MAY GENERAL
MEETING
Date: Thursday, May 8
Time: 7:00 pm
Place : Vickery Towers
Belmont Dining Hall
(Corner of Greenville & Belmont)

THIS OLD HOUSE
Ever wonder when your house was built? Who may have lived in your
house over the years? What did the homeowners do for a living back in
1920? For our May 8th meeting we have invited experts in the field of
Dallas history, Carol Roark of the J. Erik Jonsson Downtown Library
and Katherine Seale of Preservation Dallas to show neighbors how to
research the history of their home.
If you have done any type of Dallas history research on the 7th floor of
the Downtown Library, chances are you have met Carol Roark. As the
manager of special collections, Carol is very familiar and knowledgeable
with the many tools & resources available at the Downtown Library.
She also teaches a Historic House Specialist Seminar to realtors at
Preservation Dallas. Carol will explain the various ways and places you
can gather your house history.

Katherine Seale, director of Preservation Dallas, is no stranger to
Vickery Place. Katherine coordinated and conducted Discover Dallas!,
a city-wide survey of architecturally and historically significant buildings.
Vickery Place neighbors participated in the survey, and with Katherine s
POT LUCK
help inventorying over 900 homes in our neighborhood. Katherine will
share with us some of the house history findings as a result of that survey.
As usual we will have a representative from the Central Division Police
Department and our ENP Officer share with us some crime prevention
tips, as both the weather and crime activity heat up around our area.
The editorial liaison for Old-House Interiors, Lori Viator, has
graciously donated complimentary copies of Old-House Interiors,
Early Homes and Arts & Crafts Homes magazines for our May
meeting.

June 12
General Meeting
Traffic
ENP Update

Don t worry about eating dinner before you come. Pizza will be
provided courtesy of Pulcinella, on Henderson Ave.
Meeting will be held in the Belmont Dining Hall, located in the northeast corner of Vickery Towers. Enter the parking
lot off of Greenville Avenue and park near the guard station. Enter through Bldg B.

Bulky Trash/Basura Abultado

Don t miss this history making event!

Don t Set Out Trash Before:

Recycling Pick-up

Thursday, May 8

Pick Up Week:

Volume 27, Issue 5

May 12 -16

May 2008

Thursday, May 1
Thursday, May 15
Thursday, May 29

APRIL GENERAL MEETING RECAP - SCHOOL
DAZE!
Judging from the sizable turnout for the April 10 meeting, school
option is on the minds of many Vickery Place parents.
Tables were set up for area Dallas ISD public schools and local
private schools, giving parents the opportunity to visit with
representatives and ask vital questions
regarding curriculum, application, class size,
and programs offered at each school. There
was also materials on-hand for some of the
schools that could not attend.

James B. Bonham

We would like to thank community liaison Santos Cortez representing Robert E. Lee
Elementary, Maria Alvarez & Margaret Ross from James B. Bonham Elementary, Jesus
Guzman from JFK Learning Center, and
Suzanne Seitz from Lakehill Preparatory
School, for participating in our mini school fair.
JFK Learning Ctr.

Sgt. Craig and Officer Helms from Dallas
Police Central Division gave attendees some crime prevention tips, such
as lock your doors & windows when you leave the house, do not leave
valuables in your car and provide plenty of lighting around your home to
scare off burglars at night. They did note that most home invasions
occur during the daytime when residents are at work. If you see any
suspicious or out of place
persons or vehicles, always call
911 to report it.

Lakehill

Robert E. Lee

Sandwiches were provided by the VPNA board. Followed up with a special
dessert Natalie Nguyen, owner of Natsumi (Japanese for summer ocean )
Gelato and Organic Frozen Yogurt brought 3 flavors of gelato for VP neighbors
to sample. Her new shop on Henderson will
surely be a big hit this summer. Thank you
Roger Andres for coordinating this treat and
thank you Natalie for coming out to our meeting!

