
SEPTEMBER general meeting
We are pleased to have Kay Nelson  speaking to us at the September 
General Meeting. One of Northaven Gardens Certified Texas 
Nursery Professionals, Kay is the Garden Coach available for 
consultation at the nursery with their Garden Coach Program. 

She brings with her a wealth of knowledge and experience and  
will present a program on preparing our yards and gardens 
for the coming seasons while offering  some sound advice on 
how to prevent mosquitoes in 2013. Northaven  Gardens has long been a friend of Vickery Place 
supporting our programs and rewarding a monthly gift certificate to our Yard of the Month . 

One order of VPNA business prior to Kay Nelson’s program will be a vote on the proposed five member 
Nominating Committee. This committee prepares the slate of nominees to serve on the 2013 VPNA 
Board which will be elected at the November General meeting. 

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT AGAINST CRIME 2012
Tuesday, October 2, 6pm - 8pm

2600 block of Glencoe, between Miller & Willis.
This year marks the 29th Annual “National Night Out Against Crime. Each year Vickery Place 
Neighborhood Association makes a huge effort to gather as many neighbors as possible for our annual 
National Night Out Against Crime block party. At the Block Party we enjoy food, entertainment, a 
raffle, and most importantly, an opportunity to get to know our neighbors and build our community! 

New to our National Night Out Block Party this year we will have 
food trucks! We’re very happy that Ruthie Rolling Cafe specializing 
in amazing sandwiches on artisan bread with fine cheeses (check 
out the menu at http://www.ruthiesrollingcafe.com/menu.html 
and on twitter @ruthiesrolling) and Rockstar Bakery (http://
rockstarbakeshop.com/ and on twitter @RockstarBakes) delighting 
with whoopie pies you have to try!

Admission to the VPNA NNO Block Party is free, but be sure to 
bring some cash for food trucks, games, kids’ activities, and raffle 
tickets. Beer will be available for a donation. (continued next page) 
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(continued) Local businesses have generously 
donated raffle prizes. Raffle tickets are $1 each.

Back by popular demand, Vickery Place resident 
Salim Nourallah will be entertaining us this year.

You will also have the chance 
to visit with our local Dallas 
Police Department officers, 
our City Council Members 
and other City of Dallas 
representatives. VPNA will 
have an information table 
where you can purchase 
Vickery Place t-shirts and 
glasses and sign up for our 
crime watch e-newsletter 
and get your car sticker.

Volunteers needed: please join us an hour in 
advance to help us set up and tear down this event. 
We’ll start as early as 4pm with the set up, but 
please join us when you can!

Local Happenings
Dallas Police Central Quarterly Crime Summit

The next quarterly meeting of the Dallas 
Police Department Central Division will be on 
Wednesday, September 19, 2012 at 7pm. The 
location will be 2900 Live Oak (The Meadows 
Foundation). This meeting is for anyone who lives 
in the Central Patrol area, which encompasses all 
of Vickery Place.  Bring your thoughts, concerns 
and questions, and get to know other crime watch 
groups in the area. Various crime topics will be 
discussed with a focus on burglaries. 

Vickery Place Newsletter In Jeopardy!
Do you love the Vickery Place newsletter hand 
delivery to your door each month? The Vickery 
Place newsletter needs your help!

The newsletter would not be possible every month 
without a dedicated team of volunteers who write, 
organize and deliver. We are especially in need of 
two categories of important volunteers: 

• Newsletter Advertising Chair is essential to 
the survival of the newsletter which would 
not be possible without the advertising 
sponsors. Are you organized, business-
minded and enjoy networking with local 
businesses? Then the Newsletter Advertising 
Chair position may be your you way to get 
involved! And remember that now that 
Vickery Place Neighborhood Association 
is a non-profit organization, this volunteer 
opportunity would look good on any resume.  

• Newsletter Carriers--Thanks to our dedicated 
team of newsletter carriers over the years who 
make the distribution possible. Newsletter 
carriers are needed to continue the once-a-
month hand-delivery. With enough newsletter 
volunteers, each carrier would be responsible 
for only a block or two, which would add a few 
minutes to your regular walk. And if you have 
kids, imagine how much they’ll enjoy helping 
(just ask Will Short’s kids who regularly help 
him with the hand delivery!).

