BLOCK PARTY This Week!
Our annual neighborhood National Night Out
Against Crime Block Party is Tuesday, October 4th
from 6:30pm-8:30pm on Glencoe between Miller
and Willis.
Join us for another great performance by neighbor
Salim Nourallah, food trucks, Wackym’s Cookies,
Pop Star Popsicles, beverages from Lakewood
Brewery and more.
If you would like to volunteer for this event, even
for a 30 minute shift at the raffle table or helping to
set up or clean up, please email info@vickeryplace.
com.
Be sure to bring cash for the raffle! There are some
great prizes offered by local vendors.
We hope to see you there!

Fall Home Tour!
We can’t wait for you to join us on November 5th
for our Fall Home Tour!
We’ll celebrate the diversity and nostalgia that we
all love about Vickery Place. Our featured homes

Next VPNA General Meeting
NATIONAL NIGHT OUT Block Party
Tuesday, October 4th,
6:30pm to 8:30pm

range from new builds to a 1912 Craftsman, one
of the neighborhood’s earliest homes with home
styles from Craftsman & Tudor to Modern Prairie.
We’ve got the support of some great sponsors -several of whom are East Dallas’ leading builders
and home remodeling firms. What’s cool is that
these builders not only live in Vickery Place, they
are active in our community. They’re vested, not
some anonymous suburban builder.
Our thanks to:
• Brian Gream Construction
• Rob Barney, DHLC Investments
• Tim Clyde, Westrup Construction
• Michael Wilderman, Double Door Custom
Homes
• Scott Clouse, REDO Company
• Stephanie Irvin, Better Homes & Gardens Real
Estate
• Blair Hudson, Allie Beth Allman Real Estate
• Special thanks to our media sponsor,
The Advocate.
• And to our marketing genius Shelly Bythewood
of Field Marketing Focus, who is also the owner of one of our featured homes (busy lady!).
Tour proceeds benefit the SPCA of Texas, Robert E
Lee Elementary PTA and Vickery Place neighborhood improvements.
(continued on page 2)
Bulk Trash Pickup is the
Week of the 2nd Monday
Don’t Set Out Trash Before:
Thursday, October 6th
Pick Up Week October 10th - 14th
Weekly Trash & Recycling Pick-up
Every Monday
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(Fall Home Tour
continued from
page 1)
Advance
tickets
are now available
for $20 each at
www.vickeryplace.
com/home/2016home-tour. Tickets
will also be avalable for purchase
on tour day at
5555 Vickery for
$25 each.
We’re looking for
volunteers to be
docents at our
homes, as well
as help staff our
ticket
counters.
Volunteers will receive a free ticket
to Home Tour.
For further details,
info@vickeryplace.com
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Sidewalks
Everyone knows what sidewalks are, but what
would be there if there weren’t sidewalks? The answer is mud. Concrete wasn’t mass-produced until
the turn of the century and later advanced after
the great depression. Anything dating back to preCivil War probably isn’t original, but sidewalks
bridge neighborhoods and communities. Why am
I talking about sidewalks? Easy, they are like our
community, all different, some really old, some
brand new, and some borderline dangerous.
With a new baby, we started walking her with a
stroller and I have to say, most sidewalks on my
street are pretty uneven and rough. Most of the old
homes have popped sidewalks and there are some
areas that don’t even have one. But as I navigate
the neighborhood, you can notice a few hidden
treasures. There are imprints of the company that
laid the concrete dating back to early 1900’s. There
are bricks sunk in that are proudly sporting their
city of origin. My personal favorite is the iron ring
attached to the curb on the corner of Miller and
Worcola to hold a horse’s bridal. We all keep our
eyes up for good reason, but the next time you take

a walk, take a quick look down, you’ll be surprised
at what you see. ~Tim Clyde, VPNA Board

September General Meeting Recap
Around 50 people attended our September 13th
Meeting at Dallas Contemporary Theater. RoseMary Rumbley entertained us with some “blasts
from past” regarding the history of Greenville
Avenue and the surrounding neighborhoods.
She spoke of the old theaters in the neighborhood
(Arcadia & Granada), along with the old Sears
store on Ross Avenue (where Fiesta supermarket
is now) and life in her houses on Sears Street and
Vanderbilt. It was a humorous and educational
speech on the history of the area, with many great
questions asked by the audience. At the end she
was “rewarded” with the crowd singing Happy
Birthday to her to commemorate her recent
birthday!
Miki Bone, Managing Director of Dallas
Contemporary Theater spoke of ...(cont. page 4)
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(continued from page 3) ...upcoming events at the
venue & encouraged everyone to come see a show.
Lastly, the nominating committee for next year’s
Board of Directors was selected. Members of the
committee are Alun Urquhart, Beth Bentley, Gary
Hicks, Michael Lugo and Wally Bettes.