Door prizes to family favorite eatery Burger House were won by Katherine Vo and
Arlene Colbert. Thank you Burger House for your generous donation. And as always,
a big thanks to Vickery Towers for providing our meeting space each month.
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LESLIE ANN FARRELL
JULY 25, 1961
APRIL 23, 2008
Sadly, there is one less neighbor in our midst here in Vickery Place.
Leslie Farrell died on Wednesday, April 23rd at MD Anderson
Cancer Center after a long and spirited battle with leukemia. She
is survived by her beloved partner and caregiver, Angi Brown; her
mother Janice; her sisters Allison, Jennifer, and Jessica; and her
precious niece and nephew, Wheatley and True.
Leslie and Angi moved into their home on Goodwin Avenue in
1999. As anyone who ever met Leslie even just once knows,
she never met a stranger. Leslie had a quirky sense of humor, an
easy disposition; and she loved to talk. She had the amazing ability
to talk to anyone about anything for any length of time! So it is not
surprising that Leslie loved her home here in Vickery Place where
neighbors are friends and a Friday afternoon beer on the front
porch can easily turn into an impromptu cookout.
Leslie became active in the Vickery Place Neighborhood
Association (VPNA), and in typical Leslie style, became instantly
engrossed and active in many neighborhood causes. She began
attending various forums and even City Council meetings in order to present important information to the VPNA
board at monthly meetings. In 2003, Leslie became a VPNA board member and became an advocate for what she
called The Three C
Code, Crime, and Conservation. Her enthusiasm for these issues continued while she was
VPNA President in 2004, though she most passionately focused on the effort to preserve the heritage of this
historical neighborhood.
Leslie s spirit moved beyond her involvement in the neighborhood, as she delighted in her work on other important
nonprofit causes. Again, with the usual Leslie flair, she turned her illness into an opportunity to do significant work
for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, to raise awareness about the need for blood and bone marrow donors, and
to move legislation forward in order to cover the uninsured in this country. Leslie s compassion for human beings and
her pursuit of social justice truly inspired the way she chose to live her life.
Donations may be made in her memory to The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society (Donor Services, PO BOX
4072, Pittsfield, MA 01202, or leukemia-lymphoma.org), or the Hospitality Apartments - HRDS (PO Box
25213, Houston, Texas 77265-5213).

Good Works
If you want to live
the life that only you can live,
do good for others,
and when you have done good,
you will have life abundantly.
Excerpt from Always We Begin Again: The Benedictine Way of Living
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AROUND THE
NEIGHBORHOOD
Were you sitting on your
porch Saturday afternoon and
saw a pink & purple tailed
pony drawn carriage full of
prince and princesses go by?
Alessia Anjel Gomez turned
three and celebrated with a
Princess party and carriage
rides for her court through the streets of Vickery Place.
Charlie Peters celebrated turning one with a Texas style backyard bash of fajitas,
Texas shaped sandwiches and cupcakes for friends, neighbors and family.
Vickery Place loves to hear what's happening around the neighborhood! Know of
a forthcoming event? Celebrating a new baby, new puppy, graduation, anniversary
or award, share it with the neighborhood by sending a photo and description to
info@vpna.org.
CELEBRATING THE EARTH!
On Saturday April 12, some Vickery Place neighbors got a jump start on celebrating Earth Day by installing no
dumping markers on the storm drain inlets throughout the neighborhood. The storm drains lead to our creeks, rivers,
and lakes. The markers are a reminder to Dallas citizens not to pollute the storm drain system.
Dayna Cowley, an Environment Specialist with the City of Dallas Storm Water Management Department, provided
the materials and training. So far, 52 drain inlets have been marked. We hope to have all of the drains within VP
marked by the end of May. Thank you VP volunteers Selena Urquhart, Linda Mitchell, Mary Kay Henley, Jennifer
House and Beth Bentley for making Earth Day Every Day in Vickery Place!