Without a dedicated team of volunteers, the 
newsletter is in danger of dramatic changes, such 
as no more hand delivery, less content or web-only.
Please consider volunteering to keep our quaint 
and informative newsletter alive. To volunteer, 
please contact info@vickeryplace.com.
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wal-mart update
The new Wal-Mart, which will be a “neighborhood 
market” concept like the one at Hall and 
Hwy 75, is scheduled to open this October.  
Wal-Mart has addressed a number of 
neighborhood concerns regarding after-hours 
parking lot use, lighting, security, landscaping 
and streetscaping. Wal-Mart has agreed to: 

• Use private security to keep others from using 
its parking lot after hours. As VPNA has 
explained on our website and many times in this 
newsletter, adding new parking capacity along 
Greenville Avenue results in more nighttime 
bars/bar-restaurant business, which makes the 
current parking, noise, and crime issues even 
worse. So in affect, Wal-Mart is preventing 
new nighttime bar-restaurant businesses from 
replacing current daytime businesses.

• Install new lighting technology that will 
produce less light pollution that the lights 
previously used at this site. 

• Route truck traffic and deliveries on 
Richmond to reduce noise and truck traffic 
issues for adjacent residents. 

• Install a new fence along the back of its 
property to buffer the site from residents 
immediately behind the site. 

• Install new landscaping, including several 
new trees and shrubs and irrigation, along 
Belmont and Greenville Avenues. 

• Use some natural components, like stone, on 
the building façade. 

• Install sidewalk pavers and pony walls along 
Greenville to match the new streetscape 
improvements along Lowest Greenville.

Copies of some of the landscaping and streetscaping 
improvements can be found on our website (www.
vickeryplace.com).  

Additionally, Greenville Avenue from Richmond 
north to Belmont is set to be redone (like lowest 
Greenville) through the City of Dallas’ bond 
program within the next few years.

Got Drugs?
 
Turn in your unused or expired medication for 
safe disposal Saturday, September 29th, 2012, 
10:00am-2:00pm. 

Join The Dallas Area Drug Prevention Partnership, 
Dallas Police Department, Dallas ISD Police, 
University Park Police, The Council on Alcohol 
& Drug Abuse and other local drug-prevention 
organizations at:

University Park Fire Station
3800 University Blvd.

University Park, TX 75205

Dallas Police Northeast Patrol  
9915 E. Northwest Hwy.

Dallas, TX 75238 

Learn More at: DrugFreeDallas.org or  
https://facebook.com/DADPP.



VICKERY PLACE WELCOME GLITZ SALON
 
Warm, friendly and cozy best describe the salon 
that Debi Gidner has created at the corner of 

Henderson 
and Bonita 
in a jewel-
p i n k 
b u n g a l o w 
that has 
been owned 
by the Gay 
family since 
it was built 
in 1923. 
D e b i ’ s 
d a u g h t e r 
completely 
transformed 
the interior 

giving each room a unique, sophisticated look and 
feel with rich colors and fabrics.    

A former Vickery Place resident, Debi knew that 
when she was starting her new business it had 
to be here. In fact, she loves the neighborhood so 
much that she even comes here on her day off to 
enjoy the shops and restaurants.  

Glitz is Dallas’ only Organic Salon System.  Debi 
is so passionate about organics and the product 
line that she has priced everything so reasonably 
that it will be accessible to more people. Not only 
are the colors free of chemicals and additives, they 
last a long time.  

Visit Glitz at http://www.glitzdallas.com/, on 
Facebook or stop by anytime -- walk-ins are always 
welcome at Glitz.  The new you is just moments 
away.

Teaching Your Dog Pool Safety
By Mary Spencer (mary@petopia4paws.com)

When I first moved into my historic 1926 Lakewood 
home back in ‘94, my first project was to add a 
pool.  Even though the house itself was in severe 
need of a major renovation, the pool came first.  
Over the years, I have often worried that one of 
my many pets could easily fall in and drown and 
I consider myself blessed that horrific experience 
has never happened.

Having fostered several hundred puppies and 
dogs throughout my Lakewood era, it concerns me 
that a four-legged inexperienced swimmer might 
slip into the pool or even push one of my own 
canines in.  Therefore, every spring, I vow to teach 
my critters “the perils of the pool” which includes 
finding the steps and getting out safely. Thus an 
article on “teaching your dog pool safety” seemed 
an appropriate subject for these 100+ dog days of 
summer.
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CLASSES WILL BE HELD ON  
  Saturday, September 15th 9:30-10:30 AM  
   Saturday, October 20th 9:30-10:30 AM  

       Saturday, November 17th 9:30-10:30 AM  
Saturday, December 15th 9:30-10:30 AM  

 AT 
CENTRAL MARKET 

10720 Preston Rd.  
Dallas, Texas 75230 

 By composting we can reduce the amount of waste we send to the landfill.  
In fact, at least 30% of the material sent to the landfill is organic  

and could be composted at home. Composting at home is easy:  
Join us for a free class to learn how  

you can compost in your own backyard.  