HALLOWEEN
My family (Megan, Liam 14, Fiona 12) and I moved
back to Dallas three years ago. We looked all over
Dallas for house and fell in love with the Vickery
Place neighborhood. We love the Prairie style
houses, friendly neighbors and great restaurants.
We purchased our house at the beginning of 2015
and renovated the kitchen, master bath, office, and
front sitting room. We finally moved in May 2015.
My wife and I are former chefs.At present time I
am finishing up my certification to become a high
school history teacher.
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About 10 years ago I started decorating my sister’s
yard. It soon became the favorite attraction in her
neighborhood. I love scaring the kids—I always
say there’s no Barney or Care Bear in my yard. I’m
here to scare the @%$# out of your kids and they
love it.
As to a family undertaking, it’s mostly me. I have
always loved dressing up for Halloween. My son
Liam likes to dress up on the day. My wife does
not dress up, but she organizes a party for friends,
who also like to dress up. I found that people like to
drive by and see what’s NEW. Last year two fouryear-old girls asked their daddy to take them to
the house with the heads every day.This year I’m
adding big spiderwebs, a scarecrow, a crypt and
more fog and if I have time more tombstones. I’m
always adding new heads for the tree of heads in
the slaughter house. I plan on promoting the yard
on social media and at the Schools. The more kids
the better. ~ Britton McIntyre

HOME OF THE MONTH CONTEST

to? I have received permission from the Board of
Directors to start a VPNA Home of the Month contest, sponsored by myself in conjunction with my
firm Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate!

Addicted to HGTV? Can’t stop checking out the
home shows? This contest should be right up your
alley! Have you completed an awesome home improvement or upgrade? Do you have a great back
deck, really cool pool area or the perfect kitchen
renovation? Or, do you think your neighbor or
nearby friend has done something phenomenal
and deserves recognition? Now is your chance!

How will this all work? Monthly I will put into
the newsletter and on my website the topic for the
next contest. They will be things like Best Holiday
Decorations, Cool Pool, Clutter free Closet. If you
have something you think is outstanding or you
want to recognize your neighbor’s amazing home
send me the nomination. We will collect nominations for 30 days. At the end of the month we will
pick three top nominees. We will post pictures on
the website of the finalists. They will also have a
sign with their finalist number and the website for
voting placed in their yard. The community will
be allowed to vote online and select the winner.
Each resident may vote once, multiple people in
a home are allowed to vote. When the winner is
announced they will have the Home of the Month
sign, a $50 Gift Certificate to a local restaurant
and a year’s subscription to Better Homes and
Gardens Magazine.

You probably are aware that VPNA has a Yard of
the Month program. I am hoping to bring another
monthly recognition to our outstanding neighborhood homes and I am hoping you, the neighbors
will help me. I have seen the time, effort and
money that people put into their homes. I want to
recognize people’s efforts and shine some light on
their ideas.
I love our neighborhood and enjoy walking my dogs
while checking out the latest and greatest projects people are working on. Working on this year’s
VPNA Home Tour Committee I have had the opportunity to see inside many great homes. All of
the ideas make me want to come home and work on
my 90-year-old Tudor. On this year’s Home Tour
there are kitchens that are to die for, a walk-in
closet that I swear is bigger than my house and
a secret playroom passageway that connects one
child’s room to another. So what has all of this lead

I really want to make this a community project, so
if you have ideas for a project topic that you would
like to see one month, or if you would like to help
me administer the contest in any way I would love
to have the input/help.
The first contest topic will be Beautiful Butler’s
Pantries. It features two of the homes from the
coming VPNA Home Tour. The website to check
out is stephanieirvin.com and my email is Stephanie.irvin@hotmail.com if you have any questions!
Go online, check them out and vote for your favorite Butler’s Pantry before Oct. 20. For November’s
contest I am looking for Perfect Porches, they can
be front or back, a place you want to hang out. I
need them by Oct. 20th.
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YARD OF THE MONTH
Maria Lugo moved her young family to
5434 Belmont 27 years ago. Son Michael
was born just a month later. Vickery Place
has had major transformations since then.
So too has Maria’s 1930s home, now completely remodeled and a welcoming place
full of family mementoes. Michael is now
actively involved in civic boards including
the City of Dallas MLK Center representing City Council District 2 as well as the
League of United Latin American Citizens
(LULAC) focused on civic engagement and
voter registration.

pain. She also enjoys the fruit from her Granada or Pomegranate shrub which also has medicinal properties.
Maria’s front garden combines roses, shrubs and containers full of seasonal plants that provide a beautiful splash
of color. Of them all, it’s the roses that are her favorite.
Her advice for fellow gardeners is to change the soil each
year and fertilize to keep plants strong and thriving.
Congratulations Maria! Special thanks to our sponsor
North Haven Gardens for awarding our YOM winner with
a $50 gift certificate.
~VPNA Beautification Committee

Plants have always been a love for Maria. The Mexican village in which she was
raised was full of plants, fruits and vegetables. It was there that she learned the
healing properties of Ancient Aztec herbal
remedies.
The Ruda or Herb-of-Grace evergreen
shrub is her go-to for most ailments.
Brewed as a tea it calms indigestion;
rubbed on one’s temple it soothes a headache and placed in the outer ear, it can relieve earaches.
Rosemary when combined with rubbing
alcohol is rub-on pain reliever for arthritis

2016 Board of Directors
President - Rob Irvin
Vice President - Gary Hicks
Secretary - Michael Lugo
Treasurer - Wally Bettes

Garden
Gourmet

Members at Large:
Beth Bentley, Nora Clark, Tim Clyde,

Grow Your Own
Saffron Crocus,
Garlic, Shallots &
more in October.

Loveleen Kulkarni, Dustin Ortmann,

Debbie Simurda, Selena Urquhart
Vickery Place’s newsletter is published by
Vickery Place Neighborhood Association.
Editor: alun@vickeryplace.com
For sponsorship rates and information
email info@vickeryplace.org

7700 Northaven Rd. 75230
Open Daily  214-363-5316
NHG.com
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