Reservations accepted
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EASY LIKE SUNDAY MORNING BREAKFAST CASSEROLE
~ Trader Joe s
A breakfast feast for Mom in under 30 minutes! Mother's Day morning should be
enjoyed easily and deliciously just like this!
1 loaf crusty bread, torn in pieces
6 eggs (or 2 cups egg replacement)
¼ cup milk
1 cup pre-cooked sausage, sliced
1 cup pre-grated cheese
Spray baking pan with olive oil and pre-heat oven to 350 degrees. Place bread pieces in pan and distribute evenly.
Beat the eggs, milk, and any spices you desire (salt, pepper, garlic powder ) and pour over bread. Add the remaining
ingredientsand bake for 25 minutes or until top is golden brown and a knife put in the center comes out clean. Let cool
5 minutes before serving. Serves 10 -12.
SWISS AVENUE MOTHER S DAY HOME & GARDENS TOUR
Saturday, May 10, 10am - 6pm with Parade at Noon
Sunday, May 11, Noon - 6pm with Champaign Brunch in Savage Park
Entertainment at Savage Park
Tickets-Children 12 and under FREE
$15.00 in Advance
$20.00 at the door
Tickets can be bought at Albertson s, Quaint Home Gallery, Talulah Belle, Central Market,
Whole Foods and Needless Necessities.
The Swiss Avenue Historic District is one of the finest early 20th century neighborhoods in the Southwest.
Listed in the National Register of Historic Places, approximately 200 carefully preserved and restored homes
representing several architectural styles including Mediterranean, Spanish, Georgian, Prairie, Craftsman,
Neoclassical, Italian Renaissance, Tudor and Colonial Revival are in the district
Originally developed in 1905 by R.S. and Collett Munger, the district forms part of the original 300-acre
Munger Place Development. The area s proximity to downtown Dallas was part of the Mungers vision to
create a neighborhood whose residents would become involved with diverse facets of urban life. The
designation as Dallas first historic district over 30 years ago has ensured the preservation of this vision.
www.sahd.org.

Happy Mother's Day Vickery Place Moms!
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MARCH 2008 CRIME STATS:
CRIME
BURGLARY
BURGLARY
BURGLARY
BURGLARY
BURGLARY
BURGLARY
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
THEFT
AUTO THEFT
AUTO THEFT
AUTO THEFT
VANDAL
VANDAL
VANDAL
EMBEZZ

DATE
03/09/08
03/10/08
03/28/08
03/28/08
03/28/08
03/29/08
02/28/08
03/13/08
03/19/08
03/19/08
03/27/08
03/31/08
03/14/08
03/20/08
03/22/08
03/21/07
02/23/08
03/27/08
02/24/08

ADDRESS
55XX MILLER
56XX MILLER
50XX MILLER
54XX MILLER
54XX MILLER
54XX RICHARD
53XX RICHARD
54XX WILLIS
55XX MILLER
55XX WILLIS
54XX BELMONT
54XX GOODWIN
52XX MILLER
55XX MILLER
54XX BELMONT
52XX RICHARD
56XX RICHARD
53XX MILLER
56XX BELMONT

TOTAL INCIDENTS: 19
BURGLARY: 6, THEFT: 9, VANDAL: 3, OTHER: 1
For a more detailed summary, go to www.vpna.org

BECOME A MEMBER OF THE VPNA ENP/
CRIMEWATCH TODAY!
If you have already joined or renewed for 2008, thank
you for supporting the VPNA/ENP (Expanded
Neighborhood Patrol) program! If you are new to the
neighborhood or have not yet renewed, you still have
the opportunity. The more members we have, the more
patrol hours we can afford. Our ENP officers are now
very familiar with our neighborhood and recognize
potential crime areas and patterns. They have
responded to 911 calls within minutes and have caught
perpetrators immediately after committing a crime. Our ENP network between VP residents and also with other
surrounding neighborhoods has helped Central Patrol apprehend suspects. Please join or renew today: Simply fill out
the form below, mail it back with a check (payable to VPNA) or bring to the May General Meeting.

