raising a young family, he was limited in
the time he could devote to PR-REL. Much of those
early years were spent fundraising and learning
about to work within the DISD system plus community outreach including a partnership with the
PTA of Robert E Lee.
The First Major Transformation
Adam set his sights on a new soccer field and basketball court. The existing soccer field had uneven
grass, rocks and holes. The basketball court needed resurfacing.
What seemed unreachable at that time was a new
fence to replace the dilapidated chain-link fence

3

that bounded the field. A few things happened
along the way. DISD was able to fund the resurfacing of the basketball court and an angel investor
stepped in and matched the funds that PR-REL
had raised, including a large endowment from
Adam and Natalie. That angel investor helped
make the $50,000 investment for the replacement
of the fence possible.
The 2016/2017 school year at Lee kicked off with a
new soccer field, basketball court and fence thanks
to a $62,000 investment by PR-REL and its partners.
Future Plans
Adam and his team are now starting their fundraising for the next round of improvements:
• Exterior signage – costs range from $15,000 for
sign with manual lettering; $25,000 to $35,000
for digital signage
• New basketball hoops – estimated cost $2,500
• And the long-term plan, new outdoor playground equipment that will cost between
$100,000 and $150,000
Fundraising
To support Project Refresh REL go to
https://www.woodrowfoundation.com/donate and
designate your contribution to Project Refresh Robert E Lee. All contributions are tax deductible
in accordance with the laws of the IRS. Every dollar raised goes 100% to Project Refresh REL.
Contact
For more information or general inquiries,
email Adam Miller (substantial supporter of
Project Refresh and parent of a 3 year old) at
projectrefreshrel@gmail.com. You can also follow
them on Facebook @projectrefreshrel
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Have you thought about making a
decision to better your skin?
Contact me directly to learn how to
get free shipping and discounts on
our products!
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YARD OF THE MONTH

Month is a seasonal delight and the pride and joy of Joe
and Michelle Lyons who have lived in the neighborhood
STOP is the rooftop imperative at since 2010.
5215 Goodwin. Though the sign is meant
for that favorite Christmas character in the Joe works in TV sports and travels much of the year. while
red suit, it is a good suggestion for Vickery Michelle is a former dental hygienist who now happily
Place residents too. December’s Yard of the spends her days taking care of their granddaughter, who
in turn happily enjoys the many yard decorations.
Married since 2005, both Joe and Michelle hail from Oklahoma. When they first bought the house, the front yard
was quite literally a rock garden. Slowly, they replaced the
yucca and rocks with grass and more traditional perennials. They plan to continue to add to the hedges and plantings they have already started.
For now, the multitude of LED lights twinkle and many
touches of Christmas bring seasonal joy to those drive by.
There is even a Santa’s mailbox on the front porch that really does accept letters.
MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL
One thing we should add is that parents can contact
Michelle directly at santa@vickeryplace.com to retrieve
any letters their kiddos may have placed in the mailbox.
As with all Vickery Place Yard of the Month winners,
North Haven Gardens is awarding a $50 gift certificate to
the winners.
~VPNA Beautification Committee

2016 Board of Directors
President - Rob Irvin
Vice President - Gary Hicks
Secretary - Michael Lugo
Treasurer - Wally Bettes
Members at Large:
Beth Bentley, Nora Clark, Tim Clyde,

Loveleen Kulkarni, Dustin Ortmann,

Debbie Simurda, Selena Urquhart
Vickery Place’s newsletter is published by
Vickery Place Neighborhood Association.
Editor: alun@vickeryplace.com
For sponsorship rates and information
email info@vickeryplace.org

Create a

Fruitful
Landscape
with

NHG

Fall is the time to plant fruit trees
7700 Northaven Rd. 75230
Open Daily  214-363-5316
NHG.com
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