Spaces are limited so please call us  
now at 214-670-4475 to reserve your seat.  
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Being somewhat unfamiliar with the “how”, I 
turned to my trusted groups of experts – the many 
blogs and informative articles from the Internet.   
I credit the actual “meat” of this article to the 
following dog writers:  Catherine J. Crawmer and 
her “Canine Talk” blog and Sam Basso (pen name 
of Sam the Dog Trainer.) Along with informative 
tips from Kathleen Lindsey, I pieced together a 
most informative quilt of knowledge to hopefully 
insure your dog’s safety around any pool.

We’ve all heard the sad stories of dogs drowning 
in the family pool. Since this type of tragedy isn’t 
readily publicized, people don’t realize just how 
often doggy pool deaths actually do occur. Each 
year, as summer approaches, there are numerous 
notices about the dangers of leaving a dog in a hot 
car. If only we were as consistent with warnings 
about the perils of the family pool.

Catherine Crawmer notes similar remarks from 
pool owners, “My dog never goes near the pool. 
He hates the water.”  But, a dog racing around 
the pool can easily slip into the pool while a dog 
playing with another dog might get pushed in.  
A dog that never has ventured even close to the 
water one day decides to be adventuresome and 
try that first swim, not realizing that once in, he 
can’t grasp how to get out.

Pet parents whose dog enjoys swimming often feel 
comfortable that their dog is in no danger; however, 
they should be more concerned. Until their water-
loving dog is trained to get out of the pool safely, he 
can be more vulnerable to drowning than the dog 
that actively avoids the pool.

Training the family dog to be safe with a pool can 
be fun - especially if treated like a game. Most 
important is to use a lot of positive reinforcements 
/ TREATS for rewards.  If you ask any four-legged 

student, he or she will loudly bark that treats are 
essential!

According to Catherine Crawmer, you must always 
start any training while the dog is fresh.  An ideal 
situation is for one person to be in the pool with 
him while another person is on the outside of the 
pool. Only the person on the outside will have the 
treats. 

Start with the dog placed very near the stairs. The 
person in the pool will direct the dog to the stairs 
and the person on the outside will encourage him 
by showing the treats. When the dog exits the pool, 
the person on the outside of the pool should praise 
and pet him. The dog can then be put back in the 
pool for more sessions. How much of this must be 
done is individual and should only be repeated 
while the dog is having fun. Be sure and stop when 
the dog becomes tired.

The rest of the article can be found at the 
VPNA website: http://www.vickeryplace.com/
announcements/teachingyourdogpoolsafety

Mary Spencer mary@petopia4paws.com
Dallas Animal Shelter Commission Chair
SPCA of Texas Board Member
Texas Humane Legislation Network Advisory 
Board Member

Mary started working with the SPCA of Texas in 
1992 as a volunteer for the first “Fur Ball” and 
numerous other fund-raising events. She became a 
Board Member in 1996 and served as Chairman of 
the Board from 1998 to 2004.



SEPTEMBER YARD OF THE MONTH
Katherine Listi at 5627 Vickery decided to 
terrace her front yard about 6 years ago when 
the slope of the grass was too much for her 
and her 80 year-old yard man to deal with. 

She designed the 
layout and placed 
each stone herself. 
Katherine likes to 
plant perennials 

with red because often she does not have 
time to plant annuals in the spring and she 
enjoys color in the winter. 

The irises in the front are typical of a Mary 
garden which pays homage to the Virgin 

Mary with a lovely statue of her as the 
centerpiece of the garden. The grasses and 
yuccas are drought tolerant and she loves 
their expansive shapes. The fringe plants, 
fotinias and barberries are permanent 
plantings to incorporate   the red color year 
round. The five foot high Mexican Firethorn 
in front of the triple glass windows are for 
color and drought tolerance. They absolutely 
thrive in the worst heat. Perfect for hot Texas 
Septembers. 

Katherine will be receiving a gift card to 
North Haven Gardens to add some fall color 
to her yard.

~Anna Short
Beautification Committee Chair

2012 Board of Directors
President – Mark Rieves

Vice-President – Selena Urquhart
Treasurer – Greg O’Shea

Secretary – Debbie Simurda 
Members at Large:

Beth Bentley       Allan Cano
Julie Do     Mary Kay Henley

Will Short  

The Vickery Place Neighborhood News is published by  
Vickery Place Neighborhood Association.  

For sponsorship rates and information  
email info@vickeryplace.org
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For newsletter article submissions or questions  

email: newsletter@vickeryplace.com

Like us on Facebook at  
www.facebook.com/VickeryPlace 
 

Find us online at VickeryPlace.org
 

Sign up for  
neighborhood  
crime watch &  
e-newsletter emails  
at VickeryPlace.org