_____ Rest of year contribution of $125, May 2008 - Dec 2008
_____ Bi-yearly contribution of $100, June 2008 - Dec 2008
Name: ______________________________________________Date:___________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________
Home Phone: __________________________Work Phone:___________________________
Email:______________________________________________________________________
(Email is required to receive neighborhood alerts; please print clearly)
Mail form and a check (payable to VPNA) to VPNA, PO Box 720192, Dallas, TX 75372
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IT S A BEAUTIFUL DAY IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD!
The gorgeous spring weather brings Vickery Place
residents outdoors to plant flowers, mow the lawn
and walk the dogs. When it is such a beautiful day it
is hard to believe that there are criminals lurking
about just waiting for the perfect opportunity to ruin
your day!
Take precautions to help ensure that you are not a
victim.
- When you are out back, make sure your front door
is locked.
- When you are out front, make sure your back is locked.
- When you are finished with tools such as edgers, lawnmowers, etc. store
them away and lock your tool shed or garage.
- If you are
working
outside and go
in the house for a quick phone call or drink of water,
keep an eye on your lawn equipment.
- We all love fresh air and if you are lucky enough to
have windows that still open, some folks don
remember to check and make sure they are closed and
locked before you leave your house or go to bed.
- Report suspicious activity; look out for your neighbor.
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FALL IN LOVE WITH YOUR OLD HOUSE AGAIN
When you first bought and moved into your house, it was like an exciting, new romantic relationship you had all sorts of
dreams for your future life together. But, as years passed, the honeymoon faded and you began to take things for granted,
maybe even neglecting the home you once loved. Affairs of the heart may wither, but you can rekindle them. You must
experience your house in a way that helps you remember why you fell in love. Here are 25 ways to rekindle the flame:
1. FIND BABY PICTURES: an original blueprint or old photos of your house (check with town hall, the local historical
society, or relatives of previous owners.) Look for secrets or familiar features; marvel at the changes over time.
2. RELAX. Hang a porch swing. Now sit in it for at least an hour (No cheating: a full hour.)
3. ADD OR CHANGE THE CURTAINS in the most prominent windows. Replacing tattered vinyl shades with lace panels
will put your Cinderella in a ball gown.
4. ORDER FANCY STATIONARY with the name of your house and its address. (Calligraphy is nice; black ink on creamcolored paper always looks classy, or try maroon or navy-blue ink.) What s that, your house doesn t have a name? See
number 5.
5. NAME YOUR HOUSE AND GROUNDS, like the old days. Pick a distinguishing feature of the house or its location and
let it suggest a name. (Fictional Anne lived at Green Gables, Four Winds, Windy Poplars, and Ingleside, each name a rich
image.)
6. THROW A PARTY. A good time is after the next renovation project you finish. Neighbors will gawk and you ll feel so
proud.
7. CREATE A SCRAPBOOK, a fond album for the future. Keep before-and-after photos, samples of old and new
wallpapers and paint colors and fabrics, plus a handwritten journal of your work.
8. SKETCH OR PAINT YOUR HOUSE yourself. See thing you ve taken for granted.
9. PERFUME COULDN T HURT. Put out bowls of potpourri for the season, such as pine, lilac, pumpkin, apple and
cinnamon.
10. HIRE A MEDIUM or psychic to walk through with you, channeling the history and spirits of various rooms. Take the
results as seriously or nonsensically as you like.
11. CREATE A COZY and inexpensive vignette, even if good furniture is still in the future: paint a flea-market table and add
a lamp or some vases from a thrift store. Put fresh flowers in the entry hall or on the table.
12. DECORATE YOUR FRONT DOOR OR PORCH like you mean it, with seasonal decorations that play up your Colonial,
Victorian, or Tudor house.
13. COME UP WITH A TRADEMARK COCKTAIL for parties at your house, naming it for a unique feature. A Plastered
Wallbanger anyone? How about a Stained Glass Spritzer?
14. INVEST IN A LAMP that you love, whether new or an antique, and place it in a key window. Leave it on every night,
a beacon of friendliness that welcomes you home (and gives passerby the thrill of an illuminated room).
15. PAINT A SMALL ROOM, like a bathroom. Pick one small project and finish it.
16. TAKE FOUR SEASONS PHOTOGRAPHS of your house: the same shot, same angle, and the same day. Frame them
together.
17. REPAINT YOUR FRONT DOOR, and try a brand new color for maximum effect. Like lipstick, it s easy but it ll get
noticed.
18. FLY AN AMERICAN FLAG on the porch; it s an old-house tradition. What about ordering a historic flag with the
number of stars that correspond to its date of construction?
19. GIVE A QUICK SPIT & POLISH: move the trash cans, sweep the walk, plant some marigolds, add a wreath or potted
vines. Wash the windows!
20. RESTORE ONE ORIGINAL ELEMENT to your house. Use salvaged, custom or quality reproduction parts. It might
be anything from a doorknob to the porch railing.
21. EXPLORE ALL NOOKS and crannies: the cellar and attic, the old wallpaper at the back of the closets.
22. STUDY YOUR HOUSE from different angles looking through a camera lens or framed by your fingers. Notice
juxtapositions, angles and details.
23. FIND THE GRAVES of the original owners of your home, and plant some flowers there.
24. CHANGE THE TRIM COLOR (experiment!) or pick out details of the cornice or porch next time you paint. It s like a
new outfit!
25. BUY A BEAUTIFUL GUESTBOOK for your home something covered in soft leather or elegant fabric. Keep it in the
entry and encourage visitors to write in it. Watch it fill up over the years.
Excerpt from Fall In Love With Your Old House Again, by Charity Vogel, Old-House Interior Magazine, March-April Issue.
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If you are new to Dallas, a helpful guide to City services and
local resources can be found at: www.dallascityhall.com/pdf/
pio/GoodNeighborGuide.pdf.

www.vpna.org

If you are new to the neighborhood and want to find out more
about Vickery Place, go to www.vpna.org. Also join the
VPNA email list.
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YARD OF THE MONTH
Check out the explosion of
botanical delights in Joe
Abbet s yard of the month! Joe
has been in his home at 5251
Wills for 15 years. Originally from Oklahoma, Joe got here
[Vickery Place] as quick as I could. He says he loves the
neighborhood for its eclectic
culture, people and
architecture. A landscape
designer by trade, Joe said he
aims for his yard to have a
little bit of everything changing all the time. He stated that when he moved in the
yard was home to one lonely tree and he has been adding to it ever since.
He likes to experiment with different soils and brought in both lime and sandy soil
for the different varieties of plants. He went through a xeriscape (dry
landscaping) phase and has come full-circle to his now flowering and varied tree
culmination. His current featured favorites are the full-in-bloom antique roses and
the Taiwan Cherry tree, which uniquely blooms fully in January. He is trying out
Ocotillo, a typically desert plant, and avoiding too much shade to support more
flowers. Give
Joe the green
thumb s up if
you see him
out front
working on
his yard and
helping make
Vickery
Place
beautiful! Joe
will receive a
$25 gift
certificate
courtesy of
North Haven
Gardens.
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2008 Board of
Directors
President: Beth Bentley
Vice President: Mark Rieves
Secretary: Mary Kay Henley
Treasurer: Will Short
Members at Large:
Brian Gream
Kathy Harris
Shelia Huffman
Debbie Simurda
Selena Urquhart
Newsletter Co-Editors:
Beth Bentley
Shelia Huffman
The Vickery Place Neighborhood
News is published by the Vickery
Place Neighborhood Association.
For advertising rates and
information,
email Vickery Place at
info@vpna.org